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1 ſordid and debauched in his life) „ 
4 ſhould find my ſpirit falb under him, reverence Wl 


kim, and knit unto. him; yea, I thought, for 


the lobe I did bear unto them, (ſuppoſing they 


were the miniſters of God) I could. Have aid WM 


20 intenicate land bewitch me. tarztgu 1 


eln, After I hadi been has for ſome conderable 2 
*Gnld/Anothegr chsugkt came in my mind; and 


1Hhatl was, Whetiibr we were of the Ifurlites, : or 
no? For finuing i che Scripture, that! they, avere 
tener the pecuhagoqesple of; God, thaught I; ;ofl I 
Were one of this38ace,! ni ſdul. muſt ? needs be 


happy. Now again, I fond hitbinomerargrent 
0 An tO! Be veſobven abvin this qd¹i,jun: but 
[1 „ald net tet Bow Moaids Ak: lad; aſged d 


father 
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father el it; who told me, No, we were not. 
Wherefore then 1 fell in my n r. to che n 4 

of of that and ſo remained. | 

Ys, Bat all this While, I + not ſenfible of 

xy | a danger and evil of fin; I'was kept from con- 

e- fidering that fin'would- damn me, what religion 

ſo erer 1 followed, unleſs I was found in Chriſt: 

1 UF Nay, I never thought of him, nor whether there 

all was ſuch a one, or no. Thus man, while blind, 

t- doth wander, but wearieth himſelf with vanity, 

he for he knoweth not the way: 0 the- city of God, 

re- | Eccleſ. X. 15 , 715 An bs | 

rk | 20. But Ger day (amongſt all e our 

ed, arſon made). his ſubject was, to eat of the fab. = 

bt,. beth. day, and of the evil of brenbing that, either 


with labour; ſports,” or otherwiſe 5 (now I was, 
notwithſtanding my religibn,:pe that took much 
= t in all manner 6 vice; und eſpecially that 
che day L did ſolaes mytelf therewith) whete- | 
Se- . fell in my colſcienee under! his ſermon, . 
rhinkigg and believing that he ride that eren 
on purpbſe to thew' me my evil- -doliif. And at 
Dt time I felt-What guilt was, though never be- 
fore, that T'ran' remember; but then I was- 
the preſent'gyent! loaded therewithy and fo went 
home when che! ferman was ended, wirt gteät 


x burden l Vſpiriti. 20 111 Aan 1182 1 24 721 — 
21. This, for that“ inſtant; - Gid' bend 'the 
ſitews' of my beſt delights and Aid imnbitter ny 
former pleaſlires'to- me; but” Hold, it Iafed nöt, 
for before I had well Aiged, Ahe trouble Began 60 
go off my mind, and iny heart- returned to it's 

eld courfe: But: oh. . how, glad W ˙s I, that "this 
Fon was gone from me, and ee fire Was 


ut out, that 1 7 Are e bur controm 
hetplore, when T mort with*m 


* l 


ED —ů —— — 


I” 
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* 


food, I ſhook the ſermon out of my mind, an | 


to my old cuſtam of ſports and gaming 1 returned 
with great deli dg up.... ev 
2ꝗ2. But the ſame day, as I was in the midſt of 

a game of Cat, and having ſtrucle it one blow 
from the hole, juſt as I was about to ſtrike it the 
ſecond time, a voice did ſuddenly dart from Hea- 


ven into my foul, which faid, Wilt bon leave thy | 


fins and go to Heaven, or have thy fins and go to | 


Hell? At this I was put to an exceeding maze'; 


wherefore, leaving my cat upon the ground, | 


looked up to Heaven, and was, as if I had, with 
the eyes of my underſtanding, ſeen the Lord Jeſus 
look down upon me, as being very hotly diſ- 


pleaſed with me, and as if he did ſeverely | 


threaten me with ſome grievous puniſhment for 
thoſe and other ungodly practices. 
23. I had — conceived in my mind, 
but ſuddenly this concluſion was faſtened on my 
ſpirit, (for the former hint did ſet my ſins again 
before my face). that I had been a great and 
grievous ſinner; and that it was now too late for 


| nme to lool after Heaven; for, Chriſt would not 


r- me, nor pardon my tranſgreſſions. Then 
2%. 


felt my heart fink in deſpair, concluding it was 


.g9 on in fin ;. For, thought I, if the caſe be thus, 
my ſtate is ſurely miſerable; miſerable if I leave 
my fins; and but miſerable if I follow them; I 
tan but be damned; and if I muſt be ſo, I had as 
good be damned for many fins, as be damned far few. 
| ifore all that then were preſent;; but yet I told 

them nothing: But, I ſay, having made F 
380 9 A Dy 


o 
& Þ 4 
* 


IP 
. 


1 to muſing on this alſo;/ and while I was 
thinking of it, and fearing leſt it ſhould be fo, 1 


. 
3 


too lats; and therefore I reſolved in my mind to 


RY city” _ a, 


Tafioit”T-retifried deſperately to my 

and 1 well reniember, that — this keg or 
deſpair did ſo poſſeſs my foal, that I was per- 
uaded I could never attain to 'otfier comfort than 
what I ſhould get in fin; for Heaven was 


he ready, ſo that on that I muſt nöt think: Where-' 
a ore I und within me great deſire to take my 
ill of fin, ſtill ſtudying what ſin was yer to de 


ommitted: that J might taſte the ſweetneſß of it; 


nd 1 made as much haſte às I tould to fill my | 
Je with it's delicates, leſt I ſhould die before 

ith my deſires; for that I feared greatly, In 
ſus Mrheſe thin I I proteſt before God, I lye' not, 

liſ- zeither do frame this ſort of ſpedch ; "theſe were 
ely | lly, ſtrongly, and with all my heart, my de- 
for ares: The good Lord, whoſe mercy is unſearch- 


_ forgive my tranfgreffons! 
And I am ve confident, that this temp 


my 855 of the devil is more uſual 2 
ain atures, than many are aware of, even = 
and un the ſpirits with a ſcur and ſeartd' 2 — 
for Weart, * and benumbin of contc: enee | 
not rrame he ſtilly and fli ſuppfieth with 1 
hen pair, that though not —— guilt atrendeth ſouls; 
was ret they continually have a ſectet concluſion with. 
>, I Wn them, chat there are no hopes for them; "ſou 
was ey have loved fins, therefore after them 00 
to : 


vill er. i. 25, and xviii. 12. 4 
A Ae! welt eg if Bi with gr 8 


ave arb of mind, ſtill grodging ging that I could ner 
:I e ſatisfied with it as uld. This did con2 
2 inue wich me 5 3 2 oy but one 
ew. lay, 8 I was ſtan at a bour's ſhop< 
_be- dow, and there curſing and ſwearing, and 
told Mplayin the madman, after my wonted manner, 


here within the woman "oy 3 bouſe, and 
41 heard 


+ 


2 e 70. 2 
©. was a yery 
proteſted that I ſv de 
70 55 Fake th lat ſhe 1 was 10 10 
le io et pkg told me Kier 
155 the Fd fellow for. N 10 , 
the ever. heard in her ih that 1, 
] the, y puth in 
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N Ac this. reproof I was, ſilence af ts 
hire hm es and that too, as I thought, efore 
dof Heaven; wherefore, while. 1 ſtood 
Aer and hanging down my head, wih ed, . 
my heart that I might be a litt e hit 7 Fe thr 

fat ben might learn me to ſpeak... 
— d way of fearing; for, abus t I. f 
i am ſo accuſtomed to. it, that it is in vain for me 
. think of a reformation, for I ; thou! that 


== = 


B 5 e it * 1 lech, 21 1 
501 d hay. forward ſo leave my ſwear 
at ung 2 —— ta myſelf to, 2 rb 
Tee fore. N not..how: r My 

10 wo La 3 5 fore, and another b 7 

255 Authority ; Go 5 8 coal 

and with þ h 1 
before. / this While 


breit . ny {pork 


3:29. Bug dich j ölter ib, fell into irre 
Wich one poor man that made pr Kae! ojcthon . 1 * . 
Bens) 5 as I then e Aida 1 ip Gotly 
che $cxiptyres,. aue the, matter, of xehigion;; 
 Wherefors le into. ſome. love and 1 10 


1 


IN V 
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n. 
What he. i ee me to my Bible, gh 555 

gan to take great. pledſure 1 in, reading, b fee: 
Ly wich the ow apart. Sherept Wen 7 
1 


P wy „ „ 


— town, if they came but in 555 ca er, 5 
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Pha Rpiſtles, and ſuchflike Serrptures, I ecouid- 
not away Wir them, being as yet igorant either! 
of the corruptions of- my inatgreor-of:the want! 
and worth of Jeſs Chrift te- Hd e . 

zol Wherefbre Liſell td ſome outward reſormad 
tion both ig my words and lifepnamd did ſer thes 

command ments before me form uuy to Heaven; 
Which commandments I aH di fi to kerp, and, 
as I'thôügRf, did Keep them pretty will fome-} 
times, and then T ſhould” have comfort j yet mοNꝰĩ 
and then Thowld break one, and ſo aid myton-! 
ſcience ; but then I ſhould repent, and ſay, I was! 
1 ſorry forit;*antl -promiſe Ged to do better neut 
out time: "ant! there got help, again; for then, 
> 1 W1-chought "4 pleaſed God as well as any man im 
eee . Of or arr Þ 
hat WH 7+.” Thus T'contitived about Yee all whith\, 
„ dune our neighbours did talze me tobe; very? 
» 1 Weodly man; à new, andreligibas, many und did 
ag, N martel much to fee ſuch great and famous alterad3 
1.3 tion in my Hfe and manners; and indeed ſon 
was, though I knew not Chil" nor acer nov 
faith, Hor hope; för as 1 have welt Inde; benz 
bid I then died, 'my ſtart had heen melt feartul. ＋ 

2. But, I fiy, my neighbohrs Were ana 

at this my great converſiön, from prodi 10 
phane 5 


* a : 1 —_ 
n 


„ to ſomething Hike #'moral lift 3. unt 


ea, [fo they well might; for this my converſion! 
oe was ar great, as for Tom ef Bedlam to become 
Su; 


ſobet man. Now W 
e commend,” aud: to ſpeak weil of me, both tw 
obs my face and behind my back: Nom 1 was, u 
; 19 Whey ſaid, become godly; now L was become 
105 right honeſt man. But oh! Wen 1 ünderſtood 
pr thoſe were their words and opiniotip” oF me, 1 
Jet N pteaſed me mighty well. For though as yet I 


#4 


en 


* js «r{ 


| tight in ri bas boſon tle 
ſcience — to he by: I thought ſuch | 
* was but vain, and therefore . my- 
o leave it; yet my mind hapkered; where- 
fore I would Fo to the ſtee ple-houſe, f look 
on, though I durſt not ring: "Burt. thought this 
did not become religion neither; yet I forced my- 
ſelf and would look on ſtill. But quickly after, 
I began to think, How if one of the” bellt þ ald 
Full erhen I choſe 40 ſtand under a main beam, 
that lay overthwart the ſteeple, from fide to 
fide, thinkiog here I might ſtand ſure: But 1 TI | 
| thought again, ſhould the bell fall with a ſwing, it 
mighs firſt hit the wall, and PID rebounding upon 
We = kill me for all this. beam Tbis made 
2 in the. Hieeple-door ; and now; thought 
tt Uo 4 — enough; for if a bell W . 
| fall, I can flip oug behind theſe t walls, an 
ſo be preſerved notwithſtanding... ...... ..- 
1-34-; $0 after. this. I would pet go to ſee them 
but would not go any farther than the 
. but then it came into my head, 
the  fteeple. itſelf. ſhould fall? And this 
ought (it may, fer.ought I know, when 1 ſpod 
and looked on) did continually fo my mind, 
that I durſt not ſtand at the fleeple-door, any 
longer, but was forced to flee, for 5 the ſteeple 
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. 35. Cong xa, Feta my dancing; I was 2 
Fall year before I could quite leave that. But all 
this While, when I thought I kept this er that 
88 — did, ee er deed, any 
thing I thought was good, I had great peacc in 
BY pear: Imre and would think with . myſelf, 
n- SF Gat canfior-chuſe but be now pleaſed with me ; 
yea, to relate it in mine own way, I thought -no 
man in Eglandi could pleaſe God better than I. 
36. But; poor wretch as I was, I was all this 
while ignorant of Jeſus Chriſt, and going about 
te cftabliſh my own righteouſneſs; and had 
| 40100 YON, vj had not God, in his mercy, 
| me more of my ſtate by nature.. 
37. But upon a day, the good providence. off 
God called me to Bedſora, to work at my calling; 
and: in one of the fircets of that town, I came 
where there were three or four poor women ſitting -» 
at a door, in the ſun, talking about the things 
of God; and being now willing to hear their 
diſcourſe; I dre near to hear: what chey ſaid, 
for I was now a briſk. talker, myſelf, in the 
matters of religion; but I may ſay, heard, but 
undenſtood nat; for they were far above, out of my 
reach. Their talk was about à new-birth, the 
Vork of God in their hearts, as alſo how) they 
ere convinced of their miſerable. ſtate by nature; 
1, Nchey talked how God had viſited their ſouls with 
his love in the Lord Jeſus, and with what ports 
and promiſes they had been refreſhed, comforted 
and -ſupported, againſt the temptations-of the de- 
vil: — they reaſoned of the ſuggeſtiong 
and temptations. of Satan in particular; and toll 
ta each other, by what means they had been af- * | 
5 {Wflitted, and how they were borné up under his 
Wefaults. They alſo diſconrſed of their own. 7 
2 . wretched nee 
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2 GRACE ABOUNDING: re | 
= -wrerchedeſs of hart, and of their unbolief.; and 
dich contemn, ſlight and abhor their, own-righte- 
diſneſs, a8 filthy, aànd inſufficient to do them 
E bat eee 
| by Sud m t. as i | 
Ah ow 1 ſuch pleaſant 
| at” of Seripture language, and with; ſuch, p- 
"peafance of grace in all they ſaid, that they were 
to me das 11 they had found a» new. world; a; 
f they wete.ptople that dwelt. along," and were 
: \ not 1% to. be'* reckoned - among rer. nei gifs 
Numb. if „ wo var l ot | 
" At this Ffelt my own Seen to ſhake, 
4 miſtruſt my condition to be naught; fon ſaw 
r in Alb my thoughts about religion and-falva- 
tion, the newebirth did never enter inte my 
mind; neither Knew I the comfortyof the ward] 
an premiſe, mor the deceitfalneſs and! treachery 
of my own wicket heart. As for ſecret thoughts, 
1 took no notiee of them ;* neicher. did Lunder 
„and what Satan's tem ations were, nor how 
they were tobe withſtood and reſiſted, G. 
40. Thus; therefore, when I had heard * 
Fi tonſideted what they ſaid, I left thent, and went 
About my employment again, but their talk and 
v Gifeourſe went with me; alſo; my heart would 
© tary with mem, for I 4 greatty affectęd with) 
their words, both deckuſe by them I was con- 
viilced that 1 wanted the true tokens of a truly 
Poly man; and alſo becauſe by them I was con- 
vinced of che happy and bleſſed condition / of hin 
1 th Was ſeach a Ole. TIO 
| . Therefore I would often ices it my bab 
neſs, "to be going again and again into the com- 
Pan, of theſe poor people, for I could not i ſta 
ay; and the more I went among 2 an 


»6ad "A. ded ak og IN 


Tux lk: Ge zink, 13 
andre 1 did dueſtion m "condition ; 1 Zack; as Fai 
Saen 1 found two 47 Ne t 
me, at w Wed | did ome mes re 4 * e 
conſidering what a blind., eee Ii. 
ungodly wretch but 255 before I Was: 1 My 
was a very great final; and tenderneſs of Ree 7 
which cauſed me to, fall under the convictioh of | 


. 
wore what t by Scripture they, : aſſerted ; and the "other 
3: WY was a great bending in my mind, to a cor inval 


meditating n it, and on all other ood, * ng % 
Det 5 time 1 EN 796d 13 8 FR | 

42. By theſe things my mi 40 Was 10 eh, | 
e vein, "ſtill er y- 


goth, Give, give, Prop XX. 15. which! Was 
ſo axed. on eternity, che things about the 
kingdom of, e ch t 2 ſo ar as 1 Fake 


or make,; it 1 t go is 
Nat, N may £ 5 8 
it is in very dec. Hu ng ar it Wos 4; then 
have been as or nie to Leh en my 
mind. from wy do earth, as Logue ound. it 
often fince, to get it again from ear e 
. One thing I may not omit: here, w 
young man in our town, to whom my DFR 
fore was knit more than to any 2 55 
being a moſt wicked creature for Cur n 
ſwearing; and whoring, I now ſhook. h him 0 ng th F 
forſook his company; but about a quarter 2 2 
year after I had left him, met FR a 1 — 
lane, and aſked” him how he did: 2 | 


, 


old wearing, and mad way, anſwered, He T0 
gom- well. Hut, Harry, ſa * Th hy F/Y yon, ci e and 
ee, thus } What wilt become. of * Jeu, , you die 


in. ome ? He anſerec me in 2 great 4 
— C e, 


ua, mot for ſuch as T am? 


L 1 * . wn e * c : 1 7 e# LR. Cn £4 
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chafe, What would the devil oo. for company, if it 


..,. 44: About this time I met with ſome'rantejs 
books, that were put forth by ſome of 'our coun- 
 _ trymen, which books were alſo highly in efteem 
by ſeveral old profeſſors; ſome of theſe I read, 
but was not able to ak judgment about 


make an 
. them ; where fore as F read. in them, and thought 

; upon, them, war: cond unable to judge, "I 
Would betake myſelf to hearty prayef in this 
manner. O Lord, I am a fool, and not able 1 
now the truth from error : Lord, leave me not is 
my oor blindneſs, tither ts approve of, or condemn 

- rhis doctrine; if it be FA God, let me not deſpiſe it; 
+1 it be of the deuil, let me not embrace ir. Lord, 
I lay my foul in thit matter, only at thy foot; lit 
int wor be deceived, J Tig Befeech thes, I had 
one religious intimate companion all this while, 
and that was the poor man I ſpoke of before; 
but about this time, he alſo turned a moſt deviliſn 
_ Tanter, and gave himielf up to all manner of 
_ Lithinefs, eſpecially uncleanneſs: He would alfo 
deny that there was a God, angel, or ſpirit ; and 
- would laugh at all exhortations to ſobriety. 
When I Iod to rebuke his wickedneſs, he 
' would laugh the more; and pretend that he hal 
Sone through all religions, and could never hit 
upon the right till now. He told me alſo, That 
in a little time I ſhould fee all profeſſors turn t 
the ways of the ranters. Wherefore, abominating 
thoſe curſed principles, I left his company forth 
with, and became to him as great a ftranger 
J had been before a familiar. 
45. Neither was this man only a temptation 1% it! 
me, but my calling lying in the country, I hapF'*r 
pened to rome into Nera people's compan yo 12 
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| THE CHIEF OF /$1ANERS. *8 
* it though! ſtriet /in religion formerly, yet were alia 
bas dun a y' by theſe ranters. [Theſe would alfa - 
ers talk With ine of their ways, aud condemn: me as 
un- illegal and dark ; Pretending that they only had 
em atidined to perfection, that could do what they 
ad, would, and not ſin. Oh! theſe temptations were 
out ſuitable to my fleſh, 1 being but 4 young man, 
ght and my. nature inl it's prime; but God, who had, 
” Iſs I hope, deſigned me for better things, kept me 
this Min the fear of his name, and did not ſuffer ine to 
e ta accept ſuch curſed principles: And bleſſed! be 
t is (God, who 27 it into my heart to cry to him, to, 
emn be kep t and directed, ſtill diſtruſting mine own 
it; eilen; for I have ſince ſeen even the effects of 
ord, that prayer, in his preſerving me, not only from 
ranting errors, but from thoſe alſo. that have 
ſprung up ſince. The Bible was precious to me 
in thoſe days. 
46. And now methonght I began to WY into 
the Bible with new eyes, and read as I never did 
before; and eſpecially the Epiltles of the Apoſtle 
Se. Paul were ſweet and pleaſant to me; and in- 
deed, then I was never out of the Bible, eithek 
by reading or meditation; ſtill crying out to 
od, that I might know the e and * to 
Heaven and Glory. 
47. And as I went on and ron; I hit upon 
hat paſſage, To one is given by the Spirit the word 
4 dom, to another the word of knowledge by the 
me Spirit; and to another faith, &c. 1 Cor. xii. 
and though, as I have ſince ſeen, that by this. 
deripture the Holy Ghoſt intends, in ſpecial, 
ings extraordinary, yet on me it did then faſten - 
rith conviction, that I did want things ordinary; 
zpF'en that underſtanding and wiſdom that other 
Wb. an had. On * I muted, and could. 
| | not 
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not tell what to do, eſpecially. this word [Faith] 
put me to it, for I could not help it, but ſome- 
times muſt queſtion, whether I had any faith, or 
no; but I was lothe to conclude I had no faith; 
for if 1 do fo, thought I, then I ſhall count my. 
ſelf a very caſt- away indeed, | 
48. No, ſaid I, with myſelf, tho? Jam con. 
vinced that I am an ignorant ſot, and that I want 
thoſe bleſſed gifts of knowledge and underſtand- 
hs va other Pan at a venture J 
[conclude I am not altogether faithleſs, 
though I know not -what faith is; for it wa 
ſewn me, and that too (as I have ſeen fince) by 
Satan, that thoſe who conclude. themſelves in 4 
faithleſs ſtate, have neither reſt nor quiet in their 
fouls; and I was lothe to fall quite into deſpair. 
49. Wherefore, by this ſuggeſtion, I was for a 
while made afraid to ſee my want of faith; but 
God would nat: ſuffer me thus to undo and deftroy 
my ſoul, but did continually, againſt this my ſad 
and blind concluſion, create ftill within me ſuch 
ſuppoſitions, inſomuch that I could not reſt con- 
tent, until Idid now come to ſome certain know- 
ledge whether I had faith or no, this always run- 
ning in my mind, But how. i, you want faith in- 
deed ? But how can you tell you have faich? And 
| hefides, I ſaw for certain, if I had not, I was ſure 
to periſh for ever.. „ 
zo. So that though I endeavoured at the firſt to 
| look over the buſineſs of Faith, yet in a little time, 
I better conſidering the matter, wus willing to put 
myſelf upon the trial whether I had. faith. or no. 
But alas, poor wretch ! ſo ignorant and. brutiſh 
was I, that I knew not to this day no more how 
to do it, than I know how to begin and accom- 


* 


425 


„ 


pl 


THE CHIEF OF sMNERs. 27 


plim that rare and curious piece of art which L 

Inever yet ſaw or conſidered. | 
51. Wherefore while I was thus conddeviams 

and being put to a plange about it, (for you muſt _ 

know, that as yet L 

y mind to any, one, oniy did hear and conſider, 


con he tempter came in with this deluſion, That there 
Want as 10 Way for me to know I had faith, but by iry- 
ny ing to work ſome miracles; urging thoſe Scriptures 
ar 


that ſeem to look that way, for the enforcing and 


let ſtrengthening his temptation. Nay, one day, as 
al was between El/ow and Bedford, the tempta- 

) b/Mtion was hot upon me, to try if I had faith, by 
in 3 doing ſome miracle; which miracle at this time 


was this, I muſt ſay to the pudales that were in. 
the horſe-pads, be dry; and to the dry places, be 
ou puddles; And truly one time I was going to 
ſay ſo indeed; but juſt as I was about to ſpeak, 
this thought came into my mind; but go under 
yonder nedge, and pray fit that Ged would make 
you able, But when 1 had concluded to pray, this 


again, and tried to do it, and yet did nothing 
notwithſtanding, then to be ſure I had no-fairh; - 


h 3 but was a caſt-away, and loſt. Nay, thought I, 
2 if it be ſo, Iwill not try yet, but will ſtay a little 


„ 

52. SoI continued at a great 10 for Ithought, 5 
if they only had faith, which could do ſo wonder- 
time, ful things, then I concluded, that for the pre- 
o PU Went I neither had it, nor yet, for time to come, 
r no. were ever like to have it. Thus I was toſſed be- 
wixt the devil and my own ignerance, and fo 
hon perplexed, eſpecially at ſome times, that 1 could ; 
per not tell what to do. 1 
bum e . Abous, 


ad not in this matter broken 


came hot upon me; that if I prayed, and came 
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1 gal About this time, the ſtate and happineſs of 
theſe poor people at Bedford was thus, in kind 
a viſfor, preſented to me. I ſaw, as if they 
were on the ſunny-ſide of ſome high mountain, 
there (refreſhing © themſelves with the pleaſant MI. 
beams of the ſun, while I was ſhivering” and 
ſhrinking in the cold, afflicted with froſt, ſnow, 
and dark clouds: Methought alſo, betwixt me 
and them, I ſaw a wall that did compaſs: about 
this mountain: Now through this wall my ſoul 
did greatly deſire to paſs; concluding, that if I 
could, IJ would even go into the very midſt of 
them, and there alſo comfort my ſelf with the 
heat of their ſun. 
54- About this wall. I hethought myſelf to go 
again and again, ſtill prying as I went, to ſee if 
I could find ſome way or paſſage, by which I 
might enter therein; but none could I find for 
ſome: time: At the laſt; 1 faw, as it were, a nar- 
row gap, like a little door-way in the wall, 
through which I attempted to. paſs: Now the as 
paſſage being very ſtrait and narrow, I made 
many offers to get in, but all in vain, even until I fo 
IJ was well nigh quite beat out, by ſtriving. to get 
in; at lat With great ſtrivin methought I at 
firſt did yer in my head, — after that, by a 
lng ſtriving, my ſhoulders. and my whole 
body; then was I exceeding glad, and went 
and fat down in the midft of them, and ſo was 
comforted with the light and heat of their ſun. 
55. Now this mountain and wall, Sc. was 
thus made out to me: The mountain ſignified 
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the church of tue living God; the ſun that ſhone I 
thereon, the comfortable mining of his merciful I fla 
face on them that were therein; the wall I thought I the 


was the warld, that did at ſeparation bet ws thi 
| the | 
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the Chriſtiang and the world; and the gap which 
was in- the wall, I thought was Jeſus Chriſt, Who 
is the way to God the Father, Joba xiv 6. Mazt.! 
vii, 14. Bat foraſmuch as: the paſſage was won- 
derful narrow, even ſo narrow that I could not. 
but with great difficulty enter in thereat, it\ſhew-: 
ed me, that none could enter into life, but thoſe 
that were in downright. earneſt, and unleſs alſo- 
they left that wicked world behind them; for 
here was only room for body and foul, but not 
for body and foul, and fin.. 

56. This reſemblance abode upon my ſpirie 
many days; all which time I faw myſelf in a for- 


lorn and {ad condition, but yet was provoked to 


vehement hunger and deſire to be one of that 
number that did ſit in the ſun-ſhine : Now alſo 
would I pray waere ever I was; whether at home 


or abroad; in houſe or feld: and would alſo 


often, with lifting up of heart, ſing that of the 
fifty-firſt pſalm, O Lotd, confider my e 3 oo 
as yet I knew not where I was. 

57. Neither-as: yet could I attain to any com- 
fortable perſuaſion that J had faith in Chriſt ;. but 
inſtead of having ſatisfaction here, I began to find 
my, ſonl to be aſſaulted with-freſh doubts about 


F future happineſs ; eſpecially with ſuch as 
ee, whether I was clefted + But — of the day.” 
race ſbould now. be paſt and gone 


58. By theſe two temptations 1 was very puck 


Iniged and diſquieted ; ſometimes by one, and 


hmerimes by the other of them. And #12, to 
peak of that abont, my queſtioning mytelectlon, 
I found at this time, that though I was in a 
flame to find the way to Heaven and glory, and 
though nothing could beat me off from this, yet 
* e did ſo offend and diſcourage me, 
0 5 A. n 


Satan, you had as 


* 
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8 that I was, eſpecially ſometimes, awwif the very 


th of my body alſo had been taken away by 

ce and power thereof. This Scripture did 
os to me to trample u _ all my deſires; 
if is neither in him that  illeth, nor in him that 


 runneth'; but in God that ſheweth mercy, Rom. ix. 


59. With this Scripture I could” not tell what 


* todo; for 1 evicently ſaw, unleſs that the great 
God, of his infinite gr 5 ace and bounty, had volun- 
Wy tarily choſen me to be a 


veſſel of mercy, though 
F ſhould deſire, and long, and labour until my 


. heart did break, no good could come of it. 


Therefore this would ſtick with me, H 1 you” 
tell that you are elected; and what if you ſhould 


not f How then? 


60. G Lofd, thought I, what if I ſhoutd' not 


: e It may be you are not, ſaid the tempter; 


it may be ſo indeed, W t I. Why then, ſaid 
eave off, and ſtrive no 
farther; for if indeed you ſhould not be elected 
and choſen of God, there is no hope of your be- 
ing ſaved; For it is neither in bim that willeth, 
nor in him that runneth; Gut i in God that Hheweth 
mercy. 
2 By theſe. things I was aeiven to my wit's- 
end, not knowing what to ſay, or how to anſwer 
theſe temptations ; Indeed, I little thought that 


Satan had thus aſſaulted me, but that father it 


was my on prudence thus to ſtart the queſtion; 
for that the elect only obtained eternal life, that 
J without ſcruple did heartily cloſe withal; but 
that myſelf was one of n there ay the. 
2 ; . 

62. Thus therefore, for ſeveral days, * was! 


85 greatly aſſaulted and perplexed, and was often, 
5 we mY _ been _— 8 to ſink where E 


Co - went, 
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weiit; with faintrieſs in my mind: But one day} 


. after I had been fo many weeks oppreſſed and caft 
4 es therewith, as I was now quite giving up the 
; pred al my hopes off ever kt life, that 
1 tence fell Sith weight upon my ſpirit; Loot at 


the generations of old, ws > op" afar r 
a 9 confounded >. 125 
it 63. At'which I was" greatly enlightened, and. 
i encouraged” in my ſoul; Tue thus, at that very in- 
h 
Y 


ſtant; it was expounded to me: Begin at the br. 
y Mtinning of Geneſis and rend to che end of the Reve- 
. . and ſes if you cas find, that thire-was ever 
% bar tried in — Lord, and was confoundedi 
d sd coming home, I 2 went to my A 
s ſee if I could and that ſa 8 nbt doubting 
Xt! but to find it e ; for it was ſo freſh} ani 
Lvich fach firength and comfort on ray ſpirit, chat 
d it was as if it talked with me. 
o 64. Well, I looked; but I foê d it net; dal 
d abode upon mei Then did I aſſt firſt this good 
nan, and then another, if they knew where ir 
„ vas, biit they knew) ne ſuch place. At this 1 
h wondered, har ſuch a ſentence! ſhould o ſud 
denly, and with ſuch comfort and ſtrength; ſeize, 
and abide upon my heart; and yet that none 
could find it (for I. + mt not but that it "was 
in the Holy'Scripture.) ))) 

65. Thus I continued 8 year, and eould 
not find the place; but at laſt, caſting my eye 
upon the Apderypha books, I Found/it in * 
nice, Feeleſ. ii. 16. This, at the firſt, dic 
ſomewhat daunt me; but becauſe by this ame 1 
had got more experience of the love and kindneſs 
s ef God, it troubled me the leſs, eſpecially when 
„ © conſidered that though it was not in thoſe texts 
F * we call holy and canonical; TY N 


ll. | . 


as this ſentence was the ſum and ſuhſtance, of: ma- 
. hy-dfiithe promiſes; at was m duty: of tak the 
_ comfort of it; -and>b-blaſs o for that words gt 
it avag af good to mend Nhat word goth; ftlheft- 


266. After this that other doubt did, come with 


ttood the time of : mercy? Now I remember, chat 
one day, as I was walking in the country, I Was 
much in the thoughts of this, But howv if the day 


people of Neuſoru, and ſuggeſted thus unto me. WV 
That ee converted already, they were all 


came tco late, for theſe had got the bleſſing be- ſa 


fore I came. Y 


very deed that this might well be ſo; wherefore Ig 


for ſtanding off thus long, and ſpending ſo many I 0 
that I had turned ſooner! Oh l that I had turned 
ſelf, to think that I ſhould have no more wit, 


n ere lo, e $54 n 537d e e n 
68. But when I kad been long vexed with this Wl 
fear, and was ſcarce able to take one ſtep more, 
Jjuſt. about the ſame place where I received my ſon 
other encouragement, theſe. words broke in ele 
upon my mind, Compel them to come in, that tr 
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* 


times ſhine hefore my face, e ou. 


ſtrength upon me, Bus how: if the. day of. grace 
Hould bie pu and gone How if you hape gver- 


of grace is paſt? And to aggravate my trouble, il 
che tempter preſented to my mind thoſe good W" 


that God would ſave in thoſe parts; and that 1 Hk. 


FUDTINT ATE EF. 33 TL BL ab Ve 
67. Now was T in great diſtreſs, thinking in 


went up and down bemoaning my ſad condition; 
counting myſelf far worſe than, a thouſand fools b. 


years in fin as I have done; ſtill crying out, Oh! 
ſeven years ago! It made me alſo angry with my- 
bat to trifle away my time, till my ſoul and Hea- 


houſe may be filled; and yet there is room, Luke the 


nivea, 23. Theſe words, but elpecdah n 188 
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And yet there is room, were ſweet words to me; 
for truly, I thought that by them I ſaw there was 
place enough in Heaven 155 me; and moreover, 
that when the Lord Jeſus did ſpeak theſe words, 
he then did think of me; and that he knowing 
that the time would come, that I ſhouid be af- 
flicted with fear, that there was no place leſt for 
me in his boſom, did before ſpeak this word, and 
leave it upon record, that I might find help there- 
by againſt this vile temptation. This I then 
verily believe. 4 . 
69. In the light and encouragement of this 
word, I went a.pretty while; and the comfort 
was the more, when I thought that the Lord 
Jeſus ſhould think on me ſo long ago, and that 
he ſhould ſpeak thoſe words on purpoſe for my 
fake ; for I did think. verily, that he did on pur 
poſe ſpeak them to encourage me withal. 
70. But I was not without my temptations to- 
go back again; temptations I ſay, both from 
Satan, mine own heart, and carnal acquaintance; 
but I thank God theſe were out-weighed by that 
ſound ſenſe of death, and of the day of judgment, 
which abode, as it were, - continually in my view: 
I would often, alſo, think on|Nebuchaangzzar.; of 
whom it is faid, He bad given bim all the kingdoms 
of the earth, Dan. v. 18, 19. Yet, thought I, 
this great man had all his portion in this world, 
one hour in helleſire would make him forget all. 
Which conſideration was a great help to me. 
$747; was almoſt made, about this time, to ſee; 
ſamethirlg concerning.the:- beaſts that Maſes counted. 
clean and unclean: I thought thoſe hęaſts were, 
types of men; the clean, types of them that were 
the people of ee ee fughs 
ere the children of the wicked-one, Now I 
pt B5 2 | read, 
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. road; that the clean beaſts chewed the . ; chat 18 
thought I, they ſhew us, we muſt feed 2 the 
word of God: They alſo parted the hoof, I thought 
that ſignified, we mutt part, if we would be ſav'd, 
| with the ways of ungodly men. And alſo, in 
further reading about them, I found, that though 
wie did chew the cud, as the hare; yet if we 
walked with claws, like a dog; or if we did part 
the hoof, like the ſwine, yet if we did not chew 
the cud, as the ſheep, we are ſtill, for all that, but 
unclean: Far I thought the hare to bea type of thoſe 
that talk of the word, yet walk in the ways of 
Gn; and that the fine was like him that parted t 
with his outward pollution, but ſtill wanteth the 1! 
Word of faith, without which there could be no MW” 
Way of ſalvation, let a man be ever ſo devout, II 
Deal. xiv. After this, I found by reading the | * 
Word, That thoſe that muſt be glorified with t 
Chriſt i in another world, u be called by him here; 8 
called to the partaking of a ſhare in his word and I ** 
1 and to the comforts and firſt- fruits ! 
of his Spirit; and to a peculiar intereſt in all 
thoſe heavenly things, which. do indeed prepare 
the ſou] for that reſt, and the Houſe of Glory, 
which is in Heaven above. | 
72. Here again I was at a very great ſtand, 
not knowing what to do, fearing I was not call- 
ed; for, thought I, if I be not called, what then 
can do me good? None but "thoſe who are effec- 
tually called, inherit the kingdom of Heaven. 
But oh! how I now love thoſe words that ſpake 
of a Chriſtian's Calling i as when the Lord ald to 
one, Pollow me; and to another, Come after mes 
And oh, thought I, chat he would fay io to me- 
— antes Merl, 28 809 
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73. I cannot now 12 with what longings 
and breathings in my ſoul, I cried to Chriſt co 
call me. Thus I continued for a time, all on a 
flame to be converted to Jeſus Chriſt; and did 
alſo ſee at that day, ſuch glory in a converted 
ſtate, that T could not be contented without a 
ſhare therein. Gold! Could it have been * 
for gold, what would I have given for it! Had I 
had a whole world, it had alf gone ten thouſand 
times over for this, that my ſoul might haye' been : 
in a converted ſtate. 

4. How lovely now was eyery one in my es, 
that I thought to be converted men and women! / 
They ſhone, they walked like a people that car- 
ried the broad-ſeal of Heaven about them. Oh! 
I ſaw the lot was fallen to them in pleaſant places, 
and they had a goodly heritage, Þ/ al. xvi. But 
that which made me Bek, Was A of Chriſt, in 
St. Mark, He cent up into a mountain, and. called” 
to bim aubor he would, and they came unto bim, 
Mark ii. 13. 

75. This Scripture Wed me faint and fear,. 
yet it kindled fire in my ſoul. Thatwhich made 
me fear, was this; leaſt Chrift ſhould have no- 
liking to me, for he called auhom he. auoh. But 
ch! the glory that I ſaw in that condition, did 
ſtill fo enrage my heart, that I. could ſeldom read 
of any that Chriſt did call, but I prefently wiſhed,. 
Weald F had been-inthiir N would I had Ben 


born Peter; would I had been born John; er, 


would'T Bad been by and had hear him when her 
called their,” how would IL. bawe'cried, O Lord, call* 

ne 4, Bw, eb I feared. be abo not 2 the.” 
And truly, us Lord let me ga thus ning 
he tog, and thewed me nothing; either* 
that L was already, r be called de 
| ut? 


„ 


iii. 21, Theſe words [ thought were ſent to en- 


unto me, that if I were not already, yet time 
to thoſe poor Proplea in Bedford, and to tell them | 
caſion to talk with me; and was willing to be 
| well perſuaded of me, though I think from, little 


time began to ſee ſomething of the vanity, and 


"IF began to be diſcovered unto me, and, alſo | to work 


A found, that luſts and corru 1 2050 put forth, 


en ACE. ABOUNDING 10 


But at laſt, after much time ſpent, and many 
groans to God, that I might be made partaker of 
the holy and We: calling; that word came 
in upon me, I will cleanſe their Blood, that I have 
not cleanſed, for the Lord dwelleth in Zion, Joel 


courage me to wait ſtill upon God; and ſignified 


might come, 1 might be 1 in truth converted unto 


Chriſt. | 
77. About this time I began to Pk my mind 


= re 6g K 


my condition; which when they had heard, they 
told Mr. G:fford of me, who himſelf alſo took oc- 


rounds :\ But he invited me to his houſe, where 
ſheuld hear him confer with others, about the 
dealings of God with their ſouls ; from all which 
I full received more coflvidtion, and from that 


inward wretchedneſs of my wicked beart; for as 
yet I knew no great matter therein; hut now it 


at that rate as it never did before. Now, I eyi- 
themſelves within me, in wicked thoughts and 


deſires, Which I did n not regard before; my, 4 
ſires alſo oor Heaven: and life, began to fail; 


found alſo, that Whereas before my. ſoul. A, L. 
full of longing after God, now it began to han ker 
aſter every fooliſh 0 MA 2 heart, would, Wh 
not be ery $9 to mind that .wh ich . WAS. gaqQ, 1 it. Wag 
gan to be careleſs, both of my ſoul, and be 
ven z it would now continualſy ha is Be Packs Fork 9o 
193 I 11 wry Fo 21120 55 blu: 7 90 yhaou 8 28. 47 7: to, wh 
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to and in every duty; and was as a clog... on Abe, 
leg of a bird, to hinder him from flying. 4 
„78. Nay,, I thought; now I gray worde and T 
worſe ; now I am farther; from cpnyerſion than 
| ever I was before: Wherefore I began to fink. 
greatly in my ſoul, and began to entertain ſuch 
diſcouragement in my heart, as laid me as low, 
as hell. now I ſhould have burned at the 
ſtake, I could not believe that Chriſt had a love. 
for me; alas! I could neither hear him, nor ſee” 
d him, nor feel him, nor favour any of his things; 

n I was driven as with a tempeſt, my heart would, 
be unclean, and the Canaanites would dwell i in, 
che land. 
0 79. Sometimes I would tell my 3 to 
e the people of God; which, when they heard, 
e they would pity me, and would tell me of the. 
e promiſes ; but they had as good have told me, 
k that I muſt reach the ſun with my finger, as have 
it bidden me receive or rely upon the promiſes; 
d and as ſoon I ſhould have done it: All my, ſenſe, 
sand feeling was againſt me; and I ſaw I had a, 
it heart that, would fin, and that lay nary a Jaws 
k chat would condemn. _ 
. 80. Theſe. things have hes made. me, think, 
h of the child 2055 the father brought to Chriſt, 
d. who, , ohale he ons i pet a. coming to. hi im, was 
- broaon down by the. Devil, and alſo, ſo rent and 
Ii torn by. bim, that be. Jay, and npllowsd, Heat. 
s Luke ix. 42. "Maik F 
Tr, 81 Fürther, in Na days, 1 would d. End! ; My. 
d, heart. e tſelf ainſt the Lord, and 
it, el his ho word: 1: od de found nd my ung, 
belief tg. ſet, as it Bey | the ſhoulder to t 
h Hor, 10 keep him, out; ar and that gο eyen then. 
9, ben I have. with many a W Leb ; exed, 
Ea | BY © 
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+ © Good Lord, break it open: Lord, break the/e gate, 
f braſs," and. cu? theſe bars of iron aſunder, Pſal. . 
cvii. 16. Vet that word would ſometimes create 
in my heaft a peaceable pauſe, I girded thee, 
though thou haft not known me, Iſaiah xiv. 5. c 
82, But all this while, as to the act of ſin- lc 
ning, I was never more tender than now: My Wh 
hinder parts were inward: I durſt  t take a r 
pain or ſtick, though but ſo big as à raw; for Mt, 

my conſcience now was fore, and would ſmart 
at every touch: I could not now tell how to te 

ſpeak my words, for fear I ſhould mifplace them. 
Oh, how cautioufly did I then go, in all I did m 
or faid! I found myſelf as in a miry bog, that Im 
ſhook if I did. but ſtir; and was, as there, left pe 
both of God and Chriſt, and the Spirit, and all 

i good things. FF 
3z3. But I obſerved, though T was ſuch. a great do 

| finner before converſion, yet God never much 
charged the guilt of the fins of my ignorance upon My: 
me; only he ſhewed me, I was loft if IJ had not the 


1 


= Chriſt, becauſe I had been a ſinner: I ſaw that Wan, 
I. wanted a perfect righteouſneſs to preſent me Wthe 
= without fault before God, and this righteouſneſs tea 
was no where to be found, but in the perſon It 
384. But my original and inward pollution; ¶ ſou 
That, that was my plague' and affliction, that I 
ſaw at a dreadful rate, always putting forth itſelf; 
within me; that I had the guilt of, to amaze- 
ment; by reaſon of that, I was more loathſome 
in mine dyn eyes; than a toad, and T thought L 
was ſo in God's eyes too: Sin and corruption, I 
ſaid, would as naturally bubble out of 'my heart, 
as water would bubble out of à fountain: F 
thought now, that every one had a better * 

2 1 Gs | >, ; an 
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chan I had; I could have changed heart with 
any body; I thought none but the Devil himſelf 
could equalize me for inward wickedneſs and 
„pollution of mind. I fell therefore at the fight 
of my own vileneſs deeply into deſpair; for I con- 

- Micluded, that this condition that I was in, could 
not ſtand with a ſtate of grace. Sure, thought 
1 I. I am forſaken of God; ſure, I am given uß 
r to the devil, and to a reprobate mind: And thus 
t I contigued a long while, even for ſome years. 
0 together, . RO ORE 

. 85. While I was thus afflicted with the fears of 

d. my own damnation, there were two things would 

t make me wonder, the one was, when I ſaw old 

't people hunting after the things of this life, as if 

ll they ſhould live. here always: The other was, 


when I found profeſſors much diſtreffed/ and caſt 
down, when they met with outward loſſes; as 
of huſband, wife, child, &c. Lord, thought I, 
what ado is here about ſuch little things as 
Nt Mtheſe ! What ſeeking after carnal things, by ſome, 
at Wand what grief in others for the loſs of them! If 
i they ſo much labour after, and ſhed ſo many 
is: tears for the things of this preſent life, how am 
n I to be bemoaned, pitied, and prayed” for! My 
oul is dying, my ſoul is damning. Were my 
13 Foul but in a good condition, and were I but 
I Wfure of it, ah! how rich ſhould I eſteem myſelf, 
H though ' bleſſed but with bread and water! 'I 
e- Whould®> count thoſe - but ſmall afflictions, and 
ne; Mitiould bear them as little: burdens.  Z£avounded) 
Vin ul can bear 
Is. Aud though I was much troubled, and 
ta toſſed, and afflicted, with the fight, and ſenſe, 
F Bzid- wrror, of my own wickedneſs, yet I Wwas 
rt Bafraid to let this fight and ſenſe go quite off 
an 3 


f I 
Aan 


40 crace /AbDURDING TO 
1 my id For I found, that unleſs guilt of con- 
> ſcience was taken off the right way, that is, by 
the blood of Chriſt, a man grew rather worſe for 
the loſs of his trouble of mind, than better. 
Wherefore, if my guilt lay hard upon me, then 
Wi I ſhould I cry that the blood of Chriſt might take 
tie off: And if it was oing off without it (for the 
k " an of fn would be ſometimes as if it would die, 
and go quite away) then I would alſo ſtrive to 
fetch it upon my-heart again, by bringing the 
puniſhment. of fin in hell-fire upon my ſpirits; 
and would cry, Lord, let it not go off my heart, 
but the right. abay, by the blood, of Chriſt, and the 
application of thy mercy," through him, to my. foul; 
- for that Scripture did lay much upon me, with- 
out ſpecding ef blocd there is no redemption, i Heb. 
xxii, And that which made. me the more afraid 
of this, was, becauſe I had feen ſome, who, 
though when they were under the wounds of con- 
ſeience, would cry and pray; vet, feeling. rather 
preſent eaſe for their trouble, than pardon for 
ther fin, cared not how they lo their guilt, ſo 
they got it out of their mind: Now having got 
it / oif the wrong way, it was not ſanctiſied unto 
them; but! they grew harder and blinder, and 
more Licked after their trouble. I. his made me 
afraid; and made me cry to God-the more, that 
it might not be ſo with me. 

87 And now 1 was ſorry; that God: had made 
me mag, for I feared, ITwas d reprobate : I count- 
ed man. as unconverted ;»thei moſt--doleful i of 'all': Wor, 
creatures. Thus being afflicted and: toſſed about 
my ſad 'gdridttiong I counted wyſelf alone, and Nag 

_ above the moſtiaf men unblaſſed. holy fas 

88. Yea, I, thought: it impollibleothat· ever 1.47 

ſbould-attain -t much ä heart, 24. thc 
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THE OE SNN. 41 
hank 8 6 wg bad, made g An Man s- 
pdeed,144the molt nable-by een, @f ell s 
| 0 de Leila abus eu he hed? 7 
mat e {Lhe vbsaſts, bird, 
ech their, condigipy for thex 
dad. not a finful-nature4: they were not obnoxious 
to the wrath, of Gd they were not to go tocbell- 
ire after death; I. could therefore have rejoiceds 


to had my Con ition been AS An of (theirs. Nen „ 
he . 89. In this condition Went. a great while ; but 
s ; hen the comforting time was come, IL heard one 
„ Peach a ſermon on theſe words in the Songs (Song 


wv. 1.) Behold. thou art Fair; my laue; beheld thou 
rt fair, But at that time, he made theſe two 
words, ny lowe, ie chief and ſubject, matter; 
from which,, after he had a little opened the 
text, he e theſe, ſeveral. concluſions; 1. 
hat the church, and. ſo evary. ſaved. ſeal, js/Chriff's 
we, when foveleſs. i Chriſt +. Igve without 4 
cauſe. 23» Cbriſ : Jowe,.i which hath been bated.of 
world. +4. Ghrift's love, auben unden tempia- 
ion and. under. ffraGion, » 8. 2 brit's hwe from 
rot n to laſt... 1 1'3/ d 03 ld - 
to . 90. But I got nothing * what he. ſaid at;pre- . 
nd ſent; only when he came, to the application of 
me the fourth particular, 29 was the. word he ſaid; 
1at of ii it be fo, that the Javed. ſaul ii Chris lowts 
alen under temptation and deftrudion; then, pom 
de Nah faul, when: thou. art aſſaulted and aflittes 
n=" with temptationc, and the hidings, of face, yet Mint 
all: Won the/e tauo words, my love, till. 
uit. 91. 80 as I was going home, the fe words ame 
nd again into my thoughts; and I well remembers. 
ey as they came in, I ſaid thus in my heart, N hat 


mY /77/81 get by thinking en theſe two words,? This 
on ii had 26 Cone Faſed 3 "4 


i 
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42 se asse 7 
but theſe words began thus te kindle in my ſpirit, 
% art my Jove; bo art my love, twenty times 

together, and in 5s they tan in my mind, they 

waxed ſironger and warmer, and began to mak 
ms lock up] bot being as yet between hope and 

_ Fear, TI fit" replied” 18 my heart, But 11 tru; 
but is it true?” At Which 2 ſentefice fell upon 
me. He wift not that it was trac,” which was 
done unto him © 1 angel, Acts x11. 9. Eyre 
92. Then I began to give place to the word, 
which with power, did over and over make this 

Joyful four within my ſoul, Thor art my love, 
thou art ny love, and nothing ſhall” fepnrate thet 
| love. And with Une my heart was filled 

full of comfort and hope, and now F-could be- 

lieve that my fins woul be forgiven me; yea, 1 

| was now ſo taken with the love and merey of 

God, that I remember, I could net tell how te 

eontain till I got home: F thought I could have 

ſpoken of his love, and have told ef his merey to 
me, even to the very crows that fat vpdn ea 
=p. e lands befare me, had they beert-capa- 
ble to have underſtood me: Wherefore J ſaid in 
my ſoul, witk much gladiiefs, Well, would I had 

a pen and ink here, I would write this down-be- 

_ fore II po any farther; for ſurely I will no* forget 

this forty years hence : But, alas! within les 

than forty days 1 began to queſtion ul again; 
which made me begin to queſtion all r. 

93. Yet ſtill at times I was helped to beſieve; 

that it was a true manifeſtation of grace unto my 

foul, though I had loft much of the life and ſa- 
vour of it. Now about a week or a fortnight Pan, 

_ | after this, T was'much followed by this 'Seripture; ith 

Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath* defired to have 

Jon, n 315 and — it would W rt 
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bs toad within me, yea, and as it were; eall ſo 
trongly after me, that onee, above all the reſt,' I 
rned my head over my ſhoulder, thinking ve- 
nly that ſome man had, behind me, called me; 
being at a great diſtance, methought he called 
ſo loud: It came, as L have thought fince, to 
have ſtirred me up to prayer, and to Lachfülges 
t came to acquaint me, that a cloud and a form 
vas coming Gown on 1 hut 1 unde faded IE 
not. ' 
94. Alfo, as I rementbes, that time chat it | 
called to me ſo loud, was che laſt time that it” 
founded in mine ears; but methinks I hear ſtill 
ich what a loud voice theſe words, Simon, Simon, 
funded in mine ears. I thought verily, as . 
have told you, that ſomebody had called aſter 


of Ine, that was half a mile behind me: And at- 


to though that was not my name, yet it made me 
ve adden ly look behind me, believing that he that” 
to called ſo loud, meant me. 

be 95. But fo fooliſh was I, and i ignorant, that 1 
2+ Irnew not the reaſon of this ſound ; (which as I 
in aid both ſee and feel ſoon after, was ſent” from 
ad Heaven as an alarm, to awakin me to provide 
e. For what was coming) only I would mufe and 
et Nronder in my mind, to think what ſhonld be the. 
ef ſeaſon of this Scripture, and that at this rate, fo* 
ten and ſo loud, it ſhould ſtil! be foundiny and 
utling in mine ears: But, as I ſaid before, ſoon” 


e ter perceived the end of God therein. 
ny 96. For, about the ſpace of a month Aer; 4 
a- Ferry great ſtorm came down upon me, which” 
be fandled me twenty times worſe than all Thad met 


ith before; it came ſtealing upon me, now by 
dne piece, "then by pon Firſt, all ny com- 
rt was taken from m ; then dar dar ſeized” 


upon 


j + % | . Wah 
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upon meg. aftet which, whole floods of blaſpheq Wi 
| mieg, both | again; God, Chriſt, andothe Sgrip- 6 
ture, We poured: upon «my - ſpirit, iq my great Mt 
contafion-and-atonihmeng,.,; Theſe..blaſpnemous WF 
thavghts'wereduch AS ſtirred up queſtions i in me Wt 
againſt the,very. Being of God, and of his only be. 
loved Son : As whether, thore WEredn, truth, a; God 
or Chriſt? And whether the Holy Scriptures were Ne 
not rathen à fable, and „ than the,. 
holy and pure word of God ; 
| +' 972; The, tempter oak alle much. aſſault, me 
| with this, How: can: bu tell, but has the, Turks. had, Ire 
9 as £904; Seriptutes tu prowe their. Mahomet %e Sa- Ith 
mas * gave fe, prove aur Jeſus ? And, ,could lo 
1 I think thats Jo) many ten thouſands, ind uany Han 
| countries.and kinggoms, ſhould be. without the. know- he 
= edge ef the right, ay te Heaven; (if « there; were: 
4 indeed a Heaven) and that aue only, abo live in a 
ö 


corner. of the earth, bauld. alone be blefſed\ there: 
 ewith? Every one +4 think his own religion e 
both Jews, aud Moors, and Pagans; and how if all 
our. faith, and. Ghai, and eee 7 ae be Gut: 
thinking /o tag. 3 I FE | 
„Sometimes i of have, ace rene to argue 
againſt theſe. ſuggeſtions, and. to ſet ſome of the 
ſentences of bleſſed Pnul againſt them; but, alas! 
5 I quickly felt, when I thus * ſuch arguings as 
theſe would return again upon me, Though wt 
made. ſo great @ matter Paul, and of. his cord, 
yet bow could I tell gw but Bat in ue deed, he being 
a ſubilè and. cunning man, might give himſelf up to 
_ deceivg with ftrong d:lufrons 3, and alſo take ene 
and travel, to undo and teftroy. his. fellows. | 
99. "Thele ſuggeſtions (with many other which 
at this time I may not, nor dare not utter, neither 


by. word br pen) did make ſuch a Lots upoa 
my 
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THt err oF /s1vERs, Oh 
my {pirit, and did 10 overdveigh my hed been 
With their numbef, continuande, and ſie Ty for : 
that I felt as if there were nothing elſe | 
from morning to night within me; and as thougk 
indeed, there could be room for nothing elle 3 
and alſo concluded, That Cod had, in very 
wrath;to my foul, Siren me up to them, to be 
carried away with them, as 2 9 a mighty whirl- 
2 „ ee eee T 
60.” Only by the Aiffaſte 6-09 they gave kts 
my phie, T- felt there aba Something ig the," that 
refuſed to tmorace me. "But this conſideration: 1 
then only Had, When God gave me leave to ſwal- 
low my ſpittle; . otherwiſe the Hoiſe, and-trength, 
and force of theſe temptations would'drown” and 
vverflow, and ast Were, bury all ſuch thoughts, 
or the remembrance of any ſuch thing. While I 
vas in this temptation, J often found my mind 
ſuddenly pat upon it to“ curſe and ſwear, ör to 
Ipeak ſome/grieygus thing againſt God, THAT 
his Son, and of the Scriptures.” - © e 
101. Now I thought, ſurely Lam poſſe od of 
he devil: At other times again I thought I ſhould 
de bereft of my wits; for inſtead of lauding and 
magnifying God the Lord with others, if I have 


* 4 v 


Pot heard him "ſpoken af, preſently: ſome moſt 
Norridle blaſphemous thoughts or other would bolt 


ut of my heart againft him; ſo that whether I 
lid think that God was, or again did think there 
ere no ſuch thing, no love, nor peace, nor gra- 
ious diſpoſition could I feel within neee. 
102. Theſe things did ſink me into very 

leſpair; for I concluded, that ſuch things Could 


ot p4i1bly be found amongſt them that loved 1 


od. IT often, when theſe temptations had been 
mu force: upon me, did * myſelf to the 
Cale 


at theſes _ 


peorcer teck up in her arms, and js carrying from 


2 9 a * * 
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4% RACE: ABOUNDING ro 
cCeaſe of: ſuch a child, whom ſome gypſey hath by 


friend and country: Kick ſometimes I did, and 
alſo ſhriek and cry; bat yet 1 Was bound in the 
wings of the temptation, and the wind would 
carry me away. I thought alſo of Saul, and of 
the evil ſpirit that did poſſeſs him; and did grealy 
fear that my condition was the ſame with that of 
his, 1 Nag: i N | 

103. In theſe days, when I have heard others 


talk of what was the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
ten would the tempter ſo provoke me to deſite 


to ſin that ſin, that I Was as if I could not, mult 
not, neither ſhould be quiet until I had com- 

mitted it; now no ſin would ſerve but that: If it 
were to be committed by ſpeaking of ſuch a word, 
then I have been as if my mouth would have 
ſpoken that word, whether I would or no: And 


in fo ſtrong a meaſure was this temptation upon 


me, that often I have been ready to clap my 
hands under my chin, to hold my mouth from 

opening; and to that end alſo I have had thoughts 
at other times, to leap with my head downward, 


into ſome muckhill-hole or other, to keep myſ”* 


mouth from ſpeaking. PREY e 
104. Now again ' beheld the condition of the 
dog and toad, and counted the eſtate of every 
thing that God had made, far better than this 
dreadful ſtate of mine, and ſuch as my companions 
was: Yea, gladly would I have been in the con- 
dition of a dag or horſe ; for I knew they had no 
ſouls. to periſh: under the everlaſting weight of 
hell, or fin, as mine was like to do. Nay, and 


. though I ſaw this, felt this, and was brcken ta 
pieces with it; yet that which added to my ſor- 
row was, that I could not find, that with al 0 


* 


f vu CHIEF or SINNERS, | 
by foul L did defire deliverance... That Scripture, ad 
alſo tear and rend my ſou] in the midſt of theſe 
— diſtractions, The a,,, are like. the troubled -_ 
ne fl ich canner. roft, whoſe, waters caſt. up mire. and 
na%. There id n peace 10 the- * Kaul, 2 
of Cod, Haiah lvuy. en,, 
log. And nom my heart was, at times, its 
ceeding hard; if I would have given a thouſand 
paunds for a tear; could not ſhed ane; no nor 
or; l ometimes ſcarce deſire to ſhed one. l was 
ot much Keen to think that this would be my 
are lot. L faw ſome could mourn and lament their 
fo ; and others, again, could rejoice .and, . bleſs 
God for Chriſt; and others again, -could-.quietly _ 
Cr talk of, and with gladneſs remember. the word of 
c OW God ; while 1 — was in the ſtorm or tempeſt. 
This much ſunk me, I thought my condition Was 
\ 4041906, I ſhould therefore much bewail my hard 
Map, but get out of, or get rid of theſe things, 1 
po cauld not. | 


2 106. While this temptation laſted, hich was. 
a about a year, [ could attend upon none of the or- 
4 1 linances of God, but with fore and great afflic- 


tion. Yea, then was I moſt diſtreſſed with blaſ- 
phemies: If I had been hearing the word, then, 
the neleanneſs, blaſphemies and deſpair would hold 
ne a captive there; if I have been reading, then 
ometimes I had ſudden thoughts to queſtion all 
read; ſometimes again, my mind would be ſo 
angely ſnatched away, and poſſeſſed with other 
hings, 9 — I have neither known, nor re by. 

tor remembered, ſo much as the ſentence at but 5 


' 1 ow. I have read. 

107. In prayer alſo I. have been greatly trou- 
Ned at this time; ſometimes I have thought 1 
felt kit behind me, pull my clothes? : He 


3 


8 1 ebe above 70 

would. be alſo continually at me in time of prnheß 

te have done; break off, fflake haſte, you Nays 

ayed enough, and ſtay no longer; ſtill drawing 

mind away Sometimes alſo he would caſt in 

ſuch wicked thoughts as theſe, That I muft pray 
to him, or for him : I have thought ſometimes of 
that, Fall down; or, TP thuit' wilt Fell I and 
worBiy me," Matt. i HON 3 2; . | 
1008. Alſd, When becauſe 1 Kae had Ander . 
ing thoughts in the time of this duty, I Have la.. 
bhured te compoſeꝰ my | mind,” and fix it upon 
God; then with great force hack the tempter 1a- Wh 
boured to diſtract me, and cohfound me, and to l 
turn away my mind, by preſenting” to my heart { 
and baue the form of a buſſi, à bull, a beſom, “ 
or the Hke, as if I ſhould pray to theſe : To theſe ſW* 
he would alſo Fo foinetitnes 'eſpecialiy) ſo hold 
my mind, that I was as if I could think of no- 
thing elle, or pray to nothing elſe bat to theſe, be 

$ or ſuch as they. = 
og. Yet at times I ſhould have Gale tron fo 
and heart- affecting apprehenſions of God, and the WF" 
reality of the truth of his Goſpel :- But, oh how mn. 
would my heart, at ſuch times put forth itſelf with 
unexprefſible - groanings, My whole. ſoul was 
then in every word; I fhould ery with pangs after 
God, that he would be merciful unto me : But 
then 1 ſhould be daunted again with ſuch conceits 
Ag theſe; I ſhould think that God did ' mock” at 
- theſe my prayers, ſaying, and that 1 in the audience 
of the! holy angels, This poor /imple wretch doth 
banker after me, as if I had nothing to dg with ny 
mercy, but to beſtow it on ſuch as "he. las, poor 
foul! how art thou deceived! It is not {* fact as 
the to bau N with b the Higheſt. 
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THE CHIEF OF /SINNERS. \ 49 
er, 110. Then hath the tempter came upon me 
v6 WW alſo with ſuch diſcouragements as theſe: Von are 

ng very Hot for mercy, but I will cool you ; this frame 

in a not loft always: Many have been as hot as 

ray (9 for a ſpirit, but I have quenched their zeal; 

-of MW (and with this, ſuch and ſuch, who were fallen 

and off, would be ſet before mine eyes.) Then T 

- * Wvould be afraid that I ſhould do fo too: But, , 
ler- thought I, I am glad this comes into my mind: 1 
1a. Well, I will watch, and take what care I can. 
Thee gh you do, (ſaith Satan I Hall be too hard 

14: r you; I will cool you inſen/ibly, by degrees, by 

to itle and litth, What care J, (faith he) though 

art II be even years in chilling your beart, if I can do 

zm, % «7 laft * Contimially rocking will lull a crying 

\eſe Ncbild afleep : I-wwill ply it cloſe, but I will have my 

old Ne accompliſhed. Though you be burning hot at ' 
no-reſent, yet I tan pull you from this fire; I ſhall 

eſe, bade you cold before it be long. . 
55 111. Theſe things brought me into great ſtraits; 
ong or as I at preſent could not find myſelf fit for 
the Ipreſent death, fo I thought, to live long, would 
ow make me yet more unfit; for time would make 
vith me forget all, and wear even the remembrance of 

the evil of fin, the worth of Heaven, and the 
need J had of the blood of Chriſt to waſh me, 
both out of mind and thought: But I thank 
Chriſt Jeſus, theſe things did not at preſent make 
mer ſlack my crying, but rather did put me more 
pon it, (like her who met with the adalterer, 


ere ond 
1 r 


Deut. xxii. 26.) in which days that was a god 
Nord to me, after I had ſufered theſe things a 
poor While; I am perſuaded that neither heighth, nr 
þ as epth, death nor 775 &c. Hall ſeperate us from thei. Þþ 

is in Chri/? Jeſus, Rom. viii. 39. -Þ 
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And now I hoped long life would not deſtroy me 

nor make me miſs of Heaven. nn. 
112. Vet I had ſome ſupports in this tempta 
tion, though they were then all queſtioned by 
me; that in Fer. iii. at the firſt was ſomething 
to me; and ſo was the conſideration of verſe « 
of that chapter; that though we have ſpoken and 
done as evil things as we could, yet we ſhall crit! 
unto God, My Father, thou art the guide of nh 
youth; and ſhall return unto him. 10 
113. I had alſo once a ſweet glance from tha 
In 2 Cor. v. 12. For be hath made him 10 be f 
oy for us, who #new no fin, that we might be mad 
; ll be righteouſneſs of God in him, 1 I emember that 
= one day, as | was ſitting in a neighbour's houſe 
and there very ſad at the conſideration of m 
many blaſphemies; and as I was ſaying in m. 
mind, Nhat ground have 1, to jay that I, ua. 
Hase been ſo vile and abominable, ſhould ever ina: 
Berit vternal life ?."T'þat word tame ſuddenly upa 
me, What ſhall weſ-ayt o theſe things? If God | 
Pr us, who. can be againſt us? Rom. viii. 1 
Thhat alſo was an help to me, Becau/e I liue, yi 
Hall live alfo, John xiv. 19. But theſe word 
were but hints, touches, and ſhort viſits, thong 
very ſweet when prefent ; only they laſted not 1 
but ide 10 Peter's ſheet, off a ſudden were caugl 
op from me, to Heawen again, Acts x. 16, 
114. But afrerwards the Lord did more full 


i 
' A 

_— 

[ =. 


and graciouſly diſcover himſeif unto me, and infod 
2 deed did quite, not only deliver me from tihy n 
.guwit thot by theſe *things was laid upon my Ccolfake 


- - Feronce, but alſo from the very filth thereof; ft 
. the rempration was removed, and 1 was put in 

my right nund again, as other Chriſtians were. 
| 5 115. In 
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pt wickedneſs and blaſphemy of my heart, and 
by onſidering the enmity that was in me to God, 
\ingthat Scripture came into my mind, He hath made 


lace by the blood of bis croſs, Col. i. 20. by 
that God and my ſoul were friends by his blood; 


ſoul could embrace and kiſs each other, through 
is blood. This was a good day to me; I-hope 


[ ſhall never forget it. 


. % 
. 


y houſe, and muſing on my wretchedneſs, the 


mii Feraſmuch then as children are partaters of the fleſp 
1 mſend blood, he al/o himſelf likexviſe took part of the 
<vhWame, that through death he might deſtroy him that 
r inWad the power of death, that is, the devil; and 


thought that the glory of theſe words was then 
o weighty on me, that I was both once and twice 


ouble, but with ſolid joy and peace. 


f holy Mr. Gerd, whoſe doctrine, by God's 


race, was much for my ſtability. This man 
nade much his buſineſs to, daliver the people of 
od from all thoſe falſe and unſound teſts, that 
Wy nature we, are ng. 20: He weuld bid us 


"Fake Tpecial heed that we took not up any truth 


an or men; but cry mightily to God, that he 


e. ould convince us of the reality thereof, and ſet 


I down therein by his own ipirit in the holy 
JJ Eo Ogre) word: 
ay | 


- 
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115. I remember that one day, as I was tra- 
lang into the country, and muſing on the 


hich I was made to ſee, both again and again, 


ea, I ſaw that the juſtice of God and my ſinful | 


116. At another time, as I fat by the fire in 


Lord made that alſo a precious word unto me, 


feliver thoſe who through the fear of death were 
ul their life ſubjed to ; MEE; Heb: i % 


eady to ſwoon as I ſat; yet not witk grief and 


117. At this time I alfo fat under the miniſtty 


pon truſt; as from this, or that, or any other 
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52 GRACE ABOUNDING' TO 
word: For, faid he, if you do otherwiſe, when 
temptation comes, if ftrongly upon you, you nd 
having regeived them with evidence from Hei. 
ven, will find you want that help and ſtrengt 
now to reſiſt that once you thought you had. 
118. This was as ſeaſonable to my ſoul, as th 
former and latter rains in their ſeaſon; for I ha 
found, anc «at by ſad experience, the truth d 
theſe his wGrus; (fer I had felt, no man can ſay 
eſpecialty when tempted by the devil, that Jeſu 
Chriſt is Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt.) Where 
fore I found my foul, through grace, very apt 
drink in this doctrine, and to incline to pray t 
God, that in nothing that pertained to God 
glory, and my own eternal happineſs, he wouk 
uffer me to be without the confirmation there 


9 


_ from Heaven; for now I ſaw clearly, there vi. 
=_ an exceeding difference betwixt the notion 4,” 
= the fleſh and bicod, and the revelation of Ge 
| in Heaven: Alio a great difference betwit 
1 that faith that is feigned, and according 
man's wiſdom, and of that which comes by W 
1 man's being born thereto of God, Mat. xvi. 1 443 
Fl r F „ J 3 »y 
S 119. But, oh! now, how was my foul led fro 
= truth to truth by God! Even from the birth any | | 
_— Cradle of the Son of God, to his acceſſion, a „ 
= fccond coming from Heaven to judge the wor 
4 120. Truly, I then found, upon this accor . 
SH the great God was very good unto me; tor, WF 
my remembrance, there was not any thing that dg 
then cried unto God to make known, 4nd reve __— 
unto me, but he was pleaſed to do it for me; l. 
mean, not cue part of the Goſpel of che % 
Jeſus, but I was orde:ly led into it. Metheugz, fo 


I faw with great evidence, from the four Evi 
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reſiſts, the wonderful works of God, in giving. S 
eſus Chriſt to. ſave us, from his conception and _ 
dirt, even to. his ſecond coming to judgient-;. 
ethought I was as if I had ſeen him born, as if 
had ſeen him grow up; as if I had ſeen him 
uk through this world, from the cradle to the! 
oſs ; to which alſo, when he came, I ſaw aow 
rently he gave himſelf to be hanged, and nailed. 
it, for my fins and wicked doing. Allo as I 
as muſing on this his progreſs, that dropped on 
ny ſpirit, He was ordained for the ſlaughter, 1 


12,30; +5 5: As | | 
121. When I have conſidered alſo the truth of 
is reſurrection, and have remembered that word, 
ſouch me net, Mary, &c. I have ſeen, as if he 
ad leaped out of the grave's mouth, for joy, that 
e was riſen again, and had got the conqueſt over 
ur dreadful foes, John xx. 17. I have alſo, in 
de Spirit, ſeen him a man, on the right-hand of 
od the Father for me; and have ſeen the man- 
et of his coming from Heaven, to judge the 
orld with glory, and have been confirmed in 
beſe things by theſe Scriptures following, Ads 
9, 10, and vii. 56, and x. 42. Heb. vii. 24. 
nd viii. 38. New. i. 18. 1 79%. iv. 17, 18. 
122. Once I was troubled to know whether 
e Lord Jeſus was man as well as God, and God 
well as mall: And truly, in thoſe days, let 
en fax what they would, unleſs I had it with. 
vidende from Heaven, all was nothing to me; 
coanted myſelf not ſet down in any truth of 
od. Well, was much troubled about this 
dint, and could not tell how to be reſolved; at 
It, that in Rev. v. came into my mind, And [ 
| bela, and lo, in the mid/? of the threat, and of | 
„eur beaſts, and in ihe midſt of the elders, fhood 
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= 84 GRACE ; ABOUNDING. ro 
saab. In the midſt of the throne, thought! , 
there is the God- head; in the midſt of the elders, 
there is his Man-hood: But oh! methought this 
did gliſter! It was a goodly touch, and gave me 
A fect ſatisfaction. I hat other Scriptute did alſo 
= help me much in this, To us à child is born, ti 
j us a ſon is given, and the government ſhall be up 
_ his houlders: And bis name jhall be called Wonder. 
l, Counfellor, the Mighty God, the Everlaſtingiſ*: 
l Father, the Prince of Peace, &c. Tai. ix. 6. not 
123. Aifo, beſides. theſe teachings of God info: 
his word, the Lord made uſe of two things toffſÞf 
confirm me in this truth; the one was the errors or 
of the Qualert, and, the other was the guilt off 
fin: For as the 2zaters did oppoſe the truth, ſo ue 
God did the more confirm me in it, by leading ry 
me into the Scripture that did wonderfully main- 7 
_ 5 | I 
5 The errors that this people then main 
inte : C 
„ the Holy Scripture ere not the ord 0 
C . 
2. Fhat every man in the world had the fpirit 0 
Chriſt, grace, faith, &c. | 
2. 75, hat Chrift. Feſus, as crucified, and dying 
Axteen hundred years ago, did not ſary. Divis | 
£14 ice for the fins of the people. 
hat Chriſtis fleſh" and blood aa avithin thi 
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5. That the bodies of the gone and A 2 ar 
' Buried in the church-yard, Hall not ariſe again. 
_ That the reſurrection 75 paſt with good "amt 
Iregay. 
7 man Teſs, that Was cracified be 
0 Haven tb ow on e Calvary, 1 1 a1 
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ON 


tl, f Canaan, by Jerufalem, vas. no! aſcended above 15 
ri, any raven. os gd ap ORE 
. That he ſhould net, even the ſame Jeſus that 


lied by the hand of the Jews, come again at the laſt 
lay; and as man, judge all nations, &c. 


re in thoſe. days fomented by them, by whi 
was driven to a more narrow ſearch of the Scrip- 
omforted in the truth; and as I ſaid, the guilt 


if fin did help me much; far ſtill as that would 


of again, and again, and again; and that too 
weetly, according to the Scripture. O friends! 


s xone-teacheth like him. 


* - 


night fo Co, lead me intò his words; yea, an 


ver, both of his own being, and the being of 
nis Son, and Spirit, and Word, and Goſpel. _ 


Into you again, that in general he was pleaſe 


0 be afflicted with temptations concerning them 
nd then reveal them to me: As ſcmetimes I 
aguld le under great guilt for ſin, even cruſhed 


ould find, and that before I was 
„ 


* 


125. Many more vile and abominable thingy 
Cit 


ures, and was, through their light and teſtimony, 
ot only enlightened, but gently, confirmed and 


ome upon me, the blood of Chriſt did take it 


ry. to God to reveal Jeſus Chriſt unto you 5, there : 


126. It would be too long here to ſtay, to tell 
you, in particular, how God did ſet me down in 
ll. the things of Chriſt, and how he did, that he 


uo how he did open them unto me, and make 
hem ſhine before me, and cauſe them to dwell - 
ith me, talk with me, and comfort me over and 


127). Only this, as I ſaid before, I will ſaz 755 
o take this courſe with me; Firſt, To ſuffer me 


o the ground therewith; and then the Lord 
vould {hew me the death of Chrift ; yea, and fo _ 
rinkle my- conſcience with his blood, that 1 
aware, that ia 


— 


ſtrength of their wits and parts, ſtudied to anſwer 


£6 . GRACE ABOUNDING To 
that conſcience, where but juſt now did reign and 
rage the law, even there would reſt and abide the 
peace and love of God, through Chriſt. 
128. Now J had an evidence, as J thought, of 
my ſalvation from Heaven, with many golden 
ſeals thereon, all hanging in my ſight: Now could 
- remember this manifeſtation, and the other diſ. 
covery of grace, with comfort; and would often 
Jong and defire that the laſt day were come, that! 
might be for ever inflamed with the ſight, audiMbc 
joy, and communion, with him whoſe head was 
crowned with thorns, whoſe face was ſpit ppon, Wh 
and body broken, and ſoul made an offering forWD. 
my fins: For whereas before I lay continually 
trembling at the mouth of Hell, now methoughtWme 
I was got fo far therefrom, that I could not, when in- 
I looked back, ſcarce diſcern it: And oh! thoughtth! 
I, that I were fourſcore years old now, that Ii 
might die quickly, that my ſoul might be -goneFWup. 
129. But before I had got thus far cnt of theſe 
my temptations, I did greatly long to ſee ſome an- 
cient godly man's experience, who had writ ſomeſſſov 
hundreds of years before I was born; for, for thoteFcle: 
- who had writ in our days, I thought (but I defire l fe 
them now to pardon me) that they had writ ons 
that which others felt: or elſe had, through th 


ſuch objections as they perceived others were per. burt 
plexed with, without going down themſelves intoaga! 
the deep. Well, after many . ſuch longings njſſus, ; 
my mind, the God, in whoſe hands are all ou 
days and ways, did caſt into my» hand (one day) 
a. bock of Martin Luther's; it was his comment 
on the Galatians; it alſo was ſo old, that it wa bore 
ready to fall piece from piece, if I did but tur! 


a” 


ES 


| uE ontzy or SINNERS.. ql Tie. 
tover. Now I was pleaſed much, that ſuch an 
ld book had fallen into my hands; ; the which, 
when I had but a little way peruſed, I found my 
ondition in his experience, fo largely and pro- 
foundly handled, as if his book had been written 


den put of my heart. This made me marvel; for thus 
ald thought I, This man could not know any thing 
diſ. of the ſtate of Chriſtians now, but muſt needs write 

fren Wand ſpeak the experience of former days. i 
at! 725 Beſides, he doth moſt e alſo in that | 
and boo, debate of the riſe of theſe tenprations, - 


namely, blaſphemy, deſperation, and the ke; 
ſewing that the law of Mo/es, as well as the 
tor Devil, Death, and Hell, hath a very great hand“ 
ally herein :* The which, at firſt, was very ſtrange to 
me; but conſidering and watching, found it ſo- 
. But of particulars here, I intend no- 
thing; only this methinks I muſt let fall before 
ll men, I do prefer this book of. Martin Luther 
upon the Galatians, (excepting the Hely Bible) 


fit for a wounded conſcience. | 
131. And now | found, as I thought, that 1 
oved Chriſt dearly : Oh! methought my ſoul 
cleaved unto him, my affections cleaved unto him: 
felt my love to him as hot as fire; and now, as 
Jeb ſaid, I thought I ſhould die in my neſt; but 
did quickly find, that my great mm was but too 
little; and that I. who Eg 
durnin ag love to Jeſus Chriſt, 8 let him ge 
again for a very triſle; God can tell how to abaſe 
us, and can hide pride from man. Quickly after 
this my love was tried to . 
132. For after the Lor 
us graciouſly delivered me from this great and 
wagore temptation, and had ſet me down ſo ſweetly 
1 ; | 


before all the books that ever I have ſeen, as moſt h 


I thought, ſuch” -. | : 


had, in this manner, 


r 


in the faith of his holy Goſpel, and had given me 
uch ſtrong conſolation and bleſſed evidence from 
Heaven, touching my intereſt in his love through 
Chriſt; the tempter came upon me again, and 

that with a more grievous and dreadfu] tempta- 


„%%% // ERS 
133. And that was, To /ell and part with the 
mo bleſſed ( briſt, to exchange him for the things 
„/ this life, for any thing. The temptation lay 
upon me for the ſpace of a year, and did follow 
me ſo continually, that I was not rid of jt one 
day in a month; no not ſometimes vne hour in 
many days together, unleſs wher I was aſleep, w 
__ 134: And though, in my judgment, I was 4 

pe: uaded, that thoſe who were once effectually be 

in Chriſt, (as I hoped, through his grace, I had © 
ſeen myſelf,) could never loſe him for ever; 

For the land ſhall not be fold for ever, for the land ® 


eq 4: hg Aa as 


i mine, faith God, Lev. xxv. 23.) yet it was a 1 
cContinual vexation to me, to think that I ſhould 2 
01 


have {0 much as one ſuch thought within me 
|. againſt a Chriſt; a jeſus, that had done for me * 
| + as he had done; and yet then I had gjmoſt none. 
others, but fuck blaſphemous one. 
135. But it was neither my diſlike of the a 
thought, nor yet any deſire and endeavour toi Nr 
feſitt it, that in the leaſt did ſhake or abate the 
 - continuation or force and ſtrength thereof; for it 
F. © did always, in almoſt whatever F thought, inter. 
mi,; itſelf therewith, in \ſuch ſort, that T could 
ö neither eat my food, ſtoop for a pin, chop a ſtick, 
or caſt mine eye to look on this or that, but ſtill 
the temptation would come, Sell Chriſt for this, 
br ſel] Chrif# for that; ſell him, ſell him. 
136. Sometimes it would run in my thoughts, 
 notſo little as a hundred times together, Seil * 
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1 him. ſell br Againſt which, I may ſay, for 
whole ? Zours nk 8887 I have been forced to ſand 5 
25 continuall e vu forcing my ſpirit a a- Wy 
gainſt i it, left haply, before 1 'werp. aware, ſome- | - 
wicked thought. kr ariſe in my heart, that 
might conſent thereto; and ſometimes the temp- 
ter would make me believe 1 had conſented to it; 
but then I ſhould be as tortured * a rack, 

gh whole days together. 

This temptation did put me to FE 
"nie leſt I ſhould at ſometimes, I ſay, conſent 
thereto, and be overcome therewith, that by the 

27 force of my mind, in labouring to gain . 


2 reſiſt this wickedneſs, m 1 5 very body wou | 
ly be put into action or motion, by way of puſhing \? 
ad Nor chr uſting , with my hands or el bows; Bit a 
5 


„vill nor, Iavill not, I aulll not : no, not for thouſands, 
thouſands, thouſands of worlds : 'Thus reckoning, 
14 [ct I ſhould in the midſt of theſe aſſaults, ſet too 
low a value on him; even until I ſcarce well knew 
where I was, or how to be compoſed a 
138. At theſe ſeaſons he would erp wp me eat 
my food at quiet; but, forſooth, when I was ſet 
he Hat the table at any meat, I muſt go hence to 
to pray; 1 muſt leave my food now, and juſt now, 
the ſo counterfeit holy alſo would! this Aevit es. - 
* Does I was thus tempted, I ſhould ſay in myſelf; 
er- New I am at meat, let me make an end. No, ſaid 
ald be, you mußt do it now, or you will difpleaſe God, 
ck, al eſpe Chrift. Wherefore I was much afict- 
nil ed with theſe things - znd becauſe of the finful- 
i, neſs of my nature (imagining that theſe were im- 
I palſes from God) I ſhould deny to do it, as if I 1 
Maes Gels pug then ſhould 1 not be as guilty, 
F because 


i] 
ſwering as faſt as the deſtroyer ſaid, Sell bim: I 
; 
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fo. cone ABOUNDING. o 
betauſe I did not obey a temptation of the devil, 
as if T had broken the law of God indeed. 
F: = 139. But to be brief: One morning as I did 
| lie in my bed, I was, as at other times, moſt 
- fiercely a aulted with this temptation, To 2 and 
Pari wvith Chriſt; the wicked ſuggeſtion ſtill run- 
ning in my mind, Sell him, /ell him, ſell him, ſell 
him, ſell him, as faſt as a man could ſpeak : A- 
ainſt which alſo, in my mind, as at other times, 
E anſwered, No, no, not for thouſands, thouſands, 


| 
thouſands, at leaſt twenty times together: But at ! 
laſt, after much ſtriving, even until I was almoſt i 
cout of breath, I felt this thought paſs through 
my heart, Let him go if he will; and I thought , 
0 


—— - as 


allo, that I felt my heart freely conſent thereto. 
Oh! the diligence of Satan! Oh! the deſperate- 
neſs of man's heart! 
140, Now was the battle won, ant down fell f 
I, as'a bird that is ſhot from the top of a tree; I. 
into great guilt, and fearful deſpair. Thus get-W 0 
ting out of my bed, I went moping into the h 
field; but God ktiows, with as heavy an heart ſe 
as mortal man, I think, could bear; where, for th 
the ſpace of two hours, I was like a man bereft li 
of life; and, as now, paſt all recovery, and bound 
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| ,> over to eternal puniſhment. 1 en 
4 141. And withal, that Scripture did ſeize up- in 

on my ſoul: Or prophanc perſon, as Eſau, wif th 

for one mor/el of meat, ſold his birth-right For ji ea 

know, how that afterwards, wwhen he would hav un 
inherited the bleſing, he aas rejected; For he found © 

no place of repentance, though he Sought it careful fur 

evith tears, Heb. Xii. 16, 1 for 

142. Now was I as one bound, I felt myſe mi 

me 


hut up unto the judgment to come; nothing 


: ROW7 N08 two years toguther, would abide with tur 
by <br me #- * 
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l, me, but damnation, and an expectation of dam- 4 
| nation: I ſay, nothing now would abide with me 
id WW but this, fave ſome few moments for relief, as in 


ot the ſequel! you will fee. _. 1 55 Ef 
1d 143. Theſe words were to my ſoul, like fetters 
n- WF of braſs to my legs, in the continual ſound of 
l which I wert for feveral months together. But 
A- about ten or eleven o'clock on that day, as F was 
es, walking under a hedge (full of ſorrow and guilt, 


4% God knows) and bemoaning myſelf for this hard 


at bap, that ſuch a thought ſhould ariſe within me, my 


of M ſuddenly this ſentence ruſhed in upon me, The 
gh led of Chrift remits all guilt. At this I made a 
zhtWl ſtand in my ſpirit: With that this word teok - 
to: hold upon me, The blood of Jeſus Chriſt, his oaun 
te- Son, cleanſed us from all fin, 1 John i. 7. 
144. Now I began to conceive peace in my 
fell! ſoul, and methought I ſaw, as if the tempter did 
ee, leer and ſteal away from me, as being aſhamed 
et- of what he had done. At the ſame time alſo I 
the had my fin, and the blood of Chriſt, thus repre- 
ſented to me; That my fin, when compared to' 
the blood of Chriſt; was no more to it, than this 
little clod or ſtone before me, is to this vaſt and 


encouragement for the ſpace of two or three hours; 
in which time alſo, methought, I ſaw, by faith, 
the Son of God, as ſuffering for my fins: But be- 


under exaceding guilt again. 

ture concerning Z/az's ſelling of his birth- right; 
for that Scripture would lie all day long in my 
mind, and hold me down, ſo that I could by no 
means lift up myſelf; for when I would ſtrive to 
wil turn me to this Scripture or that, for relief, ſtill that 


me . ſentence 


wide field that here I ſee. This gave me good 


cauſe it tarried not, I therefore ſunk in my ſpirit, 


* 145. But chiefly by the afore-mentioned Scrip- ; 
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* EL onde Abo” T0- 
' © ſentence would be ſounding in me; For ye FR 
bono that afterwards, when he would have inherit- 
ad the bleffingj he found no place ef repentance, 
. be fought it carefully with tears, . 
146. Sometimes, indeed, I ſhould have a touch 
from that in Luke xxii. 31. 1 bade prayed for thee 
that thy faith fail not; but it would gt abide up- , 
on me; neither could I, indeed, when I confider- q 
,-ed my fate, find ground to conceive in the leaſt, : 
that there ſhould be the root of that grace in me, 2 
© having ſinned as I had done. Now was I tore ir 
and rent in an heavy caſe for many days together. lM 
247, Then began I with fad and careful heart, t 
tix conſider of the nature and largeneſs of my fin, I m 
and to ſearch into the word of God, if I could in MW, 
* any place eſpy a word of promiſe, or any en- 
couraging ſentence, by which I might take relief. I ;;, 
Wherefore I began to conſider that of Mart iii. . 
All manner of fins and blaſphemies ſhall be forgiven f 
"unto the ſons of men, wherewith ſoever they ſhall I ui 
 blaſpheme. Which place, NW at a bluſh, I ane 
did contain a large and glorious promiſe. for the wr 
: Pardon of high offences; but e the place ¶ By 
more fully, I thought it was rather to be under- I gj; 
Rood, as relating more chiefiy to thoſe who had, ¶ tho 
while in a natural eſtate, committed ſuch things as 90, 
there are mentioned; but not to me, who had not N. 
only received light and mercy, but that had both C= 
after, and alſo contrary to that, ſo Mane Chriſt ; 
as TI had done. to p 
148. I feared therefore that this wicked fin of to { 
mine, might be that fin unpardonable, . of, which aye, 
he there thus ſpeaketh: But he that ſhall: bla Dar 
\ Pheme againſt. the Holy Ghoſt, hath never forgi vg moſt 
 meſe, but is in danger of eiernal damnetion, Mark aſter 


il. And I did the rather give credit to this, be. ader 
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cauſe of that ſentence in the Hebrews : For n 
don how that afterwards, when he would bau = 
„( inherited the bleſſing, be was rejected; for he found, 
„ place of repentance, though. be ſaugbt it carefully: + 
with tears. And this ſtuck always with me. 


> 7 


149. And now was I both a burden and a ter- 


ror to myſelf; nor did I ever fo know, as no-, 
- W what it was to be weary of my life, and yet afraid 
„ to die. Oh! how gladly now would I have been 
„any body. but myſelf! any thing but a man, and 
© Win any condition but my own! for there was no 
r. ching did paſs more frequently over my mind. 
t, ¶ chan that it was impoſſible for me to be forgiven. 
„my tranſgreſſion, and to be ſaved from the wrath 
n i to come. d e 
1- 150. And now I began to labour to call again 
f. ¶ time that was paſt; wiſhing a thouſand times 
1. ¶ twice-told, that the day was yet to come, when 
en I ſhould be tempted to ſuch a fin; concluding 
a; © with great indignation, *both. againit my heart, 
h, ¶ and all affaults, how I would rather have been 
he W torn in pieces, than be found a conſenter thereto. 
ce But alas! theſe thoughts, and wiſhings, and re- 
r. folvings, were now too late to help me; this 
d, thought had paſfed my heart, God hath let me 
3 Woo, and I am fallen. Oh! thought I, hat is 
ot ¶ was avith me as in monthy paſt, as in the days when 
th God preſerved me + Job xxix. 2. % 
ri 151. Then again, being lothe and un willing 

to periſh, I began to compare my fin with others, ; 
oi e ſee if I could find that any of thoſe that were 
ich aved, had done as I had done. _ So I conſidered - © 
V David's adultery and murder, and found: them 
ve-Fmoſt heinous crimes; and thoſe too committed 
arKNafter light and grace received: But yet; by con-. $ 
be-Fiidering, I perceived that his tranſgreſſons were 
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| only fach as were againſt the law of Moſes; from 
which the Lord Chriſt could, with the conſent 
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of his word, deliver him: But mine was againſt 
Goſpel; yea, againſt the mediator thereof, [ 
had ſold my Saviour. 

152. Now again, ſhould L be as if racked upon 


EU hho wheel, en I cenfidered, That, bekder/the 


guilt that poſſeſſed me, I ſhould be ſo void of 


3 fo bewitehed! What, thought I, muſt it 
be no fin but this? Muſt it needs be the great 
tranſgreſton ? Pſalm xix, 13. Muſt that wicked- 
one touch my ſoul? 1 J v. 18. Oh! W 
ſting did I find in all theſe ſentences! | 


153. What, thought I, is there but one ſin 


chat is unpardonable ? But one fin that layeth 


the foul without the reach of God's mercy ;- and 
muſt I be guilty of that? Muſt it needs be that? 
Is there but one fin, among ſo many millions of 
fins, for which there is no forgiveneſs > and muſt 
I commit this? Oh, unhappy ſin! Oh! unhappy 
man ! Theſe things: would fo break and confound 


my ſpirit, that I could not tell what to do; I 
thought at times, they would have broke my 
wits; and. ſtill, to aggravate my miſery, that 


would run-in my-mind, You know how, that after- 
warde, æohen he would have inherited the bleſſing, 


be was rejected. Oh! no one knows the terrors 


of thoſe days but myſelf. 
154. After this 1 began to Feder of Peter s 


| fin, which he committed in denying his maſter : 


And indeed, this came nigheſt to mine of any 


that I could find, for he had denied his Saviour, 
as I, after light and mercy: received; yea, and 
that too, after warning given him. 1 alfo pon- 
ſidered, that he did it once and twice; and that, 
after time to conſider betwixt. But though * 


to animate W e but to chuſe their 
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all theſe circuniſtances together, that, if poſſible, 
I might find help, * J conſidered again, that 
his was but a Denial of his maſter, but mine was, 
a Selling of my Saviour, Wherefore I thought 
with myſelf, that 1 came nearer to J w 
either to Dawid or Peter. 

155. Here again my torment would flame out 
and afflict me; yea, it would grind me, as it 


were to powder, to conſider the preſervation of 


God towards others, while I fell into the ſnare; 
for in my thus conſidering of other men's fins, and 
comparing of them with mine own, I could evi- 
dently ſee, God preſerved them, notwithſtanding 
their wickedneſs, and would not let them, as Ke 
had let me, become a ſon of perdition. 


156. But oh! how did my foul at this tine 


prize the preſervation that God did ſet about his 
people! Ah, how ſafely did I fee. them walk, 
whom God had hedged in! They were within 
his care, protection, and ſpecial providence: 
Though they were full as bad as I by nature; 
yet, becauſe he loved them, he would not ſuffer - 
them to fall without the range of mercy: But as 
for me, I was gone, I had done it; he would not 
preſerve me, nor keep me; but ſuffered. me, be- 


cauſe I was a reprobate, to fall as J had done. „ 


Now did thoſe bleſſed places that ſpeak of God's 
keeping his people, ſhine like the ſun before me, 


though not to comfort me, yet to ſhew me the 


bleſſed ſtate and heritage of thoſe whom the Lord 
hath bleſſed. 

159, Now I ſaw, that as God had his hand in 
all the providences and diſpenſations that over- 
took his elect; ſo he had his hand in all the 
temptations that they had to ſin againſt him; not 


temptations 
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temptations and troubles for them; and alſo te WM); 

leave them for a time, to ſuch things only that Ir 

might not deftroy, but humble them; as might Mm 
not put them beyond, OP them-in the way of 

the renewing his merey. But oh! what love, fr 

What care, what kindneſs and mercy did I now WJ 

ſee, mixing itſelf with the moſt ſevere and dread- gr 

ful of al God's ways to his people! He would let Way 

be 
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| "David, Hexetiab, Selomen, Peter, and others fall, 
13 but he would not let them fall into the ſin un- 


pardonable, nor into hell for ſin. O! thought 


| „ theſe be the men that God- hath loved; theſe 

| be the men that God, though he chaſtiſeth them, 

| keepsthem in ſafety by him; and them whom he be 
makes to abide under the ſhadow of the Almighty. MW 1 


But all theſe thoughts added ſorrow, grief, and be 
horror to me, as whatever I now thought on, it Halſo 
was killing to me. If I thooght how God kept in 
his own, that was killing to me; if I thought cou 
of how I was fallen myſelf, that was killing to 
me. As ali things wrought together for the beft, 
and to do good to them that were the called, 
accorcing 10 his purpoſæ; % thought that all 
| things wrought for my damage, and for my eter 
e hoo pe i 
. 158. Then again I began to compare my findl 
with the ſin of Judas, that, if fefble, I ming 
find if mine differed from that, hich ia wur; 
is unpardonable: Aud oh 1 thought I, fit ſncvid 
differ from it, though but the bread h of an, hair 
what a happy condition is my ſoul zn! And b 
conſidering, I found that Judas did this inten 
ticonally, but mine was againſt prayer and ſtriy 
ingzs: Beſides, his was committed witk much de 
Þberation, but mine in a fearful hurry,. on 


Audden: All this, while I was toifed 10 and f 
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like the locuſt, and driven from trouble to ſor- 
row; hearing always the ſound of Z/aw's fall in 
mine ears, and the dreadful conſequences thereof. 
159. Yet this conſideration about Judas: 
fin was, for a while, ſome little relief to me; for 
I ſaw I had not, as te the circumſtances, tranſs . 
greſſed ſo fully as he. But this was quickly gone 
again, for I thought with myſelf, there might 
be more ways than one to commit this unpardon- 
able fin, alfo I rr might be de- 
grees of that, as well as of other tranſgreſſions; 
wherefore, for aught I yet could perceive, this 
iniquity of mine might be ſach, as might never 
be paſſed by,  . e cs Gy 
160. I was often now aſhamed that I ſhould 
be like ſach an ugly man as Judas: I thought 
alſo how lotheſome I ſhould be unto all the ſaints. 
in the day of judgment; inſomuch, that now I 
could ſcarce ſee a good man, that I believed had 
2 good conſcience, but I ſhould feel my heart 
tremble at him, while I was in his preſence, 
Oh! now I faw a glory in walking with God,' 
and what a mercy it was to have a good con- 
kience before him. . e 
161. I was much about this time tempted to 
content myſelf by receiving ſome falſe opinions; 


"Ss, That there ſhould be no ſuch thing as a da 


* judgment; That we ſhould not riſe again; and 


hat fin was no ſuch grievous thing: The temp- 

ſuggeſting thus: For if theſe things ould in- 
Wed be true, yet to believe otherwiſe, would yield 

you eaſe for the preſent. If you muſt periſh, never {| 
ment yourſelf ſo much befure- band; drive bt 
Imughts of damning out of your mind, by poſſeſſing. | 
Nur mind with ſome ſuch conelufſons that Atheiſts | 
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68 GRACE ABOUNDING TO 
150562. But, oh! when ſuch thoughts haye led . 
through my heart, how, as it were, within a. 
ſtep, hath death and judgment been in my view! , 
Methought the judge ſtood at the door; I was as 
if come already; ſo that ſuch things could have i 
[no entertainment. But methinks, I ſee by this, f. 
|”, that Satan will uſe any means to Keep the foul Ml, 
| from Chriſt ;. he loveth not an awakened. frame of i ſe 
_ ſpirit; ſecurity, bliadneſs,. darkneſs and error, . 
| 2 the very kingdom and. habitation. of the wick- i (. 
| one. yn pos ploy 4 % Oh. 
| 163. I found it a hard work now to pray to th 
| God, becauſe deſpair was ſwallowing me up; I. WW ;;, 
© thought I was as with a tempeſt, + Das, away th 
1 from, God; tor always when I cried to God for by 
 -. mercy, this would come in, '7zs too late, I an 
i Joſt, God haih let me fall; not to my correction, but 
my condemnation: My fin is unpardenable.z. and Il G, 
ö Anbau concerning Eiau, how that after he had ſold MY tre 
| Bis birth-right, he would hafpe received the bl:ſing, I he 
. Gut was reccted. About this time I did light on 
+ | that dreadful ftory of that miſerable m-rtal 
Francis Spira; a book that was to my troubled 
ſpirit, as fait, when rubbed into a freſh wound: 
_ _- Þvery ſentence in that book, every groau. of at 
man, with all the reſt of his actions in bis do- 
| fours, as his tears, his prayers, his gnaſhing o 
| 
| 
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teeth, his wringing of hands, his twiſting, and 
languiſhing, and pining away under that mighty 
hand of God that was upon him, was as kaives. 

and daggers in my ſoul ; eſpeciaily that ſentence 

of his was frightful to me, Man #nows the begin- 
eig of fin, but who bounds the iſſues thereif? 
Then would the former ſentence, as the conclu- 
fon of all, fall like an hot thunderbolt again 

upon my conſcience; Fer you. know how that 
V N afterauardi 
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Taz cher or SINNERS, 
afterwards, auben be would hawe inherited th 
bleſſing, he was rejefted; for he found no place of 
repentance, though he ſought it carefully with tears. 


164. Then ſhould I be ſtruck into a very great 


trembling, inſomuch that at ſome times J could, 


for whole days together, feel my very body, as 
well. as my mind, to ſhake and totter under the 
ſenſe of this dreadful judgment of God, that 


would fall on thoſe that have finned that moſt 
fearful and unpardonabie. fin. I felt alſo ſuch a 


clogging and heat at my ftomach, by reaſon f N 


this my terror, that I was, eſpecially at ſome 
times, as if my breaſt- bone would ſplit aſunder; 


then I thought of that concerning Judas, avho 


by his falling headlong, burſt aſunder, and all his 
bowels guſbed out, AR Wok ee e . 

165. 1 feared alſo that this was the mark that 
God did ſet on Cain, even continual fear and 
trembling, under the heavy load and guilt that 
he had charged on him for the blood of his bro- 


ther Abel. Thus did I wind, and twine, and 


ſhrink under the burden that was upon me; which 
b:rden alfo did ſo oppreſs me, that I could nei- 
ther ſtand nor go, nor he either at reſt or quiet. 

166, Yet that ſaying would ſometimes come 


into my mind, He hath received gifts for the re- 
billions, Pſal. Ixviii. 18. The rebellious, thought 


I! Why, ſurely they are ſuch as once were un- 


der ſubjection to their prince; even thoſe W bo 
after they have {worn ſubjection to his govern-- 


ment, have taken up arms againſt him; and 


this,. thoug 


loved him, feared him, ſerved him; but now I 
am a r.1; I haye fold him, I have ſajd, Let 
lim go if he will; but yet he has gifts for rebels 


167. This. 3 
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gut 1, is my very condition: I onge 
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1567. This ſometimes I thought on, and ſhould 
labour to take hold thereof, that ſome, though 
fmall refreſhment; might have been conceived by 
me; but isthis alſo I miſied of my defire ; I wa et 
Ariven with force beyond it; I was like a man go. ¶ ch 
= ing to execution, even by that place where he would M4: 
fliain creep in and hide himſelf, but may not, m 
168568. Again, after I had thus conſidered the 
ſins of the /ain/s in particular, and found is: fir 
went beyond them, then I began to think with f 
myſelf, Set the caſe I ſhould put all zheirs to- 
gether, and mine alone againſt them, might I not 
then find encouragement! For if nine, 'though 
bigger than any one, yet ſhould be but equal to 
all, then there is hopes; for that blood that hath e 
virtue enough in it to waſh away all theirs, hath 
virtue enough in it to waſh away mine, . though 
| _ "this one be full as big, if not bigger than all 
FF. -<theirs. Here again, I wodid confider the fin of iW- 
David, of Solomen, of Manaſſeb, of Peter, andi 
the reſt of the great offenders; and ſhould alſo Wmy 
| labour, what I might with fairneſs, to aggravate 
and heighten their fins by ſeveral circumſtances. 
=— - 169. I ſhould think with myſelf that Dawvil 
” - * ſhed blood to cover his adultery, and chat by the 
_" ſword of the children of Ammon; a work that 
could not be done, but by continuance, deliberate 
contrivance, which was a great aggravation to his 
ſin. But then this would turn upon me: Ah! but 
ttheſe were but fins againſt the law, from which 
there was a Jeſus ſent to ſave them; but yours i; 
a ſin againſt the Saviour, and who ſhall fave you 
from that ? | TTT | 
15758. Then I thought on Se/omen, 2nd howht 
ſinned in loving ſtrange women, in falling away 
to their idols, in building them temples, in an 
N 3 | > 20 


* 


RE”; 4s 
. 


; a * 8 
y * . * 
1 8 . * 
1 8 1 b 
Mie ds . 0 _ E 4 6 p 
F * "4 By * * a » * * A 
FX +<Y SN 3 2 SE - Fe 8 % 
* MN - 4 . ; is x oF 3 2 2 : „ of ; 5 ＋ 4 d b 3 3 os 
* 8 "0 E 4 ? 1 OL” 8 3 * ns Ws » 2 A > * =z 4 FA 


his after light, i in his old age, after great mercy 


by off in the former conſideration, cut me off as to 
7a this; namely, That all thoſe were but ſins againſt 
0.Mthe Jaw; for which God had ot prep a remedy ; 
11d there remained no 


but I had fold my Saviour, an 
more facrifice for ſin, 


ſins of Mazafjzh; how that he built altars for 


he ſtreets of Feruſalem run dowp with the blood 
F innocents. Theſe, thought 1, are great ſins, 
fins of a bloody colour; but yet it would turn 


ure of yours ; you have parted with J 5; You 


have fold your Savior. 
172. This one conſideration woah always kill 


Oh! methought this fin was bigger than the fins 
orld, no one pardonable, nor all of them to- 
ether, was able to equal mine; mine out- went 


hem every one. 
173. Now I mould find my mind to flee from 


hands of the living God, Heb. x.) But, bleſſed 
woulg call, as running a 


4 
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171. 1 aid en add ts hen me Ae, 


idols in the kool: of the Lord; he alſo 'obiervet 
times, uſed inchantments, had to do with wizards, 
as a wizard, had his familiar ſpirits, burned his 

children in the fire in ſacrifice to devils, and made 


ny heart, my ſin was point-blank againſt my" 
Saviour; and that too, at that height, that I had 
in my heart ſaid of him, Let him go if he will, 4 


be his grace, that $4 ok je in 1 8 2 8 
er me, 1 havM.otted 


* 4 whick cloud, thy arts ; and a. 


recefved: But the ſame concluſion that cut me 


again ũpon me, They are none of them f the na- | | 


of a country, of a kingdom, or of the whole 


od, as from the face of a dreadful judge; vet oY 
his was my torment, I could not eſcape his 
hand: {It is a fearful thing to fall iato the 


1 


72 onen ABOUNDING TO 


a very great voice, Return unte me, for I have r 


behind me, to ſee if I could diſcern that the Go 
of grace did follow me with a pardon in his hand 
but I could no ſooner do that, but all would by 

_ clouded and darkened again by that fentence 


* of repentance, though he ſought it carefully wit 
.tears. Wherefore I could not refrain, but fle 


it did hollow after me: But 1 feared to cloſe i 
. therewith, leſt it ſhould not come from God; fa 


feel, 7 


good man's ſhop, bemoaning of myſelf in my faq 
and doleful ſtate, afflicting myſelf with ſelf-al 

| horrence for this wicked and ungodly thought 
lamenting alſo this hard hap of mine, for that 

_, .ſhould commit ſo great a fin, greatly fearing 
 ſhouid not be pardoned; praying alſo in 1 


_ againſt che Holy Ghoſt, the Lord would ſhew i: 
me: und beiug ndw. ready to fink with fe: 
ſuddenly there was, as if there had ruſhed in 3 


cloud thy fins: Return unto me, for I have reden. 
ed thee, Iſai. xliv. 22. This, I ſay, would come 
in upon my mind, when I, was fleeing from the faq 
of God; for.I did flee from his face ; that is, my 
mind and ſpirit fled before him; by reaſon of hi 
Highneſs, I could not endure: Then would theo 
text cry, e unto me; it would cry aloud wit! 


deemed thee, Indeed, this would make me make: 
little ſtop, and, as it were, look over my ſhoulde 


For you know, how that afterwards, when Me 
aoculd have inherited the bleſſing, he found no plan 


though at ſome times it cried; Return, return, 


that other, as I ſaid, was. ſtill ſounding in n 
conicience, For you know, that afterwards, wht 
he would have inherited the bleſfing, he was t 


174. Once as I was walkin to and fro in 


heart, that if this ſin of mine did differ from thilll 


» 


ti. 


+, 


e window, the Hoiſe of wind"uport me, but veryy 
leafant, and às if T heard a voice ſpeaking, Dia 
hou ever refuſe te Gf ified by tht' blood of ChriftFs 
aud withal, my Whole life of profeſſion paſt Was 
n a. moment opened to me, Wherein I was mades 
o ſee, that deſignedly I had not; So my heart: | 
nſwered groaninply, No. Then fell, with power, 
kat word of God em me, See 7 It fu ſet nut 
lim that ſpeukeiß, Heb. xii. 25. This made u 
ange ſeizure upon my ſpirit; it brought Hght © 
vith it, and commanded a ſilenee in- my heart of _ 
il. thoſe tumultupus. thoughts, that did before 
iſe, like maſſerleſs hell-hbunds; to roar and bel- 
ow, and make an hideous noiſe Within me. It 
hewed me alſo that Jeſus Chriſt had vet a word 
grace and mercy for me, that he Had not, as I. 
lad feared,” quite forſaken and caſt bf my ſoul 
ea, this was akin of check for my ptonenei 16 | 
Jefparation ; a Kind of threatening of me; if 
id not, notwithſtanding my fins, and the heinouſ- 
Wels of them, venture my ſalvation upow the 8on 
f God. But as to my determining about this 
range diſpenſation; what it was, I Küche not; 
r from Whence it came I knoweflet; I have | 
ot yet in twenty Fears time been able to make | 
judgment of it; I thought then 'wuhat bere I 
ould be lots he ta peck, But verily that ſudden 
ſuing wind Was, as-if an angel had eme upont 
be, but both it, and” the ſalvation, I Will leave 
ntil the day of judgment; only chib I ay ie 
ommanded a great ralm in my ſbul it petfuaded | 
e there might be bopé: It Mewedomey as © = 
ought, what the fin unpardonable wisy and 
Mat my ſoak had yet the blefſed pfivilese tb flee 2 
d Jeſus Chriſt for . But 1 ya cengerning 
Known 
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Ik 5 re been 25 5 B 
_  yets: which o, in, tru 8 17 at at 
tht I Nl ar eed ; Of it in e dec 0 5 now 
00 SEPM be. ag 6. Fn * men. of ſound 
judgment. I. lan not he flxels, of my falvation 
chereupon, but, upoo the Lor „in the pro, 
miſe; yet i{gcing.l am here ene ing of my fecreh 
things; I hought it might not Ar e in⸗ 
expedient tg let this alla, thew 10 0 T can, 
not\pow. relate the. matter 25th re: 8 Aid Folter 
it. This jated in the ſpvoyr of.it tor about three 
or. four Gays, and - then, I began fg ract and 
to deſpair; ingain . 2 „ eien *. 2364861 
44. Wherefore Kill my Ae bun in do ubt- he. 
x fore me, age knowing hi J ould 10 
4 only this l fognd my ſoul « de Its. even! o caſt it fl 
3 the font of grace, by prayer, an and. lee 
UH But oh twas bard, for me now, ,0 ave AP Ace 
| - to pray to this Chritt f or me 1. 5 pwnd W. N! 
1 ee ages aged; a 4 hard 1705 
3 Vito offer to loo im in che facę, agai m 
ILbad id videly ſinned ; IS indeed. 111 0 it 
as dimcultz to come to God by prayer, after back 
Lidiag from bim, as to do any, other thing. Oh! 
the ſhame that did now. attend me!. elpeciall | 
when I.thought, .L am now a going to pray to hin 
bor męrey, that I had ſo ligheiy eſteemed d but 4 
while, before! I was aſhamed ;. yea, even con. 
ſounded, becauſe this villainy had been committe 
by me: But I, ſaw that there Was but one. wa) 
with mez IL muſt go to him, and humble myſel 
anto him, and beg. that Re, of. his Wonderf 
merey, . would ſhew pity to 1 * and: have merc 
upon my Wretched ſinful ſoul. 

176. Which, when the tempter perceived, 
Rronghy ſuggeſted to me, 7. bat I. oy not to 7 
to God, for rauer was not for 4 my caſe Go 
veirber could it ON me $0047 22 27 Fas TY 
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rut CHIEF. OF SINNERS, | - * 
he Mediatof," by ben all pra vers: ers came with ac 
asd 26: Ca the; Farther ; aud coin uu 
e ve0alt come into his prefence': Wherefore 
w to pray, is:but to add fin ro. ir. Fea, now ts 
"_ feeing Gow: has caft you off, is the ntxt.wvay te 
agen and offend bim more than you ever did before. 
177. For God (ſaith he) bath beeniaveary of you. 
ir theſe ſeveral yeas already, Becauſe you art nond 
i,; Jour *bawlings in bir ears hath. been n 
ea ſant voict to hem; and therefore h'e let you fu 
bis fin, tha you might- be quite cut off 5 and auf, © 
wu pray” ffiit? This the Heil urged, aud ſet 


be- North that in. VMumbers, when Maſes ſaid to the 
p; ildren of [/rael, That becauſe they'would' not ga 
fl þ to pos the laud, when God een, have them, 


| | rag for ever after he did bar 'them out from 
, though they prayed they "might with 1 
umb. xiv. 36, 37, Sc. 
178. As tis ſaid in another os Exed. xxi2 
4. The man that fins preſumpruouſty ſhall be taken 
rom God's altar, that he may die; even as Jas 
ras by King Solomon, when he thought to find 
nelter there, 1 Kings it, 27, 28, Sec. Theſe 
laces did pinch me very ſore; yet my caſe being 
te, I thought with myſelf, I can but die; 
ad 5f it muſt. be ſo, it ſnall once be ſaid, That 
2 an one died at the foot of Chrift in prayer. 
his I did, but with great difficulty, God doth 
Wow ; 3 that becauſe, together with this, ſtill 
at laying about Eau would be ſet at my heart, 
en like a flaming ſword, to keep the way of 
he tree of life, leſt I ſhould take thereof and live. 
! who knows how hard a thing I found it, to 
me to God in prayer . vet 2 : 44 
19. I did alſo dates e pra s of the e 
17 * God for 6s but I feared that. Got 8 


eck. e ire cm - 


CCC 
76 GRACE. Aοοαν⁰ονν 
Ar nes to do it; yea; ['trembled in "my 
ſoul to think, that ſome or other of them would 
mortly tell me, that God hath ſaid thoſę words 
to them, that he once did. ſay to the prophet, 
| concerning. the children of Lal; Pray not for 
— People, fon 4 have tejected them, ger xi. 14. 
S8o, Pray net for him, for. T»have cgjected Bim. 
Vea, thought that he had whiſpered this. to 
fome of them already; only they durſt not tell me 
o; neither durſt J aſk them of it, for fear if it 7 
ſhould be, fo, it would make me quſte beſide my- 
ſelf. Ma hnows'the. beginning of Au, (fad. Spire 
55 wwho-bounds the iſſues there, ; 
Ny har About this time. I took an opportunity 
to break my mind to an ancient Chriſtian, and 
told him all my caſe: I. told him alſo, that I was 
afraid that I had ſinned a fn: againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt; and, he told me, He thought. /o toe. Here 
therefore I had but cold comfort; but talkin 9 2 
little more with him, I found him, though a good 
man, a ſtranger to much combat with the Devil. 
Wherefore I went to God Again, as well as | 
„ could, for mercy ſtill. 
| 181. Now alſo did the tempile) edn to mac 
me in my miſery, ſaying, That ſeeing. I had thu 
parted with the Lord "Jeſus, and provoked: him 1 
dijpleaſure, axho e have flood betauten my foul 
and the flame of” devouring fire, there WAS HOW 6 
one-way, and that was, Lo pray that God the 
Father would be the mediator betwixt his Son and 
me; that awe might be reconciled again, and thal 
3 Alz b hade i hat bleſſed benefit in Kn, bal hi 
Sleſſed ſaints en oyed. > 
1382. Then did that e Glad, upon my 
paul, He i of 6 one mind, and who can turn bin 
3 Oh? I ſaw, *rwhs as eaſy to perſuade him to makt 
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THE CHIEF OF SINNERS. 77 
2 new. wofld, à hew covenant; 6 or new Bible, 


deßdes thht we have already, as to pray forcfuch = - 


Y 
d | 
ba thing: This was to ſuade him, that what 
„ he bad done atready, 1 — mere folly, and pen 
. ſuade him to alter, yea, to diſannol the whole = 
{- Wl way: of ſalvation: And then wauld that ſa ying 
„rend ny ſoul aſunder, Neither is their nnn. 
o i any other; For- there is none other name under 
ae Heaven, given. among men, 5 anne ur No a" 
it N ſaved, Adds iv. 12: 
183. Nee tte mad free, adlige asd | 
) I words of the Goſpel, were che gteateſt — | 
to me; yea, nothing ſo afflicted me, as the 
.) choughts of Jeſus Chriſt, the. remembrance of n - 
nd N becauſe I had caſt him off, brought 
2s forth the villainy” of my. ſin, and my lo by i 3 | 
mind; nothing did ings! my.. conſcience like 
2 this: E ing that. I Jo t of the Lord 
1 Jeſus, uf l 5 grace, love, goodnb 85 kindneſs; gen- 
od tleneſa, 9 death, blood, promiſes and 
il. bleſſedexbortations,. comforts, wif 3 6onfolations,. 
it went to my ſoul like a Word for ſtill; unto 
theſe my conſiderations: of the Lord Jeſus, theſe 
thoughts would make place ſor themſelves in my 
keart; Aye; rhis is the Juſir, the loving Savio, 
the Son of God, uubom you: have parted with, xubm 
you have flighted). deſpiſed; and abi. - This is-the 
only Saviour, : 34: only Redeemen, the- only one(that 
could fo lo xe finners,-as to waſh bum from their fins 
in his ou mo pricions loo; but you hade nd part 


a ba r in your heart, Let him go if he will. 
Mao eee pol are ſevered from him; yo haws © 
nhar/elf) jr moore bim "Behold then bis gevaneſs, ©? 
2 40 talen & it! Oh! thought. 
An liar 1 108 What have: Pparted with! 
Ag ald 42 TO 15 ma as e va 3 
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nor-lot in"ohis Feſus; you have pus lum from you; 4 


I And deſtroyer, New. vi. I alſol trembled, as } 
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76 ..CRACE. ABOUNDING TO 

| What hot difinherited my poor Soul- Ok! tas 
Fad to be ovary e by the grace and [mercy of 
God; to have lamb, the Saviaus; turn lian 


Have ſaid, atithe fight of the ſaints af God, eſpe- 
cially at theſe - that atly.Javed him, and that 
made it their uſineis to. walk co tinually with 
Rima in this; world:; for chey-dad; bach in, thæi 
words, their carriage, and all their expreſſions of 
tenderneſs and: Eat. fin àgainſt their precious 
Saviour, condenua!; lay guilt upeh, ànd ali add 
wmontinual aff Jour: Fund ame aato. ſqul. The 
| read of rbem aua upon” hey andi Treribleds at Gods 
*Sammels,” 1 San. xi. $71 odd; 
& 84. Now gu the. tempter began afreſb 6 


3 eren 1 


a " 
e. 


mock my re ow «That Chriff ; 
ee, _ ap cif, nd ger ny lor; Ml 
Aa Bl hag 2 and ira ed'as'l 6 

N 4 Comm, be gal meant hilp.me;-aor au mt a 
From:wwhat I feared. gi for my fin nuns not of the natuie *! 
M ubeirs for num bt bled; andidied ; neirber wn! M 
t eounted” with. thuſt that wire laid tu hh 77770 Ys 


— 
— 
| 


_ he banged um a gter. Therfare, wile) MY |: 
3 rom Heaven, aud dit Ane, fir 2 


| er bags e , yet 1 
uk 8 n d bim. e 2 of! 


ſoem ridibulous to ot even 28. ridie dar 33 
they were in es but to _ the 
\moſt tormenting: ax. itations ; e Fo 
-angmented my miſery, that Jeſus > Choi Hould 
have ſo much love as to pity me, when yet he 
could not help me too; nor did I think that the 
reaſon why he could not help me, Was, 'beeaul 
wis merits were wealk, or his he ation 
pent on utherxs already, but detable.his tadb/l 
"co has t amen wuld not let him _ 


G FR Mint 6 8. sen ts, | 
A, mercy to me. Fefdes, 1 biwügbt 15455 | 


hounds 'of that pardon That was wrapped up T1'a 
prom! ie; and if not, then I knew) ſurely; chat it 
as more ray _ crib er exrch'to pf awuy, 
555 for i 600 e eithndl Bfei\"'Sb"thar" the 
and Hoke fears bf mipe; #d arte from 
e fl er Lag uf che f ofithe holy 
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2188. piles ir? Gove o int nar Aerts 
Vibe ben, 13 ke L cken veſld, = 
tiven 8 with” "Wands, And 156d ſ6fnietiihts 
if head! bg, heb 59 1 GinethnieB &þ08 re k- 
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en few vena, "oa 5 bnveherebf, 
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ich he died! Buß mis Serip- 
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80 ITY ; apoukn;ne 5 
8 hath. \ Aapalling: antgng the tombs ith the 
ad; of dauays ping, out," "and ben Foal if 
rib ants, ; 1 rk. V. 3 . But 1 fay,. all in 
zvain deſparation will n t-comf, ort him, the Th 
_covenant 7 not ſave, imz nay, Hęaen ard 


earth hall ally away, bores 57 or tele: of he 


word und e will 4 removed, 
This I e fel t, and, es) EY ;roaned) 
"yet; this ady got. theraby, namely, a a far- 
ther, cane 90 the certainty. of the way 0 01 
22 fs 891 the geiz ptures. 4 the word 
-cannot 775 8 8 Ne 
0 and 4 7 the ſteadi 0 of Jes oo oe 
" of mans fal N 7 i one Ge, 80 
not he undone, adde 5 altered 1485 in- 


deed, that ſm mi rd l 
eren the fin ha out ef $ date woe : to 


him that Was den, For the 


kr, {he word Yould ſhit 


always ee whateve - f dit 
| a5 dof, 5 115 Wi 1 
_Freet, vo 3%: into 995 rene abvor” the 
moſt Fearfy] Kate 1 5 775 on $2, ahd 
after | e lifte {oY 5205 d, but my 
thought ige Lin the 
* 1 4 n "as. if the 
2 ſtones In dhe ftreet, and tiles . hou, 
did bend eas e ethough 
1 "hey all combined, together to baniſh 1 8 . 
dme world; e of them, and piifit to 
3 dwell amon arta ker of theit " be- 
| b 17 5 bee ie 4 [ hat: 1 | again | the Saviour, 
happy, now was every. creature over; I was! 
/For th = = vg and kept their, tation,” bil 
3 MN 8 91 en 188; Ten 
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188. Then breaking out in the bitterneſs of 


. 
»” 


be my fort; 1 ſaid to my ſelf, with a grievous ſigh, 


* grave, and cried out again, Lord, hoau couldft 
4 Wl thou find out ſurb @ word as this? For I was filled 


0; With admiration at the firnefs; and at the unex- 


. pectedneſs of the ſentence; the fitneſs of the word, 
1 the rightnefs of the timing of it; the power and 


rd ſweetneſs, and light, and glory that came with it 
alſo, was marvellous to me to find: I Was no-, 


ſor the time, out of doubt, as to that about which 
lo much was in doubt before; my fears before 
ore, that my ſin was not pardonable, and ſo 


dat if 1 did; it would be of. no advantage or pro- 


ehe to me. Bat now, thought. I, if hi An is not 
ats death, then it is pardonable; therefore from 
i this I have encouragement. to come to Gad by 
N- Chriſt for mercy; to conſider the promiſe of for- 
ne giveneſs as that which ſtands with open] arms to 
he receive me, as well as others. This therefore was: 


hd: great eaſement to my mind, to wit, that my 
lin was pardonable, that it was not. the ſin unto” 


death, 1 John v. 16, 17. None but thoſe that 
know what my trouble (by their own experience): 
vas, can tell what relief came to my ſoul by this 
conſideration: It was a releaſe to me from my 
former bonds, and a ſhelter from my former 
ſtorms: 1 ſesmed now to ſtand upon the ſame: 
ground with other ſinners, and to have as good: 
night to the word and prayer as any of tiiem. 
189. Now, I fay; I Was in hopes that my ſin 
as not unpardonable, 7 eee 6 
W = EE Was 5 . 29 , 


kuk CHIEF or SINNERS, 83 


Y can God comfort ſuch a ⁊ureteh I had no 
10 ſooner ſaid it, but this returned upon me, as an 
echo doth anſwer a voice, Ti ours not unto deaths 
24 At which IJ was, as if I had ben raiſed out of the 


* 


a 


82 GRACE ABOUNDING To 
hopes for me to obtain forgiveneſs. Bat oh! hoy 
Satan did now lay about him for to bring me down 
again l But he could by no means do. it, neither IM, 
this day, nor the moſt part of the next, for this 1 
ſentence ſtood like à mill- poſt at my back: Yet 
Towards the evening of the next day, I felt thi 
word begin to leave me, and to withdraw it's 
ſupportation from me, and ſo I returned to my old 
f fears again, but with a great deal of grudging 
| and peeviſfmeſs, for I feared the ſorrow of de- 
_ ; nor could my faith now long retain this 
wes”. e iro. 
1090. But the next day at evening, being undi 
many fears, I went to feek the Lord, and as | 
"prayed, I cried, and my ſoul cried/to him in.thele 
words, with ſtrong cries ; O Lord, I be/eech thi, 


-forw me that rhou haſt loved me with everlaſting << 
love, Jer. xxxi. 3. I had no ſooner ſaid it, b 
with ſweetneſs this returned upon me, às an ech ft 
or ſounding * I bade loved thee with an evi EX 
laſting love. Now I went to bed in quiet; alk 9 
when I awaked the next morning, it was frei} 
upon my ſoul; and I believed it. We 
8 75 But yet the tempter left me not, ſor ii 
could not be fo little as an hundred times, tu ©* 
- he that day did labour to break my peace, Q! N 
the combats and conflicts that I did then mi '% 
with! as I ſtrove to hold by. this word, that 
Eſau would fly in my face like lightning: I ſho ang 
be ſometimes up and down twenty times in ſer 
hour; yet God did bear me out, and keep f 10 


- heart upon this word; from which I had alſo, | 
iN ſeveral days together, very much ſweetneſs, at 
* comfortable hopes of pardon: For thus it 
made out to me: I lawed thee aui than waft i 
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, kh rims: An 86 i not fr wth. : 
eat 1 and 7 8 oniſhment, that” A horrilly 
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riend; an reward" for evi 

yea, the 47 and Affection FF . = 
M in d Lord and Saviour Jeſus G . = 
did Work ze this Hime fuch af ſtrohg and hot de 3 
of revengement upon myfelf for thi abuſe 1 


Tone AT N to ſpeak 10 cken hob, 
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had I a" alben of blood" within" my 

veins” I could fre then have utitall, at the 

command : and feet of this my Lot Ang Saviou d. 
193. And 48 l TP 'thub- or and in my 

tüdles, 'conſideting how to love the. Lord Land 0 

( expreſs 57 love to him, that Taying cnhme in 

| 95 me, if thru,” brad, þ Houlabſt mar Tniguittes, 
Lord, 0 7 fand? Bui there 77 for We- 

#e/s with thet,. that thou mayeft* be feared, Pſalm 

re "Theſe were 2001 words to me, eſpe- 

ally the larter part thereof; to wit, That there 

i forgiveyeſs with the Lord, that he might be 

feared; that is, as 1 chen underftood it, That 

he might beloved; and had in reverence ; for it 

was thus made out to me, Thar the great Gid 4 

fer fo 4 high ol ons upon the love of bis Poor” erta- 

5 s, that rather "than he would go abe their” 

hve, be won pardon their tranſgreffitns oY 
10 75 And now was that word e ABlled on me, 
was alſd tefrefhied by it; en Pull tbey be- 
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rowards them, for all that they have done, Faith. the 
Tord God, {SE xvi, 36. Thus, was my foul at 
this time (and as I then did think for ever) ſet 

at liberty from being afflicted with my former 
F guilt and amazement. KEY 


|. 195. But before many weeks were gone [I be- 
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| gan todeſpond, nic. fearing, leſt, notwithſtand- 
1 ing all that I had enjoyed, that I might be de. 
| ceived and deſtroyed, at the laſt; for this coni- 
| deration came ſtrong into my mind, That w:hat- 
q ever comfort and peace 1 thought I a Ari from 


, Sy. eg rs habe. 


| - thenvord of the premiſe of bite, yet unleſs there coil 

| | be found in my refreſoment, a concurrence and agree. 

1 ment in the. Scriptures, let me think what I will 

| thereof, and hold it never fo faſt, T1 ſhould find u B 
Such thing at the end; for the Scriptures cannot i © 
 , broken, N. nne 

; 196. Now, began my heart again to ache, and; 

4 fear I might meet with a diſappointment at Ja. f 

Wherefore I began with all ſeriouſneſs to examine tte 


my former comfort, and to conſider whether one ? 
that had ſinned as I had, done, might with confi 1c 
dence truſt upon the faithfulneſs of God, laid ce 
down in thoſe words, by which I had been com- fc 
forted, and on which I had leaned myſelf: But 
. now, were, Brought theſe ſayings to my mind, Feri 
i impoſfible for tbeſe aul auere once enlightened, & 
have. tafted the heavenly gift, and were made pal 


later of. the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted. the gu Ag 


N if they ſpall {all away, to renew them again unto n 
pentance, Heb. vi. For, if aue fin wilfull:, after 
. hawe received the kucauledge of the truth, there it 

. mains no more ſacrifice for fin, but a: certain taff 

looking for of judgment, and fiery indignation, wi 

Aal devour. the adele Mehx Je hve N 
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avord of God, and the powers of the world to comt 
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now would that ſaying wor 
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cube for one mor 1 o meat, fol his birth-rig | 
For ee hoaw that "afterwards, when, be 657 * 
gave ee the Bleffing, he "Was rejefted ; for be 

: found. no place of repentance, th though 

careful Ly with tears, Heb . Kii. | 
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r cheouirage- 
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ict me, Rejo vice wot, 0 Trad,” fe 20 5 "af 12 75 
Pech le, Hoſea ix. 1. For I ſaw 155 d, chere 
22 of 7 175 ea 2015 your 2 4 to 281 ; | 


een 


9 "And * 2 17 1 now el meet 10 Ak 
"into. a ulp h, as an hou Whoſe ſoundatlon 5 
"Rroyed,; - did, liken myſelf in this condition, 


to the "caſe of a child that Was fallen into a, Mil- 
125 who though it could Make fone miſt to- 


rabble and ſpral in the Water, yet becalllc it 
could find neither hold” ot Hanck nor foot, khere- 
fore at laſt it muſt die in that Eondition. 80 Toon 
as this-freſh aſſault had faſtened © on my foul, that 


| Scripture came into my 1 Sart, *T his for many day ” ; 
a Dan, N. 214. | And: ingeet  fout | 


1 inge nd it was ſo; 
1 could” no! be. d N 115 of br brou ghit to en 


ih 0 years So ah half 


SS  . © - 


were complerely finiſhed.” "Wherefore theſe words, 
* hough.,” in themſe Ves, they tended to no . 
couragement „ yet to me, Who feared this: coné i- 
tion SU be 

45 an het and retrellit 12 7 Arg 1 


etethaf, they were at ſome times 
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. as to be afflicted not a few. but many y Jays, jo 
1 was glad it Was but for many days. = 
I could recal myfelf Rc "and gin 
"myR1f an help; for as ſpon as ever the word he 
P mind at. firſt; I knew my trouble would 
be 1 70 Os this on be but. {ometindes ; fo th, 


| 1 70505 h . on this, nor ever be hel 
i | | £4 TEN 
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88 I 5 e lay be foxe in oh 
| An fin Le. ,at my 
12 uke Xviii.- 1, Ti, e dig. ene ra e ne No 
. Then th 8. be fg agen. Jad I. at -me very 
Tofe, ſuggeſting, .2 11 neither the: berg of Gus, 
"or net the bl, loog ef C CG We ail! f at "all conce* fl, tht, 
nor could they help n me for my Anp. l 1 "Was 
at ip wain,to prev, "Fu, thoug ht i 'T will pray. 
1 (faid the 2 er), your, in ts ee 
. Fell, 1 05 by f WT 8 {is to eos, tid 
Eh "the. er, wy Irs: ray . 80 I. Went to * prayer 
" to- 60 a ** ile | my at prayer, . uttered 
5 words 40 N eflect: Lord, Satan tells 5 ine, t that 
| _ neither thy mercy, nor Chriſt's bloed, is Hub ufficient t0 
adde my /eul : ord, Fall 1 hanour the, moſt, by 
. believing form, with 4 aud canſt ? or. 13 by. believ- 
ing tbos neither iſh, or canft. ? Lords. Fe would ga 
Jain honour thee, þ by iy el; 0 in thor wi « and can. 
201. And as 1 Tres e ce Lord, that 
Scriptufe faltened, oh my: heart, Q man, great 
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ty Faith Mat Arr "even. as if one had 5 2 
ped me on the hac „8,1, on my Knees be "Tha 
God: Vet 1 was 2555 A e to, believe this, 't thaflf 7 
this was rayer of faith, ll al yon be "months wa 
after; f. ber E +10 


could nat think that T/ hi faith, 0 
that there, al 85 5 for me 12 act fa ith 


on; therefore Ih; 05 as ſticking in the 
. Jaws of Aera: aton, and went mourn ang up al 


down i in a lad condition. 
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t 202. a There was nothing now that I longed. for 
1 more that Fo indus Out o 


* FF RE 


| net fail — evermore ?. Hath God forgotten Jo 
©, b gracious? Hath he in anger. fbut up. his tendir 
mercies ? 1 Ixxvii. * 8, 9. And all the LEP 


Je _ — 1 dpa That his pul Joth 
„ fot fail, and that he hath: not forgotten to be 
gracious, nor would in anger ſhut up tender mer- 
y: Something alſo thetg was upon my heart at 
the ſame time, which I now cannot call to mind, 
a which, with this text, did fweeten, my heart, and 
make me conclude that his mercy Ws not de 
ty quite gone, nor gone for ever. 


. 203. At another time I remembered, I was a- 


1 gain much under this queſtion, Hhether the blond 
"of Chrift vas gu ave my foul 7: In which 
"SY doubt I continued Ir morning, till about ſeven 
"or eight at night; Anh at laſt, when I was, as it 

”W were, quite worn ont with fear, leſt it ſhould not 


lay hold on me, theſe words did ſound ſuddenl 
within m 7 heart, He is able: But methought, this a 
word able, was ſpoke loud, unto me; it thewed;a 
great word, it ſeemed to. he writ in great; letters, a 
and gave ſuch. a joſtle to my fear, and err 11 
mean for, the timę it tarried th me, which . 
n 8 about 
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| about a day) as I never had from that, all my 


"life, either before or after, Heb. vii. 25. 
204. But one morning as I was again at prayer, 


and trembling under the fear of this, That m 


"word of Cod could help me, that piece of a ſentence 
darted in upon me, My grace is ſufficient. At 
this methought'I felt ſome ſtay, as if there might 
be hopes, But, oh! how good # thing it is for 
God to ſend his word! for about a fortnight be- 
"fore, I was looking on this very place, and then 
op thought it could not come near my ſoul with 
comfort, therefore I threw down my book in a 
pet: Then I thought it was not large enough for 
me; no, not large enough; but now it was as if 
it had arms of grace fo wide, that it could not 
only incloſe me, but many more beſides. # 
1 0 205. By theſe wort was ſuſtained, yet not 
without exceeding ts, for the ſpace of ſeven 
or eight weeks; for h peace would be in it, and 

out, ſometimes enty times a day; comfort now, 
and trouble pu ently ; peace now, and before 1 

could go a furlong, as full of fear and guilt as 
ever heart could hold: And this was not only 


es within my ming 
Wpermoſt, and ſon» 


Pray to God, that he 
would come in with his Scripture more fully on 
my heart; to wit, that he would help me to apply 
the whole ſentence, for as yet I could not: That 

ha gave, that T gathered; but further I could not 
280, fer as yet it only helped me to hope there 
; Ya | To 2 ; | migit 
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mi ht be” mercy fo "for r me, race is ſufficient: 
And thaugh it came no Fu Tice It We v0 
former queſtion ; to wit," That there was hope; 
yet becauſe / + bie, Was left out, I was' not con- 
tented, but prayed to God for that alſs.” Where- 
fore, one day, as I Was in a meeting of God's 
8 eople, full of ſadneſs and terror; for my fears 
n were ſtrong upon me; and as Il Was no - 
inkl „my foul way. never the better, but 
caſe mo e _ by theſe words did with 
at power ſuddenly break in upon me; N are 
775 e, 757 thee, my grace” ee . 
rare is. Alfie for thee, three umbs together : : 
nd A AM res of that every word was a 
unto me'; 48 % and grace, and . | 
fre 2 and r bee; — then, aud ſome- 
ont ew "far big er Wan others be. 
20 Fühich ti my utiderftandin d 1 
nigh N that I Was: 8 I had feen the 
Lord Jeſus hook down from Heaven, through the 
tiles 1 nd direkt the words unto me. 
This ſent * ing home; it t broke my heart, 
and filled me full of jc and laid me ww as"the 
duſt ; only it . v ndt long With me, I meanan 
his gl refreſhing demfort; yet it continued 
with — ſeveral weste and did encourage me 
to pr: Aut as ſoon d that rful operati 
it was taken from my heart, "that other; 7 5 
Lan, returned upon me as before; ſo my ſoul did 
hang as in a paif of Tea ain, ſometimes up, 
and ſometimes down - O in Pence, and anon 
again in terror. TY 1 6t a 9% ie DY 
208. Thus I went.on Ra 5 many weeks, ſoine- 
titties deere, and ſometimes ctitented', and 
We . at 9805 5 y torment would be ney 
ſore, for "Al thole” getiptures eforenamed in the 
this 2k Rd 35 35 17 ar } * Hebrews, 
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Then again 1 n bagyn, to 8 5 that eve 
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Fe their, words were true, gag that they "aſt my 
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fave for ever. 5 "© 

212. And I xeniember, one day, as I. was in 
divers frames of ſpirit, and conſidering that wy 
frames. were. according to the nature of feveral 


— CO ' 


of grace; then was'I quiet; but if that of Klau. 

men tatmented. Lord, thought I, if. beth theſe 
Seripteres jhruld meet in auy heart. at once, I wonder 
avbich of ther: nuould get the better of me. So me- 
thought I had | a longing mind that they might 
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God they might. 
„eig. Well, about two or three days, after, 6 
they. did indeed: They bolted hoth upon me ata 
time, and did work and ſtruggle frongly in me 
Hor a while ; at laſt that abont Z/@'s birth: right 
began to wax weak, and withdrzw, and vaniſh; 
and tllis about the ſufficiency "af; grace prevailad 
with peace and joy. And as L Was in a mule, g- 
bout this thing, that Scriptare came home t 

me, Mercy rejoiceth:over judgments: James ii. 13. 
214. This -was:a:wonderment:50-me,, ard 


be law'and wrath,-muſt give 'place 20, the ward 


life and grace: becaule, though the is 
eee be glorious, vet the word or 


„ 9, 10% 1. Marl. ix. 5, 6, 7. Dehn vi. 35. 


+ Chriſt-aud big ſaints alone. 
ag. This Scriptyre did alſo no.. moſt freerhy 
niit m foul. ; 


en 4 ſhould ay, 62.49 
= fo Tae Ela a7 . done. But 


criptures that came in upon my mind. if this 
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0d ſalvation doth far excend in glx, 3 Core ii. 
that Ae and Elias muſt bath, vanilhs l ; 
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Stan would greatly labour to pull this promiſe 
from me, telling of me, That Chrift did not mean 
me, and ſuch as I, bat finners of a lower rank, that 
Bad not done as I B done. * I would anfiver 
bim again, Satan, "Here is in theſe words no ſucb 
exception, but bim ibat eomets, Him, any bim: Him 
that cometh to me, I ill in no æuiſe caſt out. And 
this I well remember ſtill, That of all the ſligkts 
that Satan uſed to take this Scripture- from me, 
yet he never did ſo much as put this queſtion, ¶ ſou 
Bat do you come arigbt! And I have thought the f % 
' reaſon Was, becauſe he thought I knew full well N gla 
- what comibe aright was; for I ſaw; that to come the 
aright, was to come as I was, a-vile-and- ungodly on 
(finner; and fo eaſt myſelf at the feet of mercy, 
*condemning myſelf for fin. If ever, Satan 1 
did ſtrive for any word of God in all iny life, it fl 
Was for bh 102 word of Chriſt; he at one end defi 
and I at the — Oh! What work we made! 2 
Ar was for this ra” oe I ſay, that we did ſo tug N did 
und ſtrive, he pulled, and I. pulled but God be com 
praiſed; Jovereame him ; I got ſweetheſs from it. was 
226. But, notwithſtanding all theſe helps, and 
| blefled words of grace, yet that of Hſau's ſelling 

2 'of his birth-fight would Riff at times diſtreſs my 
conſcience; Tor though I had been moſt ſweet| 
*eoniforted, and that but juſt before, yet whe 
athat canie into my mind; 'twould make me fear 
_ -#pain; 1 eguld not be quite rid thereof it would 
every day be with me? Wherefore 'now: IL. went 
another way to werk, even to conſider the nature 
of this blaſphemous thought; I mean; if Þ ſhould 
take the words at the largeſt; and give them their 
natural force and ſeope, even every word Uerein: 
80 When T had thus conſidered, I found, Nhat 1 
en were fairly 3 er 3 — ar to 
— en x * 
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this : That I had ' freely left the Lord Jeſus Chrip to 
bis: a- ere 'he- would be 1 Saviour or no; 
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newer = lobe. 2 vor EP ys 2 1 viii. 10 . 
0 Lord, ſaid I, byt I bave left thee. Then it 
mſwered again, But I vill not leave thee. For 
this I thanked-God alto. . 

217: Yet I was grievous afraid he ſhould, and 
ſound it exceeding hard to truſt him, ſeeing 1 had 
ſo offended him; I could have been exceeding. 
plad that this thought had never befallen; for 
then 1 thought I could, with more eaſe and free-, 
dom in abundance, 1 leaned on his grace. 1 
ſaw it was with me, as it was with Jaſeph's hre- 
thren; the guilt of their own wickedneſs did often 
ill them with fears that their brother would at laſt. 
deſpiſe them, Ger. 1. 15, 16, Sc. 

218. Yet, above all the Scriptures that I yet 
did meet with, that in Jeſhu xx. was the greateſt 
comfort to me, which ſpeaks of the ſlayer that 
was to flee for refuge: And if the avenger of blood. 
purſue the ſlayer, then, ſaith Moſes, they that are 
the elders of the city of refuge ſhall not deliver him 
into his hands, becauſe he ſmote his neighbour un- 
wittingly, and hated him not aforetime. Oh! blef- 
ſed be God for this word: 1 was convinced that 

was the ſlayer; and that the avenger of blood 
purſued me, I felt with great terror; only now. 
it remained that J enquire whether I have right to 
enter the city of refuge: So I found, that he muſt 
not, avho lay in wart to ſhed blood It was not the 
wilful murderer, but he WhO unwztingly did it, 
he who did it unawares; not out * ſpite, or 
nage, or malice, he chat ſhed it unwittingly ; 
even 


© Chriſt, and being ſhut out of that, they mull | 
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eden he who did not hate bis neighbour before, 
Wherefere, V e Ws 5 % A 50 * 13 4 00 

219. I thought verily I was the man that muſt. N 
_ enter, becauſe I had ſmitten my neighbour 22-1 
 wittingly, and hated him not aforetime. I hated: MWiid: 
him not aforetime ; no, I prayed. unto him, was tha 
tender of ſinning againſt him; yea, and againſt Nate 
this- wicked temptation I had ſtrove for twelve 
months before; yea, and alſo when it did pal; 
through my heart, it did in ſpite of my teeth: 
Wherefore I th6ught I had a right to enter this 
city, and the elders, which are the Apoſtles, were 
not to deliver me up. This therefore was great 
comfort to me, and gave me much ground of hope. 
220. Vet being very critical, for my ſmart had 
made me that I knew not what ground was ſure 
enough to bear me, I had one queſtion that my 

ſoul did much deſire to be reſolved about; and a 
that was, Whether it be poſſible for any ſoul that Wny'\ 
hath indeed finned the unpardqgnable ſin, yet after Wy, a 
that to receive though but the leaſt true ſpiritual com» 

fort from God through Chriſt ? The which, after I 
had much conſidered, I found the anſwer was, 
No, they could not; and that for theſe reaſons: I 
221. Firft, becauſe thoſe that have ſinned that fa 
fin, they are debarred a ſhare in the blood of 


needs be void of the leaſt ground of hope, and ſo 
of ſpiritual comfort, For to /uch there remains 1 
more ſacrifice for fin, Heb. x. 26, 27, Secondh, 
Becauſe they are denied a ſhare in the promiſe of 
life: They ſhall never be forgiven, neither in this 
aworld, nor. in that which is to come, Matth. x. 
31. Thirdly, The Son of God excludes them alſo 
from a ſhare in his bleiled interceſſion, w 
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„bor ever aſhamed to own them, both before Hs 
25 0 ather r, and the bleſed Ange in Heave 


: 10 I had wh much. Jeliberarjon con-. 
d 55 of this matter, aud could not bur conclude 
8 that the Lord had comiforted me, and that too 
t iter tis my wicked ſin; then methought I durft' 
e untere come nigh unto, thoſe moſt fearful and! 
6 Nertibte Scriptures, wWith which all this while L 
had been fo greatly affrighted, and on which in 
deed; before I durſt ſcarce caſt mine eye, an,” 
duck? ado, an hundred times, to forbear wiſhs! 
ing them out of the Bible) for I thought they 
would deſtroy me; but now, I ſay, began to 
tze ſome. meaſure of encouragement, to come 
e loſe ko them, to read them, and conſider them, 
and oY Ig their ſcope and tendency. | * 
2 "The Which when T'began to do, I found 
N 15 ſa ge ren for they looked not ſo grim- 
efore I thoug ght they did; And firft I came 
4 che th 2 the l, et tremblin for 
fear it ſhould ſtrike. me; which when J had con- 
idered, I found that the falling there intended, 
das a falling guzre away ; that ig, as I conceived,' 
| falling from, and an abſolute denying of the 
oſpel, of remiſſion of ſins by Jeſus Chriſt ; for, 
rom | them the apoſtle begins his argument, verſe 
„2, 3 Secondly, 1 found that this falling away” 


»oWuſt bu openly, even in the view of the world, 
„en ſo as fe put Chriſt to an open ſhame. Third 
offt found that thoſe he there intended, were or 


rer ſhut up of God, bbek 3 in blilidneſs, hardneſs, 
nd i eee t 15 impolſi ble they ſhould be re- 
ewed agath unto repentance. | By all theſe parti- 
ulars, 32 5 to God's e raiſe, my 
n wo not the fin in x this place inten 4 

Firſ, 


| to ſame by my fin, but not to = ſhame; 1 did 5.4 


law, verſe 28. Thirdly, This fin cannot be com- 
mitted, but with great deſpite done; to the ſpirit 


| fin, and the perſuaſions to the contrar at But the 
evi 


| ſtood like a 
den, Fin, That his was, not, a haſty th ought a- 


. from his brother; if not before many More z this 


otherwiſe 1 it would have been. Third Te con- 
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Firſts I confeſſed I was, fallen, but t Fallen A 
away; that is, from the SEAS TN in 2 
Jeſus unto eternal life. | No 

Secondly, I confeſſed that I had put Jeſus Chriſt 


not deny him before men, nor condemn him as a 
fruitleſs one before the world. 3 
: Thirdly, Nor did I find that God had ſhut me Th 


up, or denied me to come (though I found it hard Th 


work indeed to come) to him by ſorrow and re. at 
: pentance : Bleſſed be God for unſearchable grace, 


224. Then I conſidered hat i in the 1oth chapter 
of the Hebrews, and found that the a0, fin there Nor 
mentioned, is not every wilful fin, but that which 
doth throw off Chriſt, and then his commandments 
too. Secondly, That muft be done alſo openly, 
before two or three witneſſes, to anſwer that of the 


of grace; deſpiſing both the diſſuaſions from that 


Lord knows, though this my fin was 

it, fig not amount to theſe. 

225. And as touchin thatin the 12th chapter 

of the Hebrews, about aus ſelling of his birth- 

right; Hough this was that which "Finea 142 70 and 
pear againſt me, yet now I did confi 


ic e 


init the continual labour of his mind, but a 
- conſented to, and put in praftice, Tikewils 
and, that too after ſome deliberation,” Cen. xx 
Seconaly, It was a publick and open, aftion, . even 


made his ſin of a far more heinous natyre than 


tinued to flight his 3 He a eat - 
; FO | Ariul, 


| 7 
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drank, and auen his way 3 thus Eſau deſpiſed = 
birth-right-; yea, twenty years after he was found 
to deſpiſe it ſtill. And Eſan ſaid, I have enough, , 
my brother, ay that thou * 2222 Geneſis 
Xxiii. 

226. lan As touching: this, 7 bat. Bfau ſought . 
a place of repentance; thus ©: thought : 3 
This was not for the Birtb-vrigbt, but the bleffug - , 
This is clear from the apoſtle, and is diſtin ith. 
ed by E/au himſelf, He hath taken away my s 
riebt ; (that is, formerly) and-now he hath taten 
away my blefſing alſo, Gen. xxvii...36... Secondly, 
Naw! this being thus conſidered, I came again to 
the apoſtle, to ſee what might be the mind of 
God, in a New- Teſtament ſtile and ſenſe, con- 
cerning Eſau's ſin; and fo far as I could conceive, 
this was the mind. of God, That the birth-right 
ignified regeneration,” and the bleſſing, the eternal 
uberitance ; for ſo the apoſtle ſeems to hint. Le 
there be any prophane perſon, as Eſau, aubo for one. 
mor/el of meat ſold his birth-right : As if he ſhould 
ay, That ſhall caſt off all choſe bleſſings of God 
that at preſent are upon him, in order to a new- , - 
birth; leſt they become as Lſau, even be re} ed 
afterwards, when they ſhould inherit the bleſffing. 
227. For many there are, who in the day of 
race and; merey; deſpiſe thoſe things which are 
deed the birth: right to Heaven, Who yet when 
e gecidig da) appears, will cry as loud 18 
Ea. Lord," Lord, open to ut but L T4 28 aac.” 
s na erer 55e g Will ad the F I 
ut will ſay, 7 have Blaſſed 1he/c A | 
ball beo b Ed gobut as for you, 221 0 6 11 


orkers of if Gen. Xxvii. 32. Aue, 
5˙ 26, 27% 01 4 UE 25 2 22; wirt 
72 15 91 50* 35 2 k. 4 4 1 * 481 3 27 e 
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228. When I had thus conſidered En Scrip- 
| tures, and found that thus to underſtand them, 
was not againſt, but according to other Scrip- 
tures; this till added further to my encourage. 
ment and comfort, and alſo gave a great blow to 
that objection to wit, Wat the' Seriprures could 
pot agree inthe Salvation of my faul. And now re- 
mained only the hinder part of the tempeſt, for 
the thunder was gone beyond me, only ſome drops 
did RF: remain, that now and then would fall 
upon me; but becauſe my former frights and: 
_ anguiſh were very! ſore and deep, therefore it oſt 
befel me ſtill, as it befalleth thoſe that have been 
ſcared with ſite, I thought every voice was Fire! 
Fire! every wing go would hurt hay” tender 
| conſcience. — . 
229. But one day, 28.1 was/paing! into the 
field, and that too with ſome daſhes/on my con- 
ſcience, fearing Teſt yet all was not right, ſud- 
denly this ſentenee fell upon my ſoul, T righ- 
reouſneſs is 74 Heaven: And methought withal, I 
ſaw with the eyes df my ſoul, Jeſus Chriſt at 
4 God's right-hand} there, I ſay, was my righte- 
oufneſs; ſo that Wherever I was, or whatever [ 
* doing g. God could not ſaylof me, He wants 
my righteouſn}; 5," for that was juſt before him.” 1 
ſo ſaw Heer Ve that it was not my good frams 
of heart that made my righteouſneſs. better, -abs 
yet my bad frame that made my-righteouſnek 
worſe 7 my e was Jeſus Chriſt 5 
ſelf, The */ame” ye/terday;” to- uu, A. p 
| Heb: x X1t. 8. W 25 — 7 1 N | 
230. Now did my Wc fal- * 
desc; T was looſed from my afflictions and trons; 
my teꝑptations allo fled away; fo that From that 
ane Kot ” Mae; Scriptures | of Fo left bal | 
trouble 
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trouble me; now went I alſo home rejoicing, for 


the grace and love of God; ſo when I came 
home, I looked to iſe if I could find that ſen- 


not find ſuch a ſaying; wherefore my heart be- 


jemembrance, 1 Cor. i. 33. He is made unto us 


C, Miſuom, Righteouſneſs, Sanfification, and 
1 Redemption 5 by this word 1 ſaw the other ſen- 


anne 0 


ſeſus Chriſt, as he is diſtinct from us, as touching 
us bodily preſence, ſo he is our Ee ras 
ind ſanctification before God: Here therefore I 
ved, for ſome time, very ſweetly at peace with 
50d through Chriſt; oh! methought Chriſt! 


e Writ ! there was nothing but Chriſt that was 
1 tefore my eyes; I was not now (only) for look- 


g upon this and the other benefits of Chriſt 
part, as of his blood, burial, or: reſurrection, 
ut confidering him as a whole Chriſt! as he in 
hom all theſe, and all other his virtues, rela- 


lat he fat on the right-hand of God in Heaven. 
on, and the worth and prevalency of all his be- 


yielf to him, and ſhould reckon, that all thoſe 
races of God that now were green on me, were 
t but like thoſe cracked groats and four-pence 

pennies: that rich men I their purſes, 
hen their gold is in their trunks at home: Oh! 


hriſt my Lord and Saviour. Now :Chrift was 
ball my wiſdom, all my righteoufneſs, all my 
aQtfication, and all my redemption.  _ 

2 233. Further, 
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gan to ſink again, only that was brought to my 


231. For by this Scripture J ſaw that the man 


tence, Thy n anne, is in Heaven, but could 


ons, offices, and operations, met together, and 
232. T'was glorious to me to ſee his exalta- 


its, and that becauſe now I could look from 


w my gold was in my trunk at home! In 


1 > 0 * ad tals SY + ALT - * 
* "Th , * 9 * 3 
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233. Further, the Lord did alſo; lead me into , 
the myſtery of union with the Son of God; that 
I was joined to him, that I was fleſh-of his fleſh, I tat 

and bone of his bone; and now that a ſweet un 
word to me, in Epbeſ. v. 30. By this alſo was ,1 
my faith in him, as my righteouſneſs, the more I v0 
confirmed in me; for if he and I were one, then I ane 
his righteouſneſs was mine, his merits mine, his vit 

victory alſo mine. Now could I fee myſelf in te 

Heaven and earth at once: In Heaven by my dn 
Chriſt, by my head, by my righteouſneſs and pro 
life, though on earth by my body or. perſon. Fg 

2234. Now I faw Chrift Jeſus was looked uponWſ,,;; 
of God; and ſhould alfo be looked upon by us, ¶ the 
as that common or publick perſon, in whom all , 

the whole body of his elect are always to be con- prin 
ſidered and reckoned ; that we fulfilled the law by con 
him, died by him, roſe from the dead by him, I The 
got the victory oven fin, death, the devil, and fer 
hell, by him; when he died, we died, and ſo of pray 

Alis reſurrection. Thy dead men ſhall live together 

” ewith my dead body ſhall they ariſe, ſaith he, 1/aiah 
xxvi. And again, After two days he will revivu 

ut, and the third day we ſhall live in his fight 
Hofea vi. 2. Which is now fulfilled by the fit 
ting down of the Son of Man on the right-hand 
of the Majeſty in the Heavens, according to tha 
to the Epheſrans, He hath raiſed us up together 
and made us fit together in heavenly places in Chri 
Feſus, Eph. ii. 6. J)) ͤ ͤ Sad $15 

235. Ah! theſe bleſſed conſiderations an- 

Scriptures, with many others of like nature, wer; 
| in thoſe days made to ſpangle in mine eye, ſo tha 

|  Lhave cauſe to ſay, Praiſe ye the Lord God in b 

January; praiſe him inthe firmament of bit , 


＋ 
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praiſe him for his mighty ads ; praiſe bim according 

to his excellent greatneſs, Pſalm Cv. i; .. 

236. Having thus 15 few words given you a ; 

, taſte of the ſ ro and affliction that my ſoul went ** 

t under, by the! Ait and terror that theſe my wick - 1 

3 ed thoughts did ay me under; and having given 

e you alſo a touch of my deliverance therefrom, 

a and of the ſweet and bleſſed comfort that I met 

Is with afterwards; which comfort dwelt about a 

n twelvemonth with my heart, to my unſpeakable 

YE admiration ; I will now, (God willing) before ! 

d proceed any farther, give you in a ward or two, 
what, as I conceive, was the cauſe of this temp- 

ny tation ; and alſo after that, what advantage, 3 at 

5 the laſt, it became unto my-ſoul. 

Il 237. For the cauſes, I conceived they were 

n- principally two: Of which two alſo I was deeply 

by convinced all the time this trouble lay upon me. 

The firſt was, For that I did not, when 1 was de- 

a lrered from the temptation that went before, Kill 

pray to God to keep me from the temptations that 

"were to come; for though, as I can ſay in truth, 

0 ny foul was much in prayer before this trial ſeized 

Ine; yet then I prayed cv, or at the moſt 
principally, for the removal of preſent troubles, 

land fo «fot diſcoveries of his love in Chrift, 

mich I ſaw afterwards was not enough to do; I 

aſo ſhould have prayed that the great God would 

keep me from the evil that was to come. | 

238. Of this I was made deeply ſenſible by the x 

prayer of holy David, Who when he was under 

Wbreſent mercy, yet prayed that God would hold 

lim back from fin and temptation to come; For 

ther, faith he, Hall I be upright, aud 1 /oall be'ims 

cent ſe abe great tranſgr 2 ron, 1 xix. 13. 
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192 RACE ABOUNDING TO 
By this very word was I galled and ,condemned 
quite through this long temptation. * : 
239. That was alſo another word that did much int. 
condemn me for my folly, in the geglect of this at. 
duty, Heb; iv. 16. Let us ther me boldly unt this 
the throne of grace, that ave may. obtain mercy, and and 
find grace to help in time of need. This I had net whe 
done, and therefore was thus ſuffered to fin and me: 
fall, according to what is written, Pray that yi laſt 
enter not into temptation. And truly this very chat 
thing is to this day of ſuch weight and awe upon prez 
me, that I dare not, when I come before the 2 
Lord, go off my knees, until I intreat him for chat 
help and mercy againſt the temptations that are] beſe 
to come; and I do beſeech thee, reader, that tou that 
learn to beware of my negligence, by the afflic- falle 
tions that for this thing I did for days, and months, ¶ othe 
and years, with ſorrow undergo. * 2 ; 
240. Another cauſe of this temptation was, 
That I had tempted God; and on this manner 
did I do it: Upon a time my wife was great with 
child, and before her full time was come, her 
pangs, as of a woman in travail, were fierce and 
ftrong upon her, even as ſhe would have imme- 
diately fallen in labour, and been delivered of au wher 


untimely birth: Now at this very time it was, thatſiY his u 


I had been fo ſtrongly tempted to queſtion the beFftry:h 
ing of God; wherefore, as my wife lay crying by comp 
me, I ſaid, but with all ſecreſy imaginable, even ape: 
thinking in my heart, Lord, if now thou wilt re- 
move this ſad affliction from my wife, and cauſe that 
ſhe. be troubled no more therewith this night, (and 
now were her pangs juſt upon her) then 7 ſhall 
know that thou canſt diſcern the moſt ſecret thought 


of the heart,”  * | : 
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denn. T had,no ſooner ſaid it in mygheart, but 
her pangs were: taken from her, and The was caſt 


into a deep ſleep, and fo continued till morning; 


at this I greatly marvelled, not knowing what to 
think; but after I had been awake a good while, 
and heard her cry no more, I fell aſleep alſo; ſo 
when I awaked in the- morning, it came, upon 
meragain, even what I had ſaid in my heart the 


laſt night, and how the Lord had ſnewed me, 


that he knew my ſecret thoughts, Which Wãas a 
great aſtoniſhment unto me for ſeveral weeks after. 

242. Well, about a year and a half afterwards, 
that wicked ſmful thought, of which I have ſpoken 
before, went through my wicked heart, even this 


thobght, Let Chrift ga i be auill: So when I Was 


fallen under guilt for this, the remembrance of my 


other thought, and effect thereof, would alſo come 


upon me with this retort, which alſo carried re- 


buke along with it, Now you may. ſae that God doth 


wee the moſt feeret thoughts of the tearts - 1 | 
| 3 —— that of the paſſages chat 
were. betwixt the Lord, and his ſervant Gideon, 
fell upon my ſpirit; how becanſe that Gideyn 
tempted God with his fleece, both wet and dry, 
when he ſhould have believed and. ventured, upan 
his words; therefore the Lord did afterwards. ſo 
try kim, as to fend: him againſt an , innumerable 


company of enemies, and that too, as to ou! ward ; 
appearance, without any ſtrength er help, Judges 


„i. 7, Thus he ſerved me; and that juſtly, for I 


ſhould have believed his word, and not have put 
an F upon the all- ſeeingneſs of Gd. : 


244. And now to ſhew yon lemething of the 


advantages that IL alſo have gained by this temp- 
tation: And Firſt, by this I was made continually 


to poſſeſs in my ſoul a very wonderful ſenſe both Wy | 
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the bleſſing and glory of God, and of his beloved 


Son; in the temptation that went before, my foul 

was perplexed with unbelief, blaſphemy, hardneſ 
of heart, queſtions about the being of God, Chriſt, 
the truth of the word, and certainty of the world 
to come: I ſay, then I was greatly aſſaulted and 
"tormented with 'atheiſm; but now the caſe. was 
otherwiſe ; now was God and Chriſt continually 
before my face, though not in a way of comfort, 
but in a way of exceeding-dread and terror. The 

glory of the holineſs of God, did at times break 


me to pieces; and the bowels and compaſſion o 
Chhriſt did break me as on the wheel; for I could 


not conſider him but as a loſt and rejected Chriſt, 


che remembrance of which, was. as the continual 


\ breaking of my bones. 
245. The Scriptures alſo were wonderful things 


unto me; Ifaw that the truth and verity of them 
were the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 1b! 


that the Scriptures favour, bey muſt inherit bliſß; 
but *?ho/e that they ' oppaſe' and condemn, mult 
periſn for evermore: Oh! this word, For th 
Seriptures cannot be broken, would rend the caul 
«of my heart: And ſo would that other, Whe/: 
Ans ye remit, they are remitted; but whoſe fin: yt 
"retain, they are retained.” Now I ſaw the Apoſtles 
to be the elders of the city of refuge, Jobi 
Xx. 4. Thoſe that they were to receive in, were 
received to life; but thoſe that they ſhut out, 
were to be Hain by the avenger of blood. 
2246. Oh! ene, ſentence of the Scripture did 
more afflict and terrify my mind, I mean thoſ⸗ 
"ſentences that ſtood againſt me (as ſometimes 

thought they every one did) more, I ſay, than an 
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zgainſt me. Woe be to him againſt whom the 
Scriptures bend themſelves ! | . 
247. By this temptation I was made to ſee more 
into the nature of the promiſes than ever J had be- 
fore; for I lying now trembling under the mighty 
hand of God, continually torn and rent by the 
thundering of his juſtice ; this made me with care- 
ful heart, and watchful eye, with great fearful- 
neſs to turn over every leaf, and with much dih-. 
gence, mixed with trembling, to conſider every 
ſentence, together with it's natural force and 
latitude. VC 
248. By this temptation alſo I was greatly hol- 
den off from my former foolith practice of putting 
by the word of” promiſe when it came into my 
mind; for now, though I could not ſuck that 
comfort and ſweetneſs from the promiſe, as I had 
- done at other times, yet, like to a man — 
I ſhould catch at all | ſaw : Formerly I thought 
I might not meddle with the promiſe, unleſs 1 
; felt it's comfort, but now it was no time thus to 
do; the avenger of blood too hardly did purſue me. 
249. Now therefore was I glad to catch at that 
word which yet I feared I had no ground or right 
to own ; and even to leap into the boſom of that 
promiſe that yet I feared did ſhut his heart againſt 
me. Now alſo I Would labour to take the word 
as God hath laid it down, without reſtraining the 
natural force of one ſyllable thereof: O] what did 
I now ſee in that bleſſed 6th chapter of St, oh. 
And him that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, 
John vi. 30. Now I began to eonſider with my. 
ſelf, that God hath a bigger mouth to ſpeak with, 
than I had a heart to conceive with; I thought 
alſo with myſelf, that he ſpake not his words in 
haſte, or in an unadviſed heat, but with infinite 
Fn „„ wiſdom 


** * * 
- HY 
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wiſdom and judgment, and in very | truth and 27 
faithfulneſs, 2 Sam. iii. 28. pa 
250.1 would in theſe days, often i in my great- as 
eſt agonies, even flounce towards the promiſe, (as fo! 
| the horſes do towards ſound ground, that yet tick mi 
in the mire) concluding (though as one almoſt be- br. 
reft of his wits through fear) on this will I reſt I in 
and ſtay, and leave the fulfilling of it to the God fea 
of heaven that made it. Oh! many a pull hath I 201 
my heart had with Satan, for that bleſſed 6th I - 1 
chapter of St. John; I did not now, as at 2 ver 
times, look e for comfort, Ge | 
how welcome would it have been unto me!) But bea 
ow a word, a word to lean a weary ſoul upon, ing 
that it might not fink for ever T was that! thin 
| hunted for, it w 
251. Vea, often when 1 have Peer making to 2 
| the promiſe, I have ſeen as if the Lord would re- 
fuſe my ſoul for ever; I was often as if I had run I ſune 
. ppon the pikes, and as if the Lord had thruſt at I did 
me, to keep me from him, as with a flaming with 
ſword. Then would I think of Eher, who went 
to petition the king contrary to the law, E/ther 
iv. 16, I thought alſo of Benhadad's ſervants, i the o 
who went with ropes upon their heads to their I Nas 
enemies. for mercy, , . Kings XX. 31, & Co 'The that 
woman of Canaan alſo, that would not be daunt- lat f 
ed, though called Dog by Chriſt, Matt. xv. 22, Serip 
&c. and-the man that went to borrow bread at N NIL. 
midnight, Luke i. 5, 6, 7, 8, Sc. were alſo great For b 

| encouragements unto me. 

2352. 1 never ſaw thoſe heights and depth! in nd a 
4 grace, and love, and mercy, as I faw after this 
temptation ; Great fins to draw out great grace; 
and where guilt 1 is moſt terrible and fierce, there the and 1 
mercy of God 1 in Chriſt, when ſhewed to the ſoul, therei 
| | | appears | 


ed to the church, that my deſire was to walk in 
If ſupper With his diſciples before his death, that 
Arif. 19. was made a very precious word unto me: 


ſeiente with the diſcovery of his death for my ſins; 


and ſad temptation did attend me at all times 
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appears moſt high and mighty. When Fob had 
paſſed through his captivity, he had tavice as much 
ar be bad before, Job x11." 10. Bleſſed be God 
for Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Many other things 1 
might here make obſervation of, but I would be 
brief, and therefore ſhall at this time omit them; 

and do pray God that my harms may make others 
fear to offend, left they alſo be made to bear the 
iron yoke as I did. TY.” 2 ng 
Fhad two or three times, at or about my deli- 
verance from this temptation, ſuch ſtrange appre- 
kenſions of the grace of God, that I could hardly 
bear up under it: It was ſo out of meaſure amaz- 
ing, when I thought it could reach me, that I do 
think if that ſenſe of it had abode long upon me, 
it would have made me uncapable for buſineſs.” 
253. Now I hall go forward to give you a re- 
lation of other of the Lord's dealings with me at 
ſandry other ſeaſons; and of the temptations I then 
did meet withal. I ſhall begin with what I met. 
with when firſt I did join in fellowſhip with the 
people of God in Bedford. After I had propeund- 
the order and ordinances of Chriſt with them, and 
was alſo admitted by them: While I thought of 
that bleſſed © ordinance of Chrrſt, which was his 
deri pture; Do this in remembrance of me, Luke 
For by it the Lord did eome down upon my con- 
and as I then felt, did as if he plunged me in the 


rtue ef the ſame. | But beliold;" I had net been 
long a partaker at that ordinance, but ſuch fierce 


therein, both to blaſpheme the ordinance, and to 
En! 8 E 6 | wiſh 
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wiſn ſome deadly thing to thoſe that then did eat 
thereof: That leaſt I ſhould at any time be guilty 
ol conſenting to theſe wicked and fearful thoughts, 
:1 was forced to bend myſelf all the while, to pray 
to God to keep me from ſuch blaſphemies: And 
alſo to cry to-God. to bleſs the cup and_breayl to 
them, as it were from mouth to mouth. The 
reaſon of tkis temptation, I have thought ſince, 
was, becauſe I did not with that reverence that 
became me, at firit approach to partake thereof. 
254. Thus I continued for three quarters of a 
year, and could never have reſt nor eaſe: But at 
the laſt the Lord came in upon my ſoul wich that 
ſame Scripture, by which my ſoul was viſited be- 
fore: And after that, I have been uſually very 
well and comfortable in the partaking of that 
bleſſed ordinance ; and have, T truſt, therein di- 
ſcerned the Lord's body, as broken for my ſins, 


— 


and that his precious blood hath been ſhed for 


my trages e ee 
255. Upon a time I was ſomewhat inclining to 


Tk & 


<Clear;before, mine exth -: [fie 45s Few 
256. Bat I had no ſooner began to recal to 
mind my former experience of the goodneſs of 
God to my ſoul, but there came flocking into my 
mind an innumerable company of my ſins and 
x | | trranſgreſſions, 


1 At the apprehenffons of theſe chings mp 


#*F a 


of his benefits to us, and the work was forth- 
with done. ts 117 $20 


* * 


259. And 


< . 


| ſpirits, and help me to hope in God; which when 
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' 259. And as I was thus in a mule, that Scrip- 
ture alſo came with great power upon my ſpirit, 
Nor by wworks of righteouſneſs that be hae dont, 
Gut according io his 'mercy he hath ſaved us, &c. 


| 27. i. 9. Tir. iii. 5. Now was 1 got on high, 
I faw myſelf within the arms of grace and-metcy; 


and though I was before afraid to think of a dy- 


ing hour, yet now I cried, Let me die: Now 


death was lovely and beautiful in my fight, for I 
ſaw ave fall newer live indeed, till de b gone to 


the other world, Oh! methought tkis life is but 


a ſlumber, in compariſon of that above.” At this 
time alſo I ſaw more in theſe words, Heirs of God, 
Rom. viii. 17. than ever I ſhall be able to expreſs 
while I live in this world; Herrs of -God God 
himſelf is the portion of the ſaints. This I faw 


and wondered at, but cannot tell you what J ſaw. 
2860. Again, as I was at another time very ill 


and weak, all that time alſo the tempter did be- 
ſet me ſtrongly, (for J find he is much for aſſault- 
ing the ſoul; when it begins to approach towards 


the grave, then is his opportunity) labouring to 


hide from me my former experience of God's 
goodneſs; alſo ſetting before me the terrors of 
death, and the judgment of God, inſomuch that 
at this time, through my fear of miſcarrying for 


; ever (ſnould I now die) I was as one dead before 


death came, and was as if I had felt myſelf al- 


ready deſcending into the pit; methought I ſaid, 
There was no way, but to hell I muſt: But be- 
Hold, juſt as I was in the midſt of thoſe fears, 


theſe words of the angel's carrying Lazarus into 


"Abraham's boſom darted in upon me, as who 
ſhould ſay, So it ſhall be with thee when thou dit 


leave this world. This did ſweetly” revive my 


I had 
* 


- 
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[-had with comfort muſed on a while, that word 
fell with great weight upon my mind, O death, 
where is thy fling ! O graue, where is thy victory 
1 Cor. xv. 55. At this I became both well in 
body and mind at once, for my ſickneſs did pre- 
ſently vaniſh, and I walked comfortably in my 


Le 


work for God again. | 
261. At another time, though juſt before I was 
pretty well and ſavoury in my ſpirit, yet ſuddenly 
there fell upon me a great c oud of darkneſs; 
which did fo hide from me the things of God and 
Chriſt; that I was as if I had never ſeen or known 
them in my life: I was alſo ſo over-run in my foul - 
with a ſenſeleſs, heartleſs frame of ſpirit, that I 
could not feel my ſoul to move or ftir after grace 
and /ife by Chri/t; I was as if my loins were bro- 
ken, or as if my hands and feet had been tied or 
bound with chains. At this time alſo I felt ſome 
weakneſs to ſeize upon my outward man, which 
made ſtill the other affliction the more heavy and 
uncomfortable to nme. \ 3 
262. After I had been in this condition ſome 
tree or four days, as I was fitting by the fire, 1 
ſuddenly felt this word to ſound in my heart, 
mu? g to Jeſus: At this my former darkneſs and 
atheiſm fled away, and the bleſſed things of Hea- 
ven were ſet in my view. While I was on this 
ſudden thus overtaken with ſurprize; Wife, ſaid 
I, is there ever ſuch a Scripture, I muſt go 76 
Jeſus? She ſaid, ſhe could not tell; therefore I 
ft müſing fill, to ſee if I could remember ſuch 
a place: I had not ſat above two or three minutes, 
but that came bolting in upon me. And to an in- 
mmerable company of angels; and withal the xiith 
chapter of | Hebrews, about the Mount Sion, was 
kt before mine eyes, Heb. xii. 22, 23, 24 
8 | 3 263. Then 


N 


— p 
— ter DD ns — > 


— — "gyh 4 2 - - 
2 — — — Ja SY 2 — » — — 
2 a 4 2 S — 8 2 2 — _ - 
— — — D - - — — — — — = 3 
— - — 7 — — — 
— — > — — 82 5 — 22 = — — 
. 2 — . — 


— — wo” > — ——— 
L le re ů — EST 


——— * 
1 I 


> 
—— — 
0 — FM 2 - —_ - — 4 — 4 » "At 1 
So : 2 4 - — WES a n hy : 
S ae” 7 \ gy 3 Sy 2 — — — — e — — * — 2 — bx — => — 
Fo 5 0 4 * — : OW oo ey _ — - — % — : 2 — 7 7 / 
* N a = - © Pp 2 : — — SIE - Y 2 — . PTA * d ry Fo 5 * 2 * — 
. Kay 2 EE 0 n BS — n 2 28 2 2 * 5 K ” re ry - "* > Po > — = — — 3 — - 8 ' TS TDD 2 n 
—. I — > > —- . ERR” Ee x" yz WT -— =" — FJ. — Ix =. 2-5 > 6 2. =, FP — r p r 5 — — 33 a 
* — — r — rer — 3 =; ESE 42 2 4 2 os 2 . < 1 I —— — VE: * 5 pr. 
2 = = — = . E 3 a - l -» N — > 
— 2 2 - 9 — — * * * : 
* = I X — 5 — _ < 2 . A | 2 A © . —— —— — 3 


2 


* 


Lo 
I. 
467 
K. 


Li Ir ox, 
. * 


3 8 
— . 


- 
14.0 
| j 
17 
14 
40 + 
4 
. 4 
| (9X 
1 o 
1 x 
we 
h 1 
1 
; . Fl 
i 1070 
C H oh 
. LY p of 
, 3 
1 , ; 
1 
0 2 
9 n 
1 y oy = 
: * 


8 
l 


1 12 GRACE ABOUNDING So 
263, Then with joy I. told my wife, O / ncab 


I know, 1 know ! But that night was a good night 20 
to me, 4 never had bug few etter ; I longed for : 
the Ompany of ſome of God's people, that I — 
might have imparted unto them 7 — God had 12 
ſhewed me. Chriſt was a precious Chriſt to my _—_ 
ſoul that night; I could ſcarce lie in my bed for wh 
joy, and peace, and triumph through Chriſ. 95 p 
This great glory did not continue upon me until 0 
morning, yet the xiith chapter of the Epiſtle to 3 


the Hebrcaus, Heb. xii. 22, 23, was a hleſſed 
| Scripture to me for many days together after this. wa 
2064. The words are theſe: Ye are come to Mount 
Sion, 70 the city of the living God, to the heavenly 
| Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, 
to the general affembly and church of the Ke ch 
0 auhich are written in Heaven; to God the Juage e 5 
2 all, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, and (be 
| to Jeſus the mediator of the New Teflament, and to ; = 
the blood of ſprinkling, that ſpeaketh beiter things 
than that cf Abel. Through this ſentence the 
Lord led me over and over, firſt to this word, and 
then to that; and ſhevied me wonderful glory nf 7 
every one of them. Theſe words alſo have oft beſt 
ſince that time been great refreſhment to my 


| ppi; Bleſſed be G. for W BOY 1 on me! By 
| | 4 4 | — — that 
=>. 4 Brief 4 A 1 the AuTror's Cat L dit 
r the Work of the MixisTRY. 1 r 
N amo! 
268. ND now I am ſpeaking m ome 


| ence, I will in this place F 3 in a alſo 
6 word or two concerning my preaching the word, rein; 
| and of God's dealing. with me in that particular fing 
alſo. After I had been about five or fix years a- 286 
wakened, and helped myſelf to ſee both the wr defir 
| A „ 
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and worth of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and alſo en- 
abled to venture my ſoul upon him; ſome of the 
moſt able among the ſaints with us, I ſay, the 
moſt able for judgment and holineſs of life, as 
they conceived, did pefdeive that God had counted 
me worthy to underſtand ſomething of his will in 
his holy and bleſſed word, and had given me-ut- 
erance in ſome meaſure, to expreſs what I ſaw to 
others, for edification ; therefore they defired me, 
and that with much earneſtneſs, that I would be 
willing, at ſome times, to take in hand, in one 
Jof the meetings, to ſpeak a word of exhortation 
— 777) ò—ßß“»—k or ues, 
266. The which, though at the firſt it did 
much daſh and abaſh my ſpirit, yet being ſtill by 
them defired and intreated, I con ſented to their 
requeſt, and did twice at two ſeveral aſſemblies, 
(but in private) though with much weakneſs and 
infirmity, diſcover my gift amongſt them; at 
which they not only ſeemed to be, but did ſo- 
lemnly proteſt, as in the fight of the great God, 
© they were both affected and comforted; and gave 
| thanks to the Father of Mercies, for the grace 
beſtowed on me. Pry oy „ 
2567. After this, ſometimes, when ſome of them 
did go into the country to «each, they would alſo 
that I ſhould go with them; where though as yet, 
I did not, nor durſt not, make uſe of my gift in 
an open way, yet more privately ſtill, as I came 
amongſt the good people in thoſe places, I did 
ſemetimes ſpeak a word of admonition unto them 
ao; che which they, as the other, received with 
rejoicing at the mercy-of God to me-ward, profeſ- 
fing their fouls were edified/thereby.; 


j 
( 
C 
ö 
[ 


KY defired | 


Th 


y the church, after ſome ſolemn prayer 
1 | | | to 


268. Wherefore, to be brief, at laſt, being till ĩ ü 
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to the Lord, with faſting, T was. more particular 2 
culled forth, and appointed to a more ordinary] fain 
and publick preaching of the word; not only to, I fear 
i and amongſt them that believed, but alſo to offer] neſs 
the Goſpel to thoſe who had not yet received the ton 
faith thereof: About which time I did evidently that 
find in my mind la ſecret pricking forward theretoʒ hol) 
though, I bleſs God, not for deſire of vain- glory, I derf 
for at that time I was moſt ſorely afflicted with drec 
the hery darts of the devil, concerning my eter- and 

-nal ſtatk. N i n n 22-6616 . IN 12 1 
z 269. But yet I could not be content, unleſs I men 
. was found in the exerciſe of my gift, unto which alto 
| talfo i] wasicremtlycanimared, . not only by the con- gen: 
tinual detires of the godly, but alſo-by that ſaying mig 
of Paul to the Corinthians; T beſcech you, brethren, ¶ 2a 
ye know the honſbold of Stephanus, that is the fir © Lor. 
Fruits e Achaia, and that they have addicted them-MY | ha 
-Jel ves jo tht mitiftry ef the ſatmits) ' that ye ſubmit be te 
ourſelves unto farb, and to kwery une that helperb I at t 
_ vith uc, and Iabouteth, 1 Cor. xvi. 45, 16. and 
270. By this text I was- made to fee that the 2 
Holy Ghoſt never intended that men who hate ſhou 
ifts and abilities, ſhould bury them in the earth, cou 
but rather did command and ſtir up ſuch to the thus 
_ (exerciſe of their gift, and alſo did commend thoſe ticu! 
that were apt and ready ſo to do. They have ad. from 


2 —-— —  —. ra — — — =, — — —e ! — — — — — 
; a 2 : s 


midid tbemſelwer ro tbe miaiſtry of the faints;:\ This I fil 
{ F 7 1 : 8 3 , 
| _ «Scripture, in theſe days, did continually run in my ſaint 
| mind, to encourage me, and ſtrengehen me in me, 
| this my work for God; I have alſo been en- God 
cCcouraged from ſeveral other Scriptures and ex- Nef ſ⸗ 
amples of the godly, both ſpecified” in the word, 27 
| and other ancient hiſtories, Aer viii. 4. and xvii. W and 
24, 25. 1 Pet; iv. 10. Rom; Xii. 6. "Fox's Ad bear 
aud Monuments. Dl i jeſus 
* I 271. Wherefore, fl 
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fear and trembling at the of my own weak- 
neſs, did ſet upon the day and did according 


to my gift, and the proportion of my faith, preach 


that bleſſed Goſpel that God has ſhewn me in the 
holy word of truth: Which when the country un- 
derſtood, they came in to hear the word by hun- 
dreds; and that from all parts, e upon divers 
and ſundry accounts. 

272. And I thank God, he gave unto me Hans 
meaſure of bowels and pity for their fouls, which 


alſo. did put me forward. to labour with great dilf. 


rence and earneſtneſs, to find out ſuch a word as 


might, .if God wopld. bleſs it, lay hold of, and 


awaken the conſcience; in which alſo. the 1 
Lord had reſpect to the deſire of his ſervant; for 


I had not preached long, before ſome began n to 


be touched, and be greatly afflicted in their minds 


at the apprehenſion of the ee their king 


and of their need of Jeſus Chriſt. 


273. But I firſt 'eovld not believe that God 


ſhould ſpeak by me to the heart of any man,” ſtill 
counting myſelf unwerthy; yet thoſe who e 
thus touched, would love me, and have a 

ticular reſpect for me; and though I did put i 


from me, 'that they ſhould be awakened by me, 
till they would confeſs it; and affirm it before the 
ſaints of God: They would alſo bleſs God for 
me, (unworthy wretch that I am!) and count me 


God's inftrument that ſhewed to oy the _— 
of ſalvation, 
274. Wherefore lug dem! in "Sans their wordk 


and deeds to be ſo conſtant, and alſo in lt 


hearts ſo earneſtly prefling after the knowledge of 


vac weaken rejoicing * ever God did ſend me 
Where 


271. Wherefore, though of myſelf, of all. the 
faints the moſt unworthy, Wend. I, but with great 


: 3 
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wbere they were; then I began to conclude it 


might be ſo, that God had owned in his work 
ſuch a fooliſn one as I; and then came that word 
of God to my heart, with much {ſweet refreſh- 
ment. The bleſſing of themthat were ready to periſh, 


fs come upon me; yea, I cauſed the widow's heart 


t fing for joy, Job xxix. 13. e 
2975. At this therefore I rejoiced; yea, the 
tears of thoſe whom God did awaken by my 
preaching, would be both ſolace and encourage- 
ment to me; I thought on thoſe ſayings. ho ir 
he that maketh me glad, but the ſame that is maat 
forry-by me? 2 Cor. xxii. And again, Though 1 
be not an Apoſtle to others, yet doubtleſi, J am unto 
you ; | for the ſeal of my apoſtleſbip are ye in the Lord, 
1 Cor. vi. 2. Theſe things therefore, were as 
another argument unto me, that God had called 
me to, and ſtood by me in this work. | 
276. In my preaching of the word, I took ſpe- 
Cial notice of this one thing, namely, That the 
„Lord did lead me to begin where his word begins 
with finners; that is to condemn all fleſh, and to 
open and alledge, that the curſe of God by the 
law, doth belong to, and lay hold on all men as 
they come into the world, becauſe of fin. Now 
this part of my work I fulfilled with great ſenſe; 
fror the terrors of the law, and guilt for my tranſ- 
greſſions, lay heavy on my conſcience; I preach- 
ed what I felt, what I ſmartingly did feel; even 
that under which my poor ſoul did groan and 
tremble to aſtoniſhment. 13. 


277. Indeed, I have been as one ſent to them 


from the dead; I went myſelf in chains, to 

each to them in chains; and carried that fire 
in my own conſcience, that I perſuaded them to 
be aware of. I can truly ſay, and that without 


4 


4 


— 
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diſſembling, that when I have been to preach, I 1 
d have gone full of guilt and terror, even to the 8M 
pulpit-door, and there it hath been taken off, and 
„have been at liberty in my mind until I have: ” {1 
done my work; and then immediately, even be- 
fore. I could get down the pulpit- ſtairs, I have 
e] been as bad as I was before; yet God carried me 
on, but ſurely with a ſtrong hand, for neither 
„ guilt nor hell could take me off my work. 
278. Thus I went on for the ſpace of two years, 
p Tying. out againſt men's fins, and their fearful 
1 fate becauſe of them. After which the Lord 
oY came in upon my own ſoul, with ſome ſure peace 
„Ind comfort through Chriſt; for he did give me 
many ſweet diſcoveries of his bleſſed grace through 
him: Wherefore now I altered in my preaching, 
(for ſtill I preached what I ſaw and felt) -now- 
therefore I did much labour to hold with Jeſus. 
Chriſt in all his offices, relations and benefits un- 
to the world, and did ſtrive- alſo to diſcover, to 
condemn, and remove thoſe falſe ſupports and 
props on which the world doth both lean, and by 
them fall and periſh. On theſe things alſo I ſtaid 
as long as on the other. TER 16 
279. After this, God led me into ſomething of 
the myſtery of the union of Chriſt; wherefore that 
diſcovered and ſhewed: to them alſo. And, 
when I had travelled through theſe three points of 
che word of God, about the ſpace of five years or 
more, I was caught in my preſent practice, and 
aft into priſon, where I have lain above as long 
again to confirm the truth Fer of ſuffering, as 
II vas before in teſtifying of it according to the; = 
| iptures, in a of preaching. = 
1 . thanx * 
Cod, my heart hath oſten, all the time of _ Wi. 
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a2 am'/are : Methought I was more than ſure (if 
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and the other exerciſe, with great earneſtnc ſs cried 
to God that he would make the work effectual to 
the ſalvation of the ſoul; ſtill being grieved leſt M''** 
the enemy ſhould take the word away-from the - . 
conſcience, and fo it ſhould become unfruitful : 25 


Wherefore I ſhall labour to ſpeak the word, as ball 
that thereby, if it were poſſible, the ſin and per- 28 
ſon guilty might be particularized by it. - 

281. And when 1 have done the exerciſe, it * 


hath gone to my heart, to think the word ſhould 
now fall as rain on ſtony places; ſtill wiſhing 
from my heart, Oh! that they who have heard 
me ſpeak this day, did but fee as I do, what ſin, 
death, hell, and the curſe of God is; and alſo 
what the grace, and love, and mercy of God is, 
through Chrift, to men in ſuch a caſe as they are, 
who are yet eſtranged from him. And indeed, I 
did often ſay in my heart before the Lord, T hat 
if I be hanged up preſently before their eyes, it wou'd 
a means to awaken them, and confirm then in tbe 
truth, and I gladly ſhould be contented. | 
282. For I have been in my; preaching, elpe- 
cially when J have been engaged in the doctrine 
of life by Chriſt, without works, as if an angel 
of God had ſtood. at my back to encourage me; 
Ohl! it hath been with ſuch power and heavenly 
evidence upon my own ſoul, while I have been It ne 
labouring to unfold it, to demonſtrate it, and to 
faſten it upon the conſciences of others; that; 
could. not be contented with ſaying, I believe, 


it be lauful to expreſs myſelf) that thaſe things if 
Tin then I aſſerted, avere true; © iv wu £4 | 
283. When I firſt went to preachnthe ward a. 
broad; the doctors: and: prieſts of the N did "rig 
TR wide 9 But nn 1 þ ink 
| ( 15 . 


re If : 
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this, Not to render railing: for railing; but toiſce! 

how-many of their carnal profeflors I could con- 
rince-of their miſerable ſtate by the law, and of 
be: want and worth of Chriſt: For, thought I, 
That ſhall anſaver. for me in time lo come, when they 
hall be for my hire before their face, Gen. xxx. 33. 

284. I never cared to meddle with things that 

were controverted, and in diſpute among the 
ants, eſpecially things of the loweſt nature; yet 
t pleaſed me much to contend with great earneſt- 
is for the word of faith, and the remiſſion of ſins 
the death and ſufferings of Jeſus : But I ſay, 
z to other things, I would let them alone, becauſe 
a they engendered ſtrife; and becauſe. that 
hey neither in doing, nor in leaving undone, did 
Feommend us to God to be his: Beſides, I ſauv my 


IFerk before me did run into. another channel, 
Fen to carry an awakening. word; to that there- 
ere I did ſtick and adherre0e. 
„285. I never endeavoured: to, nor durſt make 


iſe of other men's lines, Rom. xv. 18. (tho? I. 
Jondemn not all that do) for J verily thought, 
d found by experience, that what was taught 
ne by the word and ſpirit of Chriſt, could be 


: poken, maintained, and ſtood to, by the ſoundeſt 
y d beſt eſtabliſned conſcience; / and though I will: 


t now ſpeak all that I kno in this matter, yet 
y experience hath: more intereſt in that text uf 


oi). g ey 
1] cripture, Gal. i. 11, 12, than many r amongſt 
| len are aware. 2:5 8 it nay. tr nary ae 


* 


286. Iflany of tho who Were awakened: by my 


” . 
8 


d many did) I can truly-ſay; their loſs hath heen 
ite to me, thaw if my oαn children, begotten ? 
iy n body, had been going to theii grave: 


i chink verily, I may ſpeak 16-wathout-any offence! 
5, 5 5 


iniſtths, did: after that fall back, (as ſometims 


even in the preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his 
19, 20. Theſe, I ſay, with many others of a like 


the going of God upon my ſpirit, to deſire I might 


this, been given in the fruits of my miniſtry. 1 


done more execution in a: ſermon}: than all that 
was ſpoken beſides; Sometimes alſo, when I have 


and at other times, when L thought I could: catch fo 
them, I have fiſhed for nothing. 
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to the Lord, nothing has gone ſo near me as that; 


- unleſs it was the fear of the: loſs of the ſalvation a 


of my own ſoul: I have counted as if I had goodly N ha 
buildings and lordſhips in thoſe places where my m. 
children were born: My heart hath been ſo wrap- I th, 
ped up in the glory of this excellent work, that I be 


counted myſelf more bleſſed and honoured of God H 
by this, than if he had made me the emperor off, 


the Chriſtian world, or the Lord of all the glory ir 
of the earth without it! Oh, theſe words! He that ¶ cot 


converteth a fiuner from the error of his away, doth I far 


Save a ſoul from death, James v. 20. ' The fruit 
of rhe righteous ir a tree of life ; and be that win- 
neth ſouls is.awiſe, Prov. xi. 30. They that be | 
wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, i x 

and they that turn many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars 
For ever and ever, Dan. xii. 3. For what is our 
ape, our joy, our crown of" rejoicing ?. Are not 3. ¶ bui 


coming? For ye are our glory and joy, 1 Theſ. ii. 


nature, have been great refreſhments. to me. 


228. I have obſerved, That where I have had -w 


a. Work to do for God, I have had firſt, as it were, 


8 there: L have alſo obſerved, that ſuch and I are 
uch ſouls in particular, have been ſtrongly: ſet . wes 


upon my heart; andL:ftirred up to wiſh for their Mig) 


ſalvation; and that theſe very ſouls have, after the 
have obſerved, that a word caſcin by thenbye, hath 


thought I did no good, then I did the moſt of all; 


63 2188. I have 


# 


and the word that I carried did lean itſe 
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2838 1 have alſo. obſerved, that vchere thete has 
been a work to do upon ſinners; there the, devil 
hath begun to roar in their hearts, and and by the 
mouth of» His ſervants; yea, oftentimes, when 
the wicked world. hath raged moſt, there bath 
deen Wuls awakenied * word: I, could in- 

articulars, but I forbearr. woody by 


ed My great deſire i in my fulfilling my mini- 


ſtry, was to get into the darkeſt places of the 


country, even amongſt thoſe people that, were 
fartheſt off of profeſſion: Vet not becauſe I coufd 


not endure the light, (for I feared, not torſhew my 
Goſpel to any). but becauſe I found my.ſpirit did 
lean moſt after awakening; and e 
m 
that way alſo: Tea, ſo have 1 fried to 7 the 
Goſpel, not aubert C briſt: avas named, left. I'fbould 
build — another nan t foundation, Rom, xv. 20. 
* > In niy Preaching J have really been Jn 
forth ehllärwrdvde neither could I be ſatjsfi gd 
unleſs ſome fruits did appear in my work: 
were fruitleſs, it mattered not who . 
me; but if I were fruitful, I cared not who did 
condemn. I have thought of that, Lo] children 
are an henituge of: the Lord an the fruits of the 
womb his reward, As arrows in tlie hand of; a 
nig hry man, ſo are cluldren of tbe youth.” Happy is 
the mai that hath filled his quiver- foul of: them ; f 
they Mall nch be a ſnmed, but er Hall peak ae 
the enemies iu vbe gate, Plal oxxvii. 30 221 LF 
291. It pleaſed me nothing to ſee. peep ink 


in opiyions, id they ſeemed ignorant 55 
vation, 


Chriſt, and the worth of their Ly 


found gonviction for Anbelicf, .. 
n mon * we hun * Cb 83 


blinded, and ſo eſtranged from the things [ ha 


. po your on foul, that: * will never: . 
under. 8 | "90", 
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ſtrong breadkings3afivr. a truly ſanctified Tou! 


That it was that delighted me; bone were - the} fr 
"fouls" T'counted-bleſied.: © nn hey 4 al 
292. Bat in this work, as, in ib otber, 1 bat al 
my temptations pms e and that of divei w 
kinds; as ſometimes I ſhould be aſſaulted wit I 
at diſcouragement therein, fearing that I ſhoul . 
not be able t6 ſpeak a word at all- to ediflcation I xv 
"nay, that 1 ſheuld not be able to ſpeak ſenſe t@ bl: 
the people; at which times I ſhould, have ſuch  7ec 
ſtrange faintneſs and fſtrengthleflneſs ſeixe upoi jut 
my body, that my legs have es. been able th 
carry me to the place of exerciſe. tru 
293. Sometimes again, when. I — beef} he 
preaching, I have been violently affaulted witli -: 
thoughts of -blaſphemy, and ſtrongly tempted i wo 
| ſpeak the words with my mouth before the conf lift 
Ih 


1 IL. have alſo at ſome times, even whe 
have begun to ſpeak the word, with . mudlf Lo: 
dlearneſs, Evidence, and liberty of ſpeech, 
| been, [before the ending of that opportunity, | 


been ſpeaking, and have been also ſo ſtraiter 
in my Tpeech, as to utterance before the people 
Ade J have boon, as if I had not known or re 
membred What 1 have been about; or as if n und 
head had, been in a bag all the time of my exerciſ this 
+2294: Again, when as ſametimes I. have berg mer 
- about to preach upon ſome. ſmart and ſearchin 


portion of the word, I have found the tempiY nota 
ſuggeſt, What ! woill you preach this! This ai fore 
4 vunſelf; ef this vont anun au! 10 gui mar! 
Therefore preath' not! of © this. at all ;. on if you af ing 

' "yz Jo mine? it arte; mute auay for your. own: ee As fe 

q "It; inſtead of awakpming. others, you lay that gu Thou 


OW 
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295. But, I thank the Lord, I have been kept 
from conſenting to theſe ſo horrid ſuggeſtions, 
and have rather, as Sam/on, bowed myſelf with 
all my might, to condemn fin and tranſgreſlica, 
where-ever I found it; yea, though therein alſo 
I did bring guilt upon my own conſcience : Let 
me ah, thought I, avith the Philiftines, Fudges 
xvi. 29, 30. rather than deal corruptly with the 
blefſed word of God. Thou that teacheſt another, 


teacheſ? not t hou ? hy/elf P It 15: far better then to : + 
judge thyſelf, even by N plainly-unto o- 
— 1 


thers, than that thou, to ſave thyſelf, impriſon the 
truth in unrighteouſneſs : Bleſſed be God for his 
netp-aito 16 :this;,”- e ee, 
296. I have alſo, while found in this bleſſed 
work of Chriſt, been often tempted to pride and 
liftings up of heart; and though 1 dare not ſay, 
I have not been affected with this, yet truly the 
Lord, of his precious mercy, hath ſo carried it 
towards me, that for the moſt part I have had 
ſmall joy to give way to ſuch a thing: For it hath 
been my every day's portion to be let into the 
evil of my own heart, and ftill made to fee ſuch 
a multitude of corruptions and infirmities therein, 
that it hath cauſed hanging down of the head 


under alt my gifts and attainments: 1 have fel © WM 


this thorn in the-fleſh (2 Cor. x1. $, 9.) the very 

mercy of God to me.... 2c 
297. I have atfo had, together with this, ſome 

notable place or other of the word preſented be- 


fore me, which word hatt: contained. in it ſome By 
ſharp and piercing ſentence concerning the periſh- M1} 
ing of the ſoul, notwithſtanding gifts and parts | 1 
As for inſtanee, that hath been of great uſe to me; by 

ml { Hough T ſpeak vwith the tongues of men and ungelt, "if 
SLED F 2 f e th 
CCC 10 0 
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and have not charity, I am become as ſohnding braſi, tb 
and a tinkling cymbal, 1 Cor. Xiil. 1, 2. le 

298. A tinkling cymbal is an inſtrument of 
. . muſic, with which, a {ki{ful player can make ſuch th 

melodious and heart-inflamitg muſic, that all who th 
Hear him play, can ſcarcely Fold from de, ing; I fic 

and yet behold the cymbal hath not life, neither to 
comes the muſic from it, but becauſe of the art of 40 
him that plays therewith ; ſo then the inſtrument I ſtat 
at laſt may come to nought and periſh, though in I to! 
times palt ſuch muſic hath been made upon it. me 
209. Juſt thus I ſaw it was, and will be, with giv 
„them that have gifts, but want ſaving grace; they qui 
are in the hand of Chriſt, as the cymbal in the . 3 
hand of David; and as David could with the cym- | Yor 
bal make that mirch in the ſervice of God, as to] bec: 
_ elevate-the hearts of the worſhippers, ſo Chriſt I ther 
can uſe theſe, gifted men, as with, them to affect I cont 
the fouls of his people in his church; yet when he app] 
/hath-done all, hang them by, as lifeleſs, though | 

- ſouptlipg cymbals. _ „ 

de This conſideration therefore, together 3c 


7 


0 


| others, were for the moſt part, as a need 
* the head of pride, and deſire of vain - to wi 
= gloty: What, thought I, ſhall I be proud becauizF be in 
Iams ſbundin - brais? Is it fo much to be a fid- 
dle? Hith not the leaſt creature that hath life, 
more of God in it than theſe ? Beſides, I knew 1 
Was love ſhould never die, but theſe: mult ceaſc 
and vaniſh: S0 IL concluded, a little grace, a little 
love, and a little gf the true fear of God, is bet 


ter than all the gifts; Vea, and I am fully cooFJaccou! 
| vinced of it, that it is poſſible for ſouls that canfſund t 
_ ſearce\give.agnan an anſwer, but with great, con ting. 

+ fuſion, as to method; I ſay, it is as poſſible fot 
them to have a thoufand times more grace, a 
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ſo to be more in the love and favour of the Lord, 


than, ſome who by the virtue of the giſt of know. | 


ledge, can deliver themſelves like angels. | 
301. Thus therefore I came to perceive, that” 
though gifts in themſelves were good, to the, 
thing for Which they are deſigned, to wit, the edi- 
fication of others, yet empty, and without power 


to fave the foubof him that hath them, if they be 


alone neither are they, as ſo, any {ign ot a man's 
ſtate to be happy, being only a diſpenſation of God 
to ſome, of whoſe improvement, or non- improve- 
ment, they muſt when a little love more is over, 
ire an account to him that is ready to judge the 
quick and the dead. ne. | 


302. This ſhewed me too, that gifts being 


alone, were dangerous, not in themſelves, but 


becauſe of thoſe evils that attend them that have 
them; to wit, pride, defire of vain-glory, ſelf- 
conceit, Sr. all which are eaſily blown up at the 
applaufe and commendation of every unadviſed 
Chriſtian, to the endangering of a poor creature 
to fall into the condemnation of the devil. 
303. I ſaw therefore that he that hath gifts, had 


need to be let into a ſight of the nature of them, 


to wit, that they come ſhort of making of him to 
be in a truly ſaved condition, leſt he reſt in them, 
and fo fall ſhort of the grace of Gd. 
304. He hath cauſe alſo to walk humBly with. 
member withal, that his gifts are not his own, 
but the church's ; and that by them he is made a 
ſervant to the church; and he muſt give at laſt an 
account of his ſtewardſhip unto the Lord Jeivs ; 
7 to give a good account, will be a bleſſed 
5 WS 305. Let 


v7 Cas 
2 


A cr 


God, and be little in his own eyes, and to re- 
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Zo. Let all men therefore prize a little with les 
the fear of the Lord, (gifts indeed are deſireable) Ibis 
but yet great grace and ſmall gifts are better than Wie 
8 gifts and no grace. It doth not ſay, the 2 f 
ord gives gifts and glory, but the Lord gives Ihe 
grace and glory; and bleſſed is ſuch an one, to e 
whom the Lord gives grace, true grace, for that 
is a certain forerunner of glory,  _ | 
306. But when Satan perceived that his thus 

« tempting and aſſaulting of me, would not anſwer 
his deſign; to wit, to overthrow the miniſtry, and 
make it ineffectual, as to the ends thereof: Then Wei 
he tried another way, which was, to ſtir up the (9! 
minds of the ignorant and malicious to load me * A 
with flanders and reproaches: Now therefore I ee. 
may ſay, That what the devil could deviſe, and . 3 
his inſtruments invent, was whirled up and down have 
| the country againſt me, thinking, as I ſaid, that Saal 
| by that means they ſhould make my miniſtry to in 
be abandoned, _ * 6 [ 
307. It began therefore to be rumoured up and for « 
| down among the people, that I was a witch, a I'we 
F  jeſuit, a highwayman, and the like. 
| 308. To all which, I ſhall only ſay, God | 3? 
knows that I am innocent. But as for mine ac- em 

|. cuſers, let them provide themſelves to meet me prof 
. before the tribunal of the Son of God, there to 
auiwer for all theſe things (with all the reſt of my 
their iniquities) unleis God ſhall give them re- 
pentance for them, for the which I pray with all I. 3? 
my heart. | , 


309. But that which was reported with the afirn 
boldeſt confidence, was, That I had my miſſes, my Num 
auhores, my baſtards ; yea, two wives at once, and en, 
the like. Now theſe fianders (with the others) I th 


Z ory in, becauſe but ſlanders, fooliſh, or knaviſh 
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les, and fal oods caſt upon me by. the devil and 
his ſeeck; and ſhould I not be dèalt with thus 
viekedly by the' world, I ſhould Want one ſign of 


2 ſaint, and a child of God. Blefed are you (ſaid 


me Lord Jeſus) avben men ſhall revile you and per- 
— vou, aud ſhall ſay all manner of evil of you 
alſely for "try ale; rejoice aud be (exceeding glad, 
for great is your renbard in Heauen; for /e perſecuted 


they the Prophets which auere before you, Matt. iv. 11. 


310 Theſe things therefore, upon mine o.] F 


aicount,' trouble me — No, though they were 


twenty times more than they are; I have a good 
conſcience z and whereas they ſpeak evil of me, 
35 an evil-doer, they ſhall be aſhamed that falſely 
zeeuſe my good converſation in Chriſt... t. 


311. 80 then, what ſhall I ſay to [thoſe ho 


have thus beſpattered me ? Shall I threaten them ) 


Shall I chide them? Shall I flatter them? Shall 
I intreat them to hold their tongues, ? No, wy Ay 9 


Were 3t not for that theſe things make them ri 

for damnation; that are the. authors and abettors, 
I'would ſay unto chem, __ it, becauſe; it Will 
increaſe my glory. 

312, Therefore I bind theſe. Yeu a fenders: 
to me as an ornament ; it belon — my Chriſtian 
profeſſion to be villified, ed, reproached 
and reviled; and ſince all this is nothing elſe, as 
my God and my conſcience qo bear me witneſs, 75 
rejoice in reproaches for Chriſt's ſake. _ 


313. 1 alto call all thoſe fools and knayes that i 


have thus made it any thing of their buſineſs to 
afirm* any of theſe things afore- named of me; 
namely, That I have been naught with other wo- 


men, or the like. When they have uſed the utmoſt. 


of their endeavours, and. made the fulleſt enquiry 


that they can, to prove againſt me truly, that 


” >” <1" > 
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there is any woman dn Heaven, or earth, on hell, 5 
that can ſay, I have at any time, in any place, I in 
by day or night, ſo much as attempted to be, in 
naught with them; and ſpeak I thus, to beg 2 
mine enemies into à good etteem of me? No, not N call 
I;: Iwill in this beg belief of no man: Believe or gui 
_ diſhelieve me in this, all is a caſe. to ge. 
314. My foes; have miſſed. their mark in this I tim. 
their ſhooting at me. I. am not the man. I with Nſucl 
that they themſelves beiguiltleſs. If all the for- N 1 
nicators and adulterers in England were hanged. up. that 
by the neck till they be dead, Joln Bunyan, the neſs 
object of their eny, wauld be ſtill alive and well. I beer 
I Enow not whether there be ſuch a thing as a I pr 
woman breathing under the copes of the Heaven, I this 
but by their apparel, their children, or by com- I ne i 
mon fame, except ny wife. wee. 
345. And in this I admire the wiſdom of God, i fanc 
that he made me ſhy of women from my firſt con- chat 
vetfion until now. Theſe know, and can alſo none 
bear me witneſs, with whom I have been moſt in- N and 
timately concerned, that' it is a rare thing to fee ¶ be fr 
me carry it pleaſantly towards a woman; the com- Nworle 
mon falutation of women I abhor, tis odious to N preac 
me in whomſoever I ſee it. Their company alone, you: 
F cannot away with; 1 ſeldom ſo much as touch 
a woman's hand; for I think theſe things are not 
ſs becoming me. When I have ſeen good men 4 B, 
ſalute thoſe women that they have viſited, or that Y 
have viſited them, I have at times made my ob- z 18. 
jection againſt it; and when they have anſwered, 
that it was but a piece of civility, I have told ¶preac 
them, it is not a comely ſight: Some indeed Hprehe 
have'urged the holy kiſs; but then I have aſced 
why they made baulks, why then did they ſalute 
the moſt handſome, and let GEE go" 
53 N | N . us, 
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Thus, how laudable ſoever ſuch things have been 
in the eyes of others, they have been unſeemly ; 
in my fight. _ 

316. And now for a wade: in this raatter, I. 
calling not only men, but angels, to prove me 
guilty of having carnally to do with any woman, 
ave my wife; nor am J afraid to do it a ſecond 
time, knowing that I cannot offend the Lord in 
ſuch a caſe, to call God for a record. upon my 
ſoul, that in theſe things I am innocent. Not 
that I have been thus kept, becauſe of an . 
neſs in me, more than any other, but 60 has 
deen merciful to me, and has kept me, to whom 
| pray that he will keep me till, not only from 
this but every evil way and work, and N 
me in his heavenly kingdom. n 

317. Now as Satan laboured by reproaches and: 
anders, to make me vile among my countrymen, 
that if poſſible, my preaching might be made of 
none effect, ſo thereby was added hereto, a long 
and tedious impriſonment, that thereby I might 
be frightened from my ſervice for Chriſt, and. the 
world terrified, and made afraid to hear me” 
preach, of which I ſhall ! in the next 2 ge 
you a brief account. 


* * - 4 % 


4 Brief Account of the AuTaoR's Tupri- 
SON H ENT.  , 


318.1 2 VING made on of the glori- 
ous Goſpel of CHRIS a long time, and- 
preached the ſame about five years, I was ap- 
prehended at a meeting of good people in the 
country, (among whom, had they let me alone, 
I ſhould have preached that day, but they took; 
ne away from amongſt them) and had me before 
F 5 | .. a juice; 
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a juſtice ; who after I had offered ſecurity for my 
appearance the next ſeſſions, yet committed me, 
becauſe my ſureties would not conſent to be bound 

that I ſhould preach no more to the people. 

319. At the ſeſſions after, I was indifted for 
an upholder and maintainer of unlawful affem- 
blies and conventicles, and for not conforming to 
the national worſhip of the church of England; 
® and after ſome conference there with the juſtices, 
they taking my plain-dealing with them for a con- 
feſſion, as they termed it, of the indictment, did 
ſentence me bo a perpetual baniſhment, hecauſe I re- 
Fuſed to conform. So being again delivered up to 
the gagler's ads, I was had home to priſon, 


TCA CER iS 


ike what God would ſuffer theſe men to 


nich condition I have continued with 
tient, through grace, but have met with 


tures that I ſaw nothing in before, were made in 
this place and ſtate to ſhine upon me; Jeſus Chriſt 
alſo was never more real and apparent than now; 
here I have ſeen and felt him indeed: Oh! that 
word, We have not preached unto you cunningly de- 


W lain now a compleat twelve years, 


n 


by 
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wviſed fables, 2 Pet. i. 16. and that, God raijed 
Chrift from the dead, and gave. him glory, that our 
faith and hope might be in Cod, 1 Pet. i. 2. were 
blefled words unto me in this impriſoned condition. 
322, Theſe three or four Scriptures' alſo have 
been great refreſhments in this condition to me; 
John. xiv. 1, 2, 3, 4. John xvi. 33. Cel. iii. 
3, 4. Heb. xii. 22, 23, 24. So that ſometimes 
when J have been in the ſavour of them, I have 
been able to laugh at deſtruction, and io fear nei - 
ther the horſe nor his rider, I have had ſweet fights. 
of the forgiveneſs of my ſins in this place, and of 
my being with Jeſus in another world: Ob- the; 
mount Sion, the heavenly Jeruſalem, the innume- 
rable company of angels, and God the judge of all, and 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, and Jeſus, have 
deen ſweet unto me in this place: I have ſeen hat 
here, that I am perſuaded I ſhall never, while in 
this world, be able to expreſs : I have ſeen a truth 
in this Scripture, hom having not ſeen, yet love; 
in whom, though now ye ſee him not, yet believing, 


ye rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory, 
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323. I never knew what it was for God to ſtand 
by me at all turns, and at every offer of Satan to 
afli& me, Cc. as I have found him fince I came 
in hither: For look how fears have preſented 
themſelves, ſo have ſupports and encouragements; 
yea, when I have ſtarted, even as it were, at no- 
thing elfe but my ſhadow; yet God, as being very 
tender of me, ihath not ſuffered me to be moleſted, 
but would with one Scripture or another ſtrengthen 
me againſt all; inſomuch that I have often ſaid, 
Were it laauful, I could pray for greater trouble, for 
the greater comfort's ſake, Ecclel. vii. 14. 2 Cor. i. 5. 
DTS 3h 2367 5 BLO! £9 llc robe es 
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25 2 me, That if ever I would go through 


325. As to the ſecond conſideration, that ſay- be: 
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824. Before I came to priſon, I ſaw what was th 
coming, and had eſpecially two conſiderations 1; 
warm upon my heart; the firſt was, How to be th 
able to encounter death, fhould that be here my C 


portion. For the firſt of theſe, that Scripture, to 


Col. i. 11. was great information to me, namely, I 20 
to pray to God. to. be ftrengthened with all might, W th 
according to his glorious power, unto. all patience and | me 


 long-ſuffering with joyfulneſs. I could ſeldom go to th 


prayer before-I was impriſoned, but for not ſo little 


as a.year together, .this:ſentence or ſweet petition, m). 


would, as it were, thruſt itſelf into my mind, and 8 


ong- ſuffering, I muſt have patience, eſpecially fro 


if I would endure it joy fully 


ing (2 Cor. i. g.) was of great uſe to me, But the 


ave had the ſentence of death in ourſelves, that aue por 


might not truſt in ourſelues, but in God, that raiſed tak 
the dead. By this 745 my I-was made to ſee, wh 
That if ever I wauld ſuffer rightly, I muſt firſt tho 
paſs a ſentence of death upon every thing that can one 


properly be called a thing of this life, even toff |. - 
reckon myſelf, my wife, my children, my health, tho 


my enjoyments, and all, as dead to me, and my- Th 


ſelf as dead to them. of: col, 
326. The ſecond was to live upon God that is I c: 
- inviſible, as Paul ſaid in another place; the way the. 
not to faint, is, 70% lool 45 on the things that art ven 
feen, but at ithe things that art nat een; for tbe qui; 
rings that are. ſeen are temporal, but ibe things that} I 
are not feen are eternal. And thus I reafoned with upo 
_ myſelf, If I provide only for a: priſon, then the thay 
whip comes at unawares, and ſo doth alſo the pil- I th 
tory. Again, If I only provide for theſe, then I e 
am not fit for baniſhment ; Further, If I _— thei; 
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that -baniſhment is the worſt, then if death comes, | 


Lam ſurprized : So that I fee, the beſt way to go 
through ſufferings, 1s to truſt in God,. through 
Chriſt, as touching the world to come; and as 
touching this world, to count the grave my houſe,. 
to make my bed in darkneſs ;. to ſay to corruption, 


thou art my father, and to the avorm, thou art my. 
mother and fader * That 18, to familiarize the de. 


things to me. 145 | | GT 
327. But notwithſtanding theſe helps, I found 
myſelf a man encompaſſed with infirmities; the 
arting with my wife and poor children, hath-often 
no to me in this place, as the pulling the fleſh 
from the bones, and that not only becauſe Lam 
ſomewhat too fond of theſe great mercies, but alſo 
becauſe I ſhould have often brought to my mind 
the many hardſhips, miſeries, and wants, that my 
poor family was like to meet with, ſhould 1 be 
taken from them, eſpecially my poor blind child, 


who lay nearer my heart than all beſide: Oh! the 


thoughts of the hardſhip I thought my poor blind 


one might go under, would break myheart to pieces., 


328. Poor child! thought I, what ſorrow art 
thou like to have for thy portion in this world! 
Thou muſt be beaten, muſt beg, ſuffer hunger, 
cold, nakednoſs, and a thouſand calamities, tho” 


I cannot now endure the wind ſhould blow upon 


thee. But yet, recalling myſelf, thought I, I muſt. 
venture you all with God, though it goeth to tke 
quick to leave you: Oh! I ſaw in this condition 


E was. as a man who was pulling down his houſe 


upon the heads of his wife and children; yet 
thought I. F muſt do it, I muſt do it: And now 


F thought on thoſe ο⁰ ilch tine that were to carry, 


theark 'of God into another Country, and to- leave 
their ealwes: behind them, 1 Sam. vi. 10. N © £294 
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329. But that Which helped me in this tempta- 


tion, was divers conſiderations, of which, three 


in ſpecial here I will name: The firſt was the con- 


ſideration of thoſe two Scriptures, Leave thy fa- 
Aabericſs children, I auill preſerve them alive; and 
let thy widoavs truft in me. And-again, The Lord 
aid, Verily it ſhall go well with thy remnant; 
eerily I avill cauſe the enemy to entreat them well iu 
' the time bf evil, & c. Fer. xlix. 11. Chap. xv. 11. 
330. 1 had alſo this confideration, That if I 
ſhould venture all for God, 1 engaged God to take 


care of my concernments; but if I forſook him in 


his ways, for fear of any trouble that ſhould come 
to me or mine, then I ſhould not only falſify my 


_ Profeſſion, but ſhould count alſo that my concern- 
ments were not ſo ſure, if left at God's feet, whilſt 


I I ſtood to and for'his name, as they would be if 
they were under my own care, though with the 
denial of the way of God. This was a ſmarting 


conſideration, and as ſpurs unto my flaw. That 
Scripture alſo greatly helped it to faſten the more 
on me, where Chriſt prays againſt 7udas, that God 
would diſappoint him in his {elfiſh thoughts, which 


moved him to ſell his maſter. 


Pray tead it ſober- 


. Fal. ein. 6, 7 8, We. + es e 
331. J had alſo another conſideration, and that 


was the dread of the torments of hell, which I was 
ſure they muſt partake of, that for fear of the 
croſs, do ſhrink from their proſeſſion of Chriſt, his 
words and laws before the ſons of men: thought 
alſo of the glory he had prepared for thoſe that in 
faith, and love, and patience, ſtood to his ways 
before them. Theſe things, J ſay, have helped 
me, when the thoughts of the -miſery that- both 
_ myſelf and mine, might ſor the ſake of my profeſ- 

ſion be expoſed to, hath lain pinched on my mind. 


332. When 
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332. When I have indeed conceited that I might My 
be baniſhed for my profeſſion, then I have thought _ ® 
of that Scripture, T hey awere toned, they were ſawn | 
aſunder, awere t. pted, were flain with the feword; bl 
they wandered avout in fpeep ins, and goat-ſtins, 
being deſtitute, affiited, tormented, of whom the 
evorld <vas not worthy, for all they thought 'they 
were too bad to dwell and abide amongſt them. I 
have alſo thought of that ſaying, The Holy Ghoſt. 
eitnefeth in every city, that bonds and affiiftions 
abide on me. I have verily thought that my ſoul 
and it have ſometimes reaſoned about the ſore and 
fad eftate of a baniſhed and exiled condition, how 
they were expoſed to hunger, to cold, to perils, 
w nakedneſs, to enemies, and a thouſand calami- 
ties; and at laſt, it may be, to die in a ditch, 
like a poor, and deſolate ſheep: But I thank God, 
hitherto T have not been moved by theſe moſt de- 
licatereaſonings, but have rather, by them, more 
approved my heart to God 8 75 
333. I will tell you a pretty buſineſs: I was 
once above all the reſt, in a very ſad and low con- 
dition for many weeks; at which time alſo, I be- 
ing but a young priſoner, and not acquainted with 
the laws, had this laid much upon my ſpirit, That 
my impriſonment might end at the gallows for aught 
that I could tell. Now therefore Satan — hard 
at me, to beat me out of heart, by ſuggeſting thus 
unto me: But how if, when you come indeed to die, 
you ſhould be in this condition; that is, as not to ſa- 
vour the Things of God, nor to have any evidence - 
upon your ſoul for a better flate hereafter ? (For in- 
deed at this time all the things of God were hid 
from my ſoul.) ' > — 
334. Wherefore, when I at firſt began to think- - è 
of this, it was a great trouble tome; for I 8 hi 
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with myſelf, That in the condition I now was in, hot 
I qwas not fit to die, neither indeed did I think I I} tae 
could, if I ſhould be called to it: Beſides, I thought. || bu 
with myſelf, if I ſhould make a {crambling ſhift || wo 
to clamber up the ladder, yet I ſhould either with I fav 
quaking, or other fymptoms of fainting,” give oc- p 
caſion to the enemy to reproach the way of God ing 
and his people for their timorouſneſs. This there- cor 
fore lay with great trouble upon me; for methought ¶ tho 
I was aſhamed to die with a pale face, and tot- 14 
tering knees, in ſuch a caſe as this. e Los 
335. Wherefore I prayed to God that he would || . 
comfort me, and give me ſtrength to do and fuffer * 
wbat be ſhould call me to; yet no comfort ap- but 
peared, but all continued hid: I was alſo at this: Gog 
time, ſo really poſſeſſed with the thought of death, I Job 
that oft I was as if I was on the ladder with a rope Ha 
about my neck; only this was fome encourage-- Pu 
ment to me, I thought I might now have an op- 4 
portunity to ſpeak my laſt words unto a myltituds,. I tho 
which I thought would come to ſee me die; and |ff deli 
thought I, if it muſt be ſo, if God will but con- I 15h 
vert one ſoul by my laſt words, I ſhall not count” I rat! 
my life thrown away, nor loſſt. h. 
336. But yet all the things of God were kept N. 
aut of my ſight, and ſtill the tempter followed me ¶ tho: 
with, But whither mujt you go when you die ? What II w. 
 euill become of you ? Where will you be found in-an- I fore 
ther world? What evidence hade you for Heaven 3 
and glory, and an inheritance among them that are hop 
Jandtified? Thus was I toſſed for many weeks, and: I out 
knew not what to do; at laſt this conſideration fell Um. 
with weight upon me, That it was for the word and fer « 
way of God that JI qua, in this condition; wherefore Wor 
{ was engaged not to flinch # hair's breadth from tt. 
337. 1: thought alſo, That God might chuſe bav 
whether he would, give me comfort now, or at the Chr 
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hour of death; but I might not therefore chu whe- 
ther I would hold my profefſon or hot I was bound, 
but he was free; yea, it was my duty to ſtand tomis 
word, whether he would ever look upon me, or 
fave me at the aſt; Wherefore thought I, fave the 
point being thus, I am for going on, and ventur- 
ing my eternal ſtate with Chriſt, Whether I have 
comfort here or no; if God doth not come in, 
thought J, 7 avill leap off the ladder even blingfolif 
into eternity, fink or fawim, come Heaven, come Hell, 
Lord. Jeſus, 'if thou wilt; cateh me, do; if na, + 
will venture for thy nan. 
338. 1 was no ſooner fixed wich this reſalution, 
but this word dropped upon me, Derb Job erg 
God for nought ? 42 if the accuſer had ſaid, Lord, 
Jabvs'no upright man, he ſerves thee for bye-re/fietts : 
Haff thou not made an hedge about him, &c. Butt 
pat forth nowv thine hand, and tout h all that he hath, - 
' be. will curſe thee ta thy face. How now? 
. Þ thought I, Is this the ſign of un upright ſoul, 0 
deſire to ſerve God, when all is taken from him 
Is he a godly man that will ſerve God for nothing, - 
rather than give out? Bleſſed be God; then I hope 
I have an upright heart, for I am reſolved (God 
giving me ſtrength) never to deny my proſeſſion 
though Thad nothing at all for my pains: And a8 
{ was thus conſidering, that Scripture was fet be- 
hie ne, Fal Kli, 12, % en ns 
339. Now was my heart full of comfort, for I 
hope it was ſincere: I would not have been With - 
out this trial for much; I am comforted every 
ume I think of it, and I hope I ſhall blefs Gol 
fer ever for the teaching I have had by it. Many 
more of the dealings of God towards me I might 
relate, But theſe out of the ſpoils, Men in battle 
bave I dedicated: to maintain the houſe of God, 1 


Chron, xxvi. 27. 
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eh + tbe C w 
l Tas CONCLUSI O N. Lit 
1. V all the temptations. that ever I met with in my life, 
pi to queſtion the being of Gad, and truth of his Goſ- 
pel is the, worſt, and the worſt to be borne z when this temp- 
tation comes, it takes away my girdle from me, and remov. 
eth the foundation from under me: Oh] I have often thought 
of chat word, Have ycur loins girt about ycu with truth; and 
gal that, When tbe foundations are deſtrayed, 4ubot. can the 
4. ne | PEI 
2. Sometimes, when" after fin committed, 1 have looked 
for ſore chaftiſ-ment from the hand of Cos, the'very-nex: 
that T have bad from him, hath been the diſcovery of his 
grace. Sometimes, when I have been comforted, 1 have 
_ called myſelf a fool for qi ou ſinking under trouble. And 
een cat Cown, Wet oy 1 was 
"ſtrength 


not wiſe, to 5 ſuch. way to comfort ; with ſuc 
| and weight have both theſe been vpen mee. 
23. I, haye wondered much at this one thing, That though 

God doth viſit my ſoul with never ſo-blefſea a diſcovery of 
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| _ the leaſt dram of refreſhment, though I have locked it 
n Fr | 
8. Of all fears, they are beſt that are made by the blood of 
_ Chriſt; and of all joy, that is the ſweeteſt that is mixed wi.h 
mourning oyer Chriſt; Oh ! 'tis a goodly thing to be on our 
knees, with Chriſt In our arms, before God: f hope 1 knew 
ſomething of theſe things. 
6. 1 find to this day ſeven abominations in my heart, 1. 
Inelining to unbelief. 2. Suddenly to forget the love and 
mercy that Chrift manifeſteth. 3. A leaning to the works 
of the law. 4. Wanderings and coldneſs in prayer. 5. To 
forget to watch for that 1 pray for. 6. Apt to murmur be- 
cauſe I have no more, and yet ready to abuſe what I have, 
7. I can do none of thoſe things which God commands me, 
düt my corruptions will thruſt in themſelves, V len I aui 


do teod, evil is preſent with me. e : 


4 
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7. Theſe things I continually fee and feel, and am afflicted 
ind oppreſſed with, yet the wiſdom of God doth order them 
for my good. 1. They make me abhor myſelf. 2. They 
keep me from truſting my heart. 3. They convince me of 
the infufficiency of all inherent righteouſnefs. 4. They ſhew 
me the neceſſity of flying to Jeſus, 5. They preſs me to 


* % 


pray unto God. 6. They ſhew me the need I have <q; watch j 


and be ſober, 7. And provoke. me to pray unto God, thro?” 
Chriſt, to help me, and carry me through this world. 


4 Continuation of Mr. BUNYAN's Lire; 
beginning where he left off, and concluding, with. 
the Time and Manner of his DzaT# and Bo- 
RIAL? Together with his true CHaracTER, Cc. 
Reader, 88 , 2 2 ; 85 : 8 | | 1 7 * 
HE painful and, indyftrious Author of this book, has, 
already giveg Aqui, faithful and very moving relation 
of the beginning and middle of the days of his pilgrimage oo. 
earth z and ſince there-yet remains ſomewhat worthy of notice, 
and regard, which ocgutred-in. the laſt ſcene of his life, the 
which, for want of time, or fear, ſome. oyer-cenforious peo- 
ple ſhould impute it to him as an earneſt coveting of praiſe 
rom men, he has not left behind him in writing, Where- 
ore, as a true friend, and long acquaintance of Mr, Bunyen's, 
that his good end may de known, as well as his evil beginning, 
| have taken upon me, from my knowledge, and the beſt ac- 
unt given by other of his friends, to piece this to the thread 
do ſoon broke off, and ſo lengthen it out to his entering up- 
In eternity. OP I, | 3 
He has told you at large, of his birth and edueation; the 
4 habits and corruptions of his youth; the temptations he 


im the preaching of the Golpel; the ſlanders, reproaches 
nd impriſogments that attended him, and the progreſs he 
lotwithſtanding made (by the aſſiſtance of God's grace) no 
joubt to the ſwing of many ſouls: Therefore take theſe. 
tings, as he himſeif hark methodically laid them down mn 
de words of verity; N I paſs on to what remains. 
After his being freed*From his twelve years impriſopment 
d upwards, for Mnconformity, wherein he had time to fur- 
iſh the world with ſungry good books, &c. and by his pa- 
I2nce, to move Dr. Har eau, the then biſhop of Lincoin, and 
ther” churchmen, to pity his hard and unteaſonable ſuffer- 
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luggled and conflicted ſo frequently with, the mercies, eom- 
orts, and deliverances he fbund, how he came to take upon 
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ings, ſo far as to ſtand very much his friends, in procuring his 
enlarge ment, or there pet naps he had died, by the noifomneſs 
and ill uſage of the place. Being now, I ſay, again at liberty, 
and having through mercy ſhaken eff his bodily; fetters, for 
thoſe, upon his foul were broken before by the abounding 
grace thar filled his heart, he went' to viſit thoſe thar had 
been a comfort to hini in his tribulation, with a Chi iftian-like 
acknowledgment of their Ktadneſs and enlargement of cha- 
rity; giving encouragement by his example, if it happened 
to be their hard haps to fall into affliction or trouble, then 
to ſuffer patiently for the ſake of a good conſclence, and 
for the love of God oF ware par towards their fouls; and 
by many cogdial perſuaſions, ſupported ſome whoſe ſpirits be- 
gan to link low, through the fear of danger that threatened 
their worldly concerumeat, ſo. that the people found a won- 
derful conſolation in his diſcourſe and admonitions. © 
A s often as opportunity would admit, he gathered them to- 
gether (though the law was th g force againft meetings) 
in convenient places, and fed thehy with the fincere milk of 
the. word, that they might groW bp | 
ſich as were any where taken and Fimpriſehed upon theſe ac- 
counts, he made it another part bf Enfinefs to extend his 
charſty, and gather relief for ſuch of them as wanted. _ 
He took great care to viſit the ſick, and ſtrengthen then 
againft the re ons of the tempter, which at ſome times 
afe very. prevalent ; fo that they hid caufe For ever to bleſs 
God, who bath put it into his heart, at ſuch a time, to reſcue 
them from the power of the rearing lion, who fought-to de- 
zou them; nor did hy ipare any pains. er iabeur u Gase, 
though to ine remoteſt countries, where he knew or Tmagined 
any people might ſtand in need of his aſſiſtancę; infomuch 
that ſame, by theſe viſitations that he had made, which were 
two or three every year, ſome, though in jeering manner c 
doubt, gave bim the epithet of Biſhop Bunyan, whilſt others 
envied him for his ſo earneſtly labouring in Chriſt's vineyard; 
yet the ſeed of the word he all this while ſowed in the heart 
of his congregation, watered with the grace of God, brought 
forth in abundance, in bringing in diſciples to the church of 
Another part of his time he ſpent in reconciling differences, 
by which he hindered many miſchiefs, and ſaved ſome fami- 
lies from ruin, and in ſuch fallings-out he was uneaſy, till he 
found a means to labour a reconci:hation, and become a peace- 
maker, on whom a blefling is promiſed in holy writ; and in- 
indeed doing this good office, he may be ſald to ſum up bs 


In rde thereby. To 
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„In the clofe of this paper. 


When in the late King James's reign, liberty of e- 
5 ſcience was unexpectedly given to Diſſenters of ll r | 


he gathered his congregation at Bedford, where he moſtly lived, 
Ke ¶ and had ſpent the greateſt art of his life; and. there bein 

„no convenient place for the entertainment of ſo great Ny of 
e Auence of people as followed him, he conſulted with them 
en for building a meeting-houſe, to which they made their vo- 
"1 luntary contributions with all chearfulnefs and alacrity ; 'atfd 
10 YN the firſt time he; appeared there to edify, the place was fo 


e. thronged, that many were conſtrained to ftay without, _ 


ed the houſe was very ſpacious; every one ftriying to partake of 


bis inſtructions, that were of his perſuaſion, and ſhew their 
good-will towards him, by being preſent at the kr, ning | 
. 


„ place, Here he lived in much peace and quiet of min 


of ¶ and ſequeſtering himſelf from all employments, to follow that 
of his miniſtry; for as God ſaid to Moſes, He that made the 
% and beart can give eloquence and wijdom, without extra- 
„ WF ordinary acquirements in an univerſity. = BA 


# > F 
* 


When he was at leiſure from writing and teaching he cane 


* 


" Wup to Landon, and went among the congregationg of the Non- 
ſome to Whom he had been miſrepreſented, on account of 
ae bis education, were convinced of his knowledge in ſacred” 
* WW things, perceiving him to be a man of ſound judgment; deli- 


d who came ſpectators for novelty, rather than to be edified and 
1 improved, went away well ſatisfied with what they heard, 


it Wand wondered, as the Jews did at the Apoſtle, Whence this 


gn ould bave theſe bing. 


"WW ln imitation of his great Lord and Muſter, the eyer-blefſed 


eius; he went about doing good; ſo that even malice her- 


ier is defied to find any ſtain upon, His repptation, with 


it WM which he may be juſtly charged. | 

af After he was ſenfibly convicted of the wicked flate of His 
lie, and converted, he was baptized into the congregation, 

„.d admitted a member thereof, wiz. in the year 16 55, and 

„beams ſpeedily a very zealous profeſſor ; but upon the return 


November taken as he was edifying ſome good people that were 
'- Weot together, to heir the word, and contact in Belferd 401 
„her fix years, till the Act of Indulgence to Di/fenters being 
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is Y days, it being che laſt undertaking of his Hfe, as will appear 


tenting himſelf with that little God had be ſtowed upon him, 


” eh to the great good-liking of the hearers; andeven 
w 


5 WM vering himſelf plainly and powerfully; inſomuch that many 


of Sos. arles to the crown In 1660, he was the 12th of 
er £ 


allowed, he obtained his freedom, by the Interce on of ſome 
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in, truſt and power, that took pity on his ſufferings; but 
within fix years afterwards he was again taken up (viz. in 
the year 1666) and was then confined for fix 42 more; 


of the congregation at, Bedford died, and he was choſen , de: 


when the gaoler took ſuch pity of kis rigorous ſufferings, tha al 

he did as the Egyprian gaoler did to Foſepby put all the can 2 

and truſt in his hand. When be was taken this laſt time, h al 

Vas preaching on theſe words, . Deſt thou believe the Si in 

of God? And this impriſonment continued fix years; an ci 

| when this was over, another impriſonment of half a yen be 
| fell to his ſhare., During theſe conſinements, he wrote thei] da 
| following books, viz, Of Prayer by ibe Spirit: The f pr 
| City's. N ee Grace Abounding: Pilgrim's Progr pu 
| the Firſt Part. Ne | | 6 He 
| In the laſt year of his twelve years impriſonment, the paſta als 


1 that cure of ſouls, on the 12th of December 1671. And i of 
| this charge, he often had diſputes with ſcholars that came tf M. 
1 oppoſe him, as ſuppoſing him an ignorant perſon; and thoW, the 
| he argued plainly, without phraſes and logical expreſſions, 5e all 
he nonpluſſed one who came to oppoſe him in his congreg- be 
tion, by demanding, Whether or no we had the th ſut 
copies of the original Scriptures; and another, when he wil he, 
_ preaching, accuſed him of uncharitableneſs, for ſaying, i rid! 
bas very hard for moſs to be ſaved; ſaying, By that he went 
about to exclude moſt of his congregation 3 but he confute 


him, and put him to filence with the parable of the Sto. -B 
Ground, and other texts out of the 14th chapter of St. Mu exe 
tbezo, in our Saviour's ſermon out of a ſhip ; aft his methcall fell 
being to keep cloſe to the Scriptures, and what he found noi and 


warranted there, himſelf would not warrant nor determine. mor 
But not to make any further mention of this kind, iti eſte 
well known that he managed all his affairs with fuch era city 
; Heſs, as if he had made it his ſtudy, above all other thing 
not to give occaſion of offence, He was never heard ton 
- , proach or revile any, what injury ſoever E received, but 
ther to rebuke thoſe that did; and as it was if his converl 
tion, ſo it is manifeſted in thoſe books he has cauſed to 
* publiſhed to the world, 
In his family he kept up a very ſtrict diſcipline in praje 
and exhortation; being in this like Jaa, wiz. What 
ever athers do, as for me and my beuſe, ave will ſerme the Li 
. And indeed a bleiſing waited on his labours and endeavou 
ſo that his wife, was /ike a pleaſant vine upon the walls of h 
. houſe, and his children like olive-branches reund bis table; A 
though, by reaſon of the many loſſes he ſuſtalntd by imp 
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buf ment and {peil, of his chargeable fickneſs, &c. his.earthly 
in - treaſure ſwelles not toexcels;; he always had ſufficient to live 
re i decently and creditabiy, and with, that he had the greateſt of 


thai all treaſures, Which is cantent ; fot where content dwells, even 
ein poor cottage is a kingly palace; aud this happineſs he had 
„All his life Jong; not ſo muth minding this worid, as know- 
Sei ing he way here y3 a pilgrim and ſtranger, and had no tarryipg 
ani] city, but looked fox one not made with hands. At length 
eu being worn out with ſufferings; age, and often teaching, Ye 
bel day. of his diſſolution drew near; and death, that unlocks th 

H priſon of the ſoul, to enlarge it for a more glorious manſion, 
reſi put a ſtop to his acting his part on the ftage of mortality; 
Heaven, like earthly princes, when it threatens war, beit 

always ſo kind as to cali home it's ambaſſadors before it be 
denounced. Even the Taft undertaking of his, was a labour 


Mr. Banyan happening to fall into the diſpleaſure of his fa- 
ther, and being much troubled in mind on that. account, as 
oF. alſo for that he heard his father purpoſed to diſinherit him; 
he pitched upon Mr. Bunyan as a fit man to make way for his 


he, willing to do any 5.3 11 | 
riding to Rending,: in Berkſhire, he uſed ſuch preſſing argu- 


 excefſive rains, and coming to his lodgings extreme wet, 
fell fick of a violent fever; which he hure with much conſtancy 
and patience, and expreſſed, himſelf as if he defired nothing 
more than to be diſſolved, and be with Chriſt, in that caſe 
eſteeming death as gain, and life only a t:dious delaying of feli- 


xa city expected; and finding bis vital ftrength decay, having 
inn ſettled his mind and affairs, as well as the ſhortneſs of time, 


o iff and the violence of his difesſe would permit, with a conftant 
n and Chriſtian,patience, he reſigned his ſoul into the hands of 
eri his moſt merciful Redeemer, following his Pilgrim from the 
to lf City. of Peftruction, to the New. Jeruſalem; his better part 


having been all along there, in holy contemplation, pantings 
ray and breathings after the bidden manna and water of life. 


a He died at the houſe of one Mr. Struddech, a grocer, at the 
an Star, on Snow Hill, in the pariſh of St. Se eee, London, 
ounſ on the 12th of Auguſt 1688, and in the fixtieth year of his age, 
of lf after cen d. fickneſs; and was buried in the New Burging- 
Place, near the Artillery Ground; where he ſlesps till the morg- 
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of love and charity; for a young gentleman, a neighbour of 


vl ſubmiſſion, and prepare his 2 2 to ee 44 g's 5 
ce, readily undertook it. 80 


ments and reaſons againſt anger and paſſion, as alſo for love 


and reconciliation, that the father was reconciled to his fon. 
[But Mr. Bunyan, returning to London, being overtaken. with 


Fit)! ing of the reſurrection, in hopes of a glorious rifing to an in- | 
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eorraptible immortality of joy and happineſs, where uo more 
trouble and ſorrow ſhatl affli him, but all tears be wiped a- 
way; when the juſt ſhall be ineorporated as members of Chriſt 
—. would, and reign with him as kings and priefts forever; 
* Brief Character of Mr. jonx BUNTAT 
E appeared in countenance to be of a ftern and rough 
| | kemper, but in his converſation mild and affable ; not 
iven to loquacity or much diſcourſe in company, unleſs Tome 
18 otcafion required it; obſerving never to boaſt of himſelf 
or his parts, but rather feem low in bis own eyes, and fobmit 
*HimfelfF to the Judgment of others, abhorring lying and fwear- 
ing, being juſt in all that lay in his power to his word, not 
ſieming to revenge injuries, loving. to reconcile” differences, 
and make friendſhip\with all; he had a ſharp quick eye, ac- 
companied with an excellent Uſceraing of perſons, being of 
bog judgment and quick wit. As for Tris perſon, he was tall 
of Mature ftrong-boned, though not corpulent, ſomewhatof a 
*ruddy face, with ſparkling eyes, wearing his hair an bis up- 
r lip, after the old Briti/ſ5 faſhion ; his hair reddiltt, but in 
| br latter days, time had ſprinkled it with gtey; his noſe well 
"et, but not declining or "bendihg, and his mouth moderate 
h His forehead ſome what high, and his Habit always plain 
and meds eſt. And thus we have impartially defcribed the in- 
terial and external parts of a perfon, whole death hath beer 
much regretted; a perfon who had tried the ſmiles and front 
of time; not puffed up in proſperity, nor ſhaken as adverſity; 
Os holding the golden mean. ie 
I1̃ him at once did three great rb Hine, 
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Y i ' *** Hiftoftan, poet, and a choice divine: it oy 
ET "Then let bim reſt in undiſturbed dun, 
FE zz the reſurreFtion of the juſt. Papa Ie 
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Fiſteen Comforts of Matri- 

moa yy 

French Sade Fg Happ 
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-ous Authors, with a great 
Number of Cuts. 
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Hiſtory "ah Montelion, with 
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Injured Innocence, a Nam 
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Look der you * or, Hit 


Little Book for Little Chi- 
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Keach's Travel of true God- 


Day; 5 with Cuts. 1 
Key of Knowledge, opening 
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and Path of Life, 
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Antidote againſt, Melan- 
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to which are added favourite 


e and ſeveral others | p ' Toafts, Sentimente, ce. for 


- equally remarkable. 


dren, with Directions fer 
Spelling, adorn'd with Cuts. 


Lendon Bawd, with her Cha- 


racter and Liſe, Ec. 
Lambert'sCountryman's Trea- 
ſure; ſhewing the Nature, 


Cauſe, and Cure, of all Diſ- 
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Lucky Idiot; or, Fools have 
Fortune. 


unheard of Tranſactions. 


and Troy's Deſtructioa. 
New Academy of Compli- 
ments; or, Lovers Scete- 
tary. 
Practical Difcourſe on the Pa- 
rable of the Prodigal Son. 
Poſie of Godly Prayers, fit for 


the Year 179. 4 
Tales of the Fairies; with 

Cuts. © - 
| The Whole Duty of Prayer; 
containing Devotions for 
| every Day in the Week, 

and for Trad Occaſions, 
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neceſſar) for all Families. 
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Whole Duty of Man. A 
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viicd and corrected. | 


| | Token for Mariners; or, Re- 
New Hiſtory of Trojan War, 
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Two Concubines ; Fair Roſa- 

mond and Jane Shore z with 
Cuts. 
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Town S y; or, the Devil's 
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Rufſel on the Sacrament, { 
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Enfortunate Lovers; or, Hiſt. 
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Treaſury of Arte, Rarities, | 


nd curious Inventions 
Unparalleled Va rieties; or, the | 
matchleſs Actions and Paſ- 
_ fions of Mankind, By Ro- 
bert Burton; with Cuts 


"> 


of Argalus and Parthenia _ 
Valentine and Orſon; à new 


d and beautiful Edition, with | 
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